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As I stood by yon roofless tower. 

Where the ws'flower scents the dewy air, 
Where the howlet mourns in her ivy bower 

And tells the midnight moon her care ; 
The winds were laid, the air was still. 

The stars they shot along the sky ; 
The fox was howling on the hill. 

And the distant echoing glens reply. 
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CASTLE DANGEROUS. 



CHAPTER I. 



The drivers tlmroiigh the wood went* 

For to raise the deer ; 
Bowmen bickered upon the bent* 

With their broad arrows clear. 

The wylde thorough the woods went| 
On every side shear ; 
' - Grehounds through the groves glen^ 
For to kill thir deer. 

Ballad of Chevy Chate, old JSdit, 

The appointed morning came in cold ^4 
raw, after the manner of the ScottisB March 
weather. Dogs yelped, yawned, and shivered, 
and the huntsmen, though hardy and cheerful 
in expectation of tiie day's sport, twitched their 
mawds, or lowland plaids, close to their throats. 
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aai looked with some dismay at the mists which 
floated about the horizon, now threatening to 
sink down on the peaks and ridges of prominent 
mountains, and now to shift their position under 
the influence of some of the imcertain gales^ 
which rose and fell alternately, as they swept 
along the valley. 

Nevertheless the appearance of the whole 
formed, as is usual in almost all departments of 
the chase, a gay and a prmX spectacle. A brief 
truce seemed to have taken place between the 
nations, and the Scottish people appeared for 
the time rather as exhibiting the sqports of their 
mountains in a friendly manner to the accom* 
plished knights and bonny archers of Old Eng- 
land, than as performing a feudal service, neither 
easy nor dignified in itself, at the instigation 
of usurping neighbours. The figures of the ca- 
valierSf now half seen, n<rw exhibited fuUyt and 
at the hdght of strenuous exertion, according ta 
the dunracter of the dangerous andbroken groundf 
partieulariy attracted the attention of the pedes-* 
trians, who, leading the dogs ox beating the 
ihieketi, 4isbdged snch objects of due as ibey 
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fsnmi m 4^ dingles^ and kept theif eyes £z3e4 
iqpoB tbeur ocHopaaioiifl, rendend more Temark- 
Me from being maanted, and the q>eed at wkidk 
tiiey urged their horses; the d3sr^;ard of all ac* 
eideats being as perfect as Mdtcm Mmrbmy it- 
self, or any other noted field of hoaten of the 
present day, can exhibit. 

The prindpleB oa which modem and ancieBt 
huntii^ were conducted, xre, however, asdiffeiv 
tent as possible. A fox, or eveaia hare is, in oar 
nwn &y, eonsidered as a sufficient apology for a 
day's exercise to forty or fifty dogs, and nearly 
as many men and horses ; but the ancient chase, 
even though not terminating, as it often did, in 
battle, carried with it objects more important, and 
an interest immeasurably more stirring. If in- 
deed one q>ecies of exercise can be pointed out 
as more universally exhilarating and engrossing 
tiban others, it is oertainly that of &e dase. The 
poor <yverlabouied drudge, who has served out 
Us day of Ufe, and wearied all his energies in 
the service of his fellow mortals — ^he who has 
been for many years the slave of agriculture, or 
(still worse) of mamifaetares — engaged in zaisiag 
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anugle peck of corn from year to year, ot in the 
monotonous labours of the desk — can hardly re- 
main dead to the general happiness when the 
chase sweeps past him with hound and horn, and 
fior a moment feels all the exultation of the 
proudest cavalier who partakes the amusement; 
Let any one who has witnessed the sight, recall 
to his imagination the Vigour and lively interest 
which he has seen inspired into a village, inclu- 
ding the oldest and feeblest of its inhabitants* 
Jn the words of Wordsworth, it is, on such oc<> 
casions, 

" Up, Timothy, up witK your staff and atray. 
Not a soul will remain in the viUage to^y ; 
Tke bare has just started from Hamilton's grounds. 
And Skiddaw \a glad with the cry of the hounds." 

But compare these inspiring sounds to the 
burst of a whole feudal population enjoying 
the sport, whose lives, instead of being spent 
in the monotonous toil of modem avocations, 
have been agitated by the hazards of war, and of 
the chase, its near resemblance^ and you must 
necessarily suppose that the excitation is ex- 
tended, like a fire which catches to dry heath. 



^ ( 
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To use the comnion expression, borrowed £rom 
another amnsement, all is fish that ooines ia 
the net on such occasions. An ancient huntings 
match (the nature of the carnage excepted) tiras 
almost equal to a modem battle, when the strife 
took place on the surfa^se of a varied and uneqtial 
<H)untry. A whole district poured forth its in- 
habitants, who formed a ring of great extent, 
ealled technically a tinchel, and, advancing and 
narrowing their circle by degrees, drove before 
them the alarmed animals of every kind; all and 
each of which, as they burst from the thicket or 
the moorland, were objects of the bow, the jave- 
lin, or whatever missile weapons the hunters poS" 
aessed ; while others were run down and worried 
by large greyhounds, or more frequently brought 
to bay, when the more important persons present 
claimed for themselves the pleasure of putting 
them to death with their chivalrous hands, incur- 
ring individually such danger as is inferred from 
a mortal contest even with the timid buck, 
when he is brought to the deathnstruggle, and 
has no choice but yielding his life, or putting 

A 2 
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kimself upon the defeanre, by the aid of his 
ftplendid antlers^ and with all die coinage of 
despair* 

The quantity of game found in Douglas Dale 
on this occasion was rery considbrable^ for, as 
already noticed^ it was a long tiine once a 
hnnting upon a great scale had been attempt- 
ed under ihe Douglasses themselYeSf whose 
misfortones had conmienoed, several years be* 
fore, widi diose of their country. The Ei^i&h 
garrison^ too, had not sooner judged themselves 
strong or numerous enough to exercise these 
valued feudal privileges. In the meantime the 
game increased considerably. The deer, the 
wild cattle, and the wild boars, lay near the foot 
of the mountains, and made frequent irruptions 
into the lower part of the valley, which in Don* 
glas Dale bears no small resemblance to an oans, 
surrounded by tangled woods and broken moors^ 
occasionally rocky, and showing large tracts of 
that bleak dominion to which wild creatures glad- 
ly escf^ when pressed by the neighbourhood 
of man* 
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As ilie liimters ttuversed die spots wkieh sefni- 
lated ike field from the wood, there was always 
a sthttuiating unceitainty wbat sort of game was 
to be found, and the marksman, with his bow 
ready bent, or his javelin poised, and his good 
and well-bitted horse thrown upon its haunches, 
ready for a sudden start, obseryed watchfully 
what should rush from the covert, so that, were 
it deer, boar, wolf, wild cattle, or any other spe- 
cies of game, he might be in readiness. 

The wolf, which, on account of its ravages, 
was the most obnoxious of the beasts of prey, 
did not, however, supply the degree of diversion 
which his name promised ; he usually fled far— 
in some instances many miles — before he took 
courage to turn to bay, and though formidable at 
CRich moments, destroying both dogs and men by 
his terrible bite, yet at other times was rather de- 
spised for his cowardice. The boar, on the other 
hand, was a much more irasdbie and courageous 
animal. 

The wild cattle, the most formidable of all 
the tenants of the ancient Caledonian forest, 
were, however, to the English cavaliers, by ftr 
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the most interesting objects of pursuit* Al- 
together, the ringing of bugles, the <;lattering of 
horses' hoofs, the lowing and bellowing of the 



* These Bulls are thus described by Hectot Boetius, concerning 
whom he says — " In this wood (namely the Caledonian wood,) 
were sometime white bulls, with crisp and curling manes, like 
fierce lions ; and though they seemed meek and tame in the rem^ 
nent figure of their bodies, they were more wild than any other 
beasts, and had such hatred against the society and company of 
men, that they never came in the woods nor lesuries where they 
found any foot or hand thereof, and many days af);er they eat not of 
the herbs that were touched or handled by man. These bulls were 
.so wild, that they were never taken but by slight and crafty labour, 
and so impatient, that after they were taken they died from instt]^ 
portable dolour. As soon as any man invaded these bulls, they 
rushed with such terrible press upon him that they struck him to 
ihe earth, taking no fear of hounds, shaip lances^ or other moat 
penetrative weapons." — Boetitu, Ckron* Scot, Vol. I. page xxxiz. 

The wild cattle of this breed, which are now only known in one 
manor in England, that of Chillingham Castle, in Northumberland, 
were, in the memory of man, still preserved in three places in Scot- 
land, namely, Drumlanrig, Cumbernauld, and the park at Hamil- 
ton Palace, at all of which places, except the last, I believe they 
have now been destroyed, on account of their ferocity. But 
though those of modem days were remarkable for their white co- 
lour, with black muzzles, and exhibiting, in a small degree, the 
black mane, about three or four inches long, with which the bulls 
in particular were distinguished, they do not by any means come 
near the terrific description given us by the ancient authors, which 
iaa made some naturalists think that these animals probably refer 
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enraged mountain cattle, the sobs of deer maiv* 
gled by durottling dogs, the wild shouts of exult- 
ation of the men, — ^made a chorus which extend- 
ed far through the scene in which it arose, and 
seemed to threaten the inhabitants of the valley 
even in its inmost recesses. 

During the course of the hunting, when a 
stag or a boar was expected, one of the wild 
cattle often came TusKing forward, bearing down 
the young trees, crashing the branches in its pro- 
gpress, and in general dispersing whatever oppo- 
sition was presented to it by the hunters. Sir 
John de Walton was the only one of the chivalry 
of the party who individually succeeded in.maa- 
tmng one of these powerful animals. Like 



to a di£krait species, though possessing the same general haUtB, 
and included in the same genus. The hones which are often dis- 
covered in Scottish mosses belong certainly to a race of animals 
much larger than those of ChiUingham, whicli seldom grow to 
above 80 stone (of 141b8.)> the general weight varying from ^0 to 
80 stone. We should be accounted very n^ligent by one class of 
readers, did we not record that the beef furnished by those cattle 
18 of excellent flavour^ and finely marbled. 
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a S^ianish tauridor, he IxMre down and lolled 
-with his hnoe a ferocious bull; two well grown 
eaires and three kine were also dain, being link- 
able to carry off the quantity of arrows, jare- 
lins, and other nnssiles, directed against them 
by the archers and drivers; but many odierSy 
in spite of every endeavour to intercept them, 
escaped to their gloomy haunts in the remote 
skirts of the mouniain called GairntaUie, with 
Iheir hides well feadiered with those marks of 
human enmity. 

A large portion of the mocning was spent in 
this way, until a particular blast from the master 
of the hunt announced that he had not forgot 
Ihe discreet custom of the repast, whidi, on such 
occasions, was provided for upon a scale propor- 
tioned to the multitude who had been convened 
to attend the sport 

The blast peculiar to the time, assembled the 
whole party in an open space in a wood, where 
their numbers had room and accommodation to 
sit down upon the green turf, the slain game af- 
fording a plentiful supply for roasting or broil* 
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ifig, m employment in which the lower class 
w*re aU immediately engaged ; while poncheon. 
and pipes, placed in readiness, and scientifically 
opened, supplied Gascoigne wine, and mighty 
ale» at the pleasure of those who chose to appeal 
to them. 

The knights, whose rank did not admit of 
interference, were seated by themselves, and 
ministered to by their squires and pages, to 
whom such menial services were not accounted 
disgraceful, but, on the contrary, a proper step 
of their education. The number of those dis-^ 
tinguished persons seated upon ihe present occa* 
sion at the table of dais, as it was called, (in 
virtue of a canopy of green boughs with which 
it was overshadowed,) comprehended Sir John 
de Walton," Sir Aymer de Valence, and some re- 
verend brethren dedicated to the servi^^e of Saint 
Bride, who, though Scottish ecclesiastics, were 
treated with becoming respect by the English 
soldiers. One or two Scottish retainers or vavar 
sours, maintaining, perhaps in prudence, a suit^ 
able deference to the English knights, sat at the 
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bottom of the table, and as many English archers^ 
peculiarly respected by their superiors, were 
invited, according to the modern phrase, to the 
honours of the sitting. 

Sir John de Walton sat at the head of the table ; 
his eye, though it seemed to have no certain 
object, yet never for a moment remained sta- 
tionary, but glanced from one countenance to 
another of the ring formed by his guests, for 
such they all were, no doubt, though he himself 
could hardly have told upon what principle 
he had issued the invitations; and even appa- 
rently was at a loss to think what, in one or two 
cases, had procured him the honour of their pre-- 
sence. 

One person in particular caught De Walton's 
«ye, as having the air of a redoubted man-^t- 
arms, although it seemed as if fortune had not of 
late smiled upon his enterprises. He was a tall 
raw-boned man, of an extremely Tugged coun- 
tenance, and his skin, which shewed itself through 
many a loophole in his dress, exhibited a com- 
plexion which must have endured all the varie- 
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ties of an outlawed life ; and akin to one who 
had, according to the customary phrase, " ta'en 
the bent with Robin Bruce," in other words^ occu- 
pied Ae moors with him as an insurgent. Some 
mich idea certainly crossed De Walton's mind. 
Yet the apparent coolness, and absence of alarm, 
with which the stranger sat at the board of an 
English officer, at the same time being wholly in 
his power, had much in it which was irreconcilable 
with any such suggestion. De Walton, and several 
of those about him, had in the course of the day 
observed that this tattered cavalier, the most re- 
markable parts of whose garb and equipments 
consisted of an old coat-of-mail and a rusted yet 
massiye partisan about eight feet long, was pos- 
49essed of superior skill in the art of hunting to 
any individual of their numerous party. The go- 
vernor having looked at this suspicious figure un- 
til he had rendered the stranger aware of the 
special interest which he attracted, at length fill- 
ed a goblet of choice wine, and requested him, 
as one of the hest pupils of Sir Tristrem who 
had attended upon the da}r's chase, to pledge him 
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in a Tiiitage superior to that supplied to tibe ge* 
neral company. 

<< I suppose, liowever, sir/' sud De Walton, 
^ you will liETe 'no objeetions to put off my 
challenge of a brimmer, until you can answer 
my pledge in Gascoigne wine, wbich grew in the 
king^9 own demesne, was pressed for lus own lip, 
and is therefore fittest to be emptied to his ma- 
jesty's health and proeperity." 

'^ One half of the island ol Britain,'' said die 
woodsman, with great composure, <^ will be <^ 
your honour'a opinion ; but as I belong to the 
other half, even the choicest liquor in Gascony 
cannot render that health acceptable to me." 

A nuirmur of disapprobation ran through the 
warriors present ; liie prieste hung their heads, 
looked deadly grave, and muttered their pater- 



^< You see, stranger," said De Walton sternly, 
** that your speedii discomposes the company." 

^* It may be so," replied the man, in the same 
blunt tone ; ^^ and it may happen that there is 
no harm in Ae speedi notwithstanding," 
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^ Do you ccHEMuder that it is isade m my pre* 
sence ?^aiiswefed De Waltom. 

** Yes, Sir Gporernor/' 

*^ And hsLYe you diought wlmt must be tke 
necessary inference ?" continued De Walton. 

^^ I may form a rouxul guess," answered the 
stranger, ^^ wbat I migkt have to fear, if your 
safe oondnct and ^roxA of honour, ivhen inviting 
me to this hunting, were less trustwordiy Ihaa 
I know full well it resdly is. But I am your 
guest — ^your meat is even now passing my thioat 
— your cup, filled with right good wine, I have 
just now qua&d off — and I would not fear the 
rankest Paynim infidel, if we stood in such re« 
lation together, much less an English knight. 
I tell you, besides^ Sir Knight, you undervalue 
die wine we hare quaffed. The high flavour 
and contents of your ciq)^ grow where it will, 
give me spirit to tell you one or two circum* 
stanees, which cold cautious sobriety would^ in 
a moment like this, have left unsaid. You WBh, 
I doubt not, to know who Z am ?' My chriirtian 
name is Michael — ^my surname is that of Tuxn*^ 
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bully a redoubted clan, to whose honours, eren 
in the field of hunting or of battle, I have added 
something. My abode is beneath the moun- 
tain of Rubieslaw, by the &ir streams of Teviot 
You are surprised that I know how to hunt the 
wild cattle, — I, who have made them my sport 
from infancy in the lonely forests of Jed and 
Southdean, and have killed more of them than 
you or any Englishman in your host ever saw, 
even if you include the doughty deeds of this 
day." . 

The bold borderer made this declaration with 
the same provoking degree of coolness which 
predominated in his whole demeanour, and was 
indeed his principal attribute. His eftontery did 
not £ul to produce its effect upon Sir John.de. 
Walton, who instantly called out, ^' To arms ! to 
arms ! — Secure the spy and traitor ! Ho ! pages 
and yeomen — William, Anthony, Bend-the-bow, 
and Greenleaf — seize the traitor, and bind him 
with your bowstrings and dog-leashes — ^bind hinif 
I say, until the blood start from beneath his 
nails!" 



^^ 
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" Here is a goodly summons !" said Turn- 
bull, with a sort of horse-laugh. " Were I as 
sure of being answered by twenty men I could 
name, there would be small doubt of the upshot 
of this day.'* 

The archers thickened around the hunter, 
yet laid no hold on him, none of them being 
willing to be the first who broke the peace pro- 
per to the occasion. 

<« Tell me," said De Walton, « thou traitor, 
for what waitest thou here ?" 

*^ Simply and solely," said the Jed fprester, 
<< that I may deliver up to the Douglas the castle 
of his ancestors, and that I may insure thee, Sir 
Englishman, the payment of thy deserts, by cut^- 
ting that very throat which thou makest such a 
bawling use of." 

. At the s^e time, perceiving that the yeomen 
were crowding behind him to carry their lord's 
commands into execution so soon as they should 
be reiterated, the huntsman turned himself short 
round upon those who appeared about to surprise 
him, and having, by the suddenness of the action,,; 



32 CASTLE ]>AKGSBOUS* 



tbem to step back a pace, be proceeded 
— ^^ Yes, Joka de Walton, my purpose was ere 
sow to have put tl^ee to death, as one wjwm I. 
find in possession of that castle and territory 
which belong to my master, a knight muck more 
worthy than thyself; but I know not why I have 
paused — thou hast given me food when I have 
hungered for twenty-four koora, I have not there- 
fore had the heart to pay thee at advantage as 
tkoii hast deserved. Begone from Hw place and 
country, and take the fair warning of a foe ; then 
hast constituted thyself the mortal enemy of Ais 
people^ and there are those among tbem who 
have seldom been injured or defied with impu- 
nity. Take no care in searching- after me, — ^it 
will be in vain^^ — until I meet thee at a time which 
will come at my pleasure, not thine. Push not 
your mquisition into cruelty, to £scover by what 
means I have deceived you^ for it is impossible 
for you to learn; and with this friendy advice, 
lode at me and take your Irarre, for although we 
shall one day mi»t» it may be hang ere I see 
you again.'' . 



i^ 
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De Waltozi remained silent, iM^mg that kw 
prisoner, (for he saw no chance of his escaping, )' 
might, in his communicative humonr, drop some 
more information, and was not desirous to pre- 
cipitate a fray- with which the scene was likely 
to conclude, unconscious at the same time of the 
advantage which he thereby gave the daring 
hunter. 

As Tumbull concluded his sentence, he made 
a sudden spring backwards, which carried him 
out of the circle formed aroimd him, and before 
they were aware of his intentions, at once disap- 
peared among the underwood. 

" Seize him — seize him P* repeated De Wal- 
ton; ^^ let us have him at least at our discretion, 
imless the earth has actually swallowed him." 

This indeed appeared not unlikely, for near 
the place where Turnbull had made the spring, 
there yawned a steep ravine,' into which he 
plunged, and descended by the assistance of 
branches, bushes, and copsewood, imtil he reach- 
ed the bottom, where he found some road to 
the outskirts of the forest, through which he 
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made Ills escape, leaving the most expert woods- 
men among the pursuers totally at fault, and 
imable to trace his footsteps. 



"^^^ 



CASTLE DANGEROUS. 25 



CHAPTER IL 



This interlude carried some confusion into 
the proceedings of the hunt, thus suddenly sur-^ 
prised by the apparition of Michael TurnbuU,. 
an armed and avowed follower of the House ofi 
Douglas, a sight so little to be expected in the* 
territory where his master was held a rebel and 
a bandit, and where he himself must have been 
well known to most of the peasantry present* 
The circumstance made an obvious impression on 
the English chivalry. Sir John de Walton looked 
grave and thoughtful, ordered the hunjiers to be 
assembled on the spot, and directed his soldiers 
to commence a strict search among the persons 
who had attended the chase, so as to discover 
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whether TurnbuU had any companioi 
them ; but it was too late to make that 
in the strict fashion which De Walton c 

The Scottish attendants on the chast 
they beheld that the hunting, under pret€ 
which they were called together, was interr 
for the purpose of laying hands upon their 
sons, and subjecting them to examination, 
care to suit their answers to the questions 
to them*; in a word, they kept their own seci 
if they had any. Many of them, conscious of 
being the weaker party, became afraid of foul 
play, slipt away from the places to which they 
had been appointed, and left the hunting-match 
like men who conceived they had been invited 
with no friendly intent Sir John de Walton 
became aware of the decreasing numbers of the 
Scottish — their gradual disappearance awaken- 
ing in the English knight that degree of suspi«» 
eion whic)i had of late become his pecmUar ehsf* 
racteristie, 

** Take, I pray thee,'* said he to Sir Aymer dd 
Talence, ^ as many meu'^at-arms as thou canst 
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gti together in five minutes space^ imd at least 
almndred of the mounts archers, and ride as 
fiist as thou canst, without permitting them to 
straggle from thy stsmdard, to reinforce the gar* 
risen of Douglas ; for I have my own thoughts 
what may have been attempted on the .castle^ 
when we observe with our own eyes such a nest 
of traitors here assembled." 

" With reverence, Sir John,** replied Aymery 
<^ you shoot in this matter rather beyond the 
made. That the Scottish peasants have bad 
thoughts against us, I will be the last to deny | 
but long debarred from any silvan sport, you 
cannojt wonder at their <arowding to any diver- 
sion by wood or river, and still less at their 
being easQy alarmed as to the certainty of th^ 
fiafe footing on which they stand with us« The 
least rough usage is likely to strike them with 
fear, and with the desire of escape, and so'' — 

<« And so," said Sir John de Walton, who had 
listened with a degree of impatience scarce con*^ 
sistent with the grave and formal polit^^ss whic^ 
one knight was accustomed to bestow upon an- 
other, << and so I would rather see Sir Aymer 
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de Valence busy his horse's heels to execute my 
orders, than give his tongue the trouble of im- 
pugning them." 

At this sharp reprimand, all present looked 
at each other with indications of marked dis- 
pleasure. Sir Aymer was highly offended, but 
saw it was no time to indulge in reprisal. He 
bowed until the feather which was in his barret- 
cap mingled with his horse's maiie, and without 
reply — ^for he did not even choose to trust his 
voice in reply at the moment — ^headed a con- 
siderable body of cavalry by the straightest road 
back to the Castle of Douglas. 

• When he came to one of those eminences 
from which he could observe the massive and 
complicated towers and walls of the old fortress, 
with the glitter of the broad lake, which sur- 
rounded it on three sides, he felt much pleasure 
at the sight of the great banner of England, which 
streamed from the highest part of the building. 
^* I knew it," he intem^y said ; ^^ I was certain 
that Sir John de Walton had become a very wo- 
man in the indulgence of his fears and suspicions. 
Alas ! that a situation of responsibility should so 
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much have altered a disposition which I have 
known so noble and so knightly ! By this good 
day^ I scarce knew in what manner I should de* 
mean me when thus publicly rebuked before the 
garrison. Certainly he deserves that I should^ 
at some time or other, let him understand, that^ 
however he may triumph in the exercise of his 
short-lived command, yet when man is to meet 
with man, it will puzzle Sir John de Walton to 
show himself the superior of Aymer de Valence, 
or perhaps to establish himself as his equal* But 
if, on the contrary, his fears, however fantastic^ 
are sincere at the moment he expresses themi, 
it becomes me to obey punctually commands, 
which, however absurd, are imposed in conse- 
quence of the governor's belief that they are 
rendered necessary by the times, and not inven- 
tions designed to vex and domineer over his 
officers in the indulgence of his official powers. 
I would I knew which is the true statement of 
the case, and whether the once famed De Wal- 
ton is become afraid of his enemies more than 
fits a knight, or makes imaginary doubts the 
pretext of tyrannizing over his friend. I cannot 
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%Ay it would make much difference to me, but I 
would rather have it that the man I once loved 
had turned a petty tyrant than a weak-spirited 
coward ; and I would be content that*he should 
study to vex me, rather than be afraid of his own 
shadow/' 

With these ideas passing in his mind, the young 
knight crossed the causeway which traversed the 
piece of water that fed the moat, and, passing 
under the strongly fortified gateway, gave strict 
orders for letting down the portcullis, and eleva* 
ting the drawbridge, even at the appearance of 
De "Walton's own standard before it. 

A slow and guarded movement from the hunt- 
ing-ground to the Castle of iDouglas, gave the 
governor ample time to recover his temper, and 
to forget that his young friend had shown lesfii 
alacrity than usual in obeying his commands. H^ 
was even disposed to treat as a jest ihe length 
of time and extreme degree of ceremony wilt 
which every point of martial discipline was ob» 
served on his own re-admissi<m to the castle, 
though the raw air <tf a wet spring evening 
whistled around his own imsheltered person, and 
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tiiiose of his followers, as they waited before the 
fiastle-gate for the exchange of passwords, the 
delivery of keys, and all the slow minutiae attend- 
ant upon the movements of a garrison in a well- 
guarded fortress. 

<< Come/' said he to an old knight, who was 
peevishly blaming the lieutenant-governor, << it 
was my own fault ; I spoke but now to Aymer 
de Valence with more authoritative emphasis 
than his newly dubbed dignity was pleased with, 
and this precise style of obedience is a piece of 
not unnatural and very pardonable revenge. 
Well, we will owe him a return, Sir Philip—- 
Shall we not? This is not a night to keep a 
man at the gate/' 

. This dialogue, overheard by some of the 
|(quires and pages, was bandied about from one 
to another, tmtil it ^tirely lost the tone of good 
humour in which it was spoken, and the offence 
was one for which Sir John de Walton and old 
Sir Philip were to meditate revenge, and was 
said to have been represented by the governor as 
a piece of mortal and intentional offence on the 
part of his subordinate officer. 
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Thus an increasing feud went on from day to 
day between two warriors, who, with no just 
-cause of quarrel, had at heart every reason to 
•esteem and lore each other. It became visible 
in the fortress even to those of the lower rank, 
who hoped to gain some consequence, by inter- 
mingling in the species of emulation produced 
by the jealousy of the commanding officers — an 
emulation which may take place, indeed, in the 
present day, but can hardly have the same sense 
of wounded pride and jealous dignity attached to 
it, which existed in times when the personal 
jionour of knighthood rendered those who pos- 
sessed it jealous of every punctilio. 

So many little debates took place between 
the two knights, that Sir Aymer de Valence 
thought himself under the necessity of writing 
to his uncle and namesake, the Earl of Pem- 
broke, stating that his officer. Sir JohB de Wal- 
ton, had unfortunately of late taken some degree 
of prejudice against him, and that, after having 
borne with many provoking instances of his dis- 
pleasure, he was now compelled to request that 
his place of service should be changed from the 
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Casde of Douglas, to wherever honour could be 
acquired, and time might be given to put an end 
to his present cause of complaint against his 
commanding officer. Through the whole letter^ 
young Sir Aymer was particularly cautious how 
he expressed his sense of Sir John de Walton's 
jealousy or severe usage ; but such sentiments 
are not easily concealed, and in spite of him an 
air of displeasure glanced out from several pass-» 
ages, and indicated his discontent with his uncle's 
old friend and companion in arms, and with the 
sphere of military duty which his uncle had him* 
self assigned him. 

An accidental movement among the English 
troops brought Sir Aymer an answer to his let- 
ter sooner than he could have hoped for at that 
time of day, in the ordinary course of corre- 
spondence, which was then extremely slow and 
interrupted, 

Pembroke, a rigid old warrior, entertained 
the most partial opinion of Sir John de Walton^ 
who was a work as it were of his own hands^ 
and was indignant to find that his nephew, whom 
he considered as a mere boy, elated by having 

b2 
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bad the dignity of knighthood conferred upoa 
him at an ^e nnusually early, did not absolutely 
toincide with him in this opinion* He replied to 
him, accordingly, in a tone of high displeasure 
ftnd expressed himself as a person <^ rank would 
Write to a young and dependent kinsman upon 
the duties of his profession ; and, as he gadier^ 
ed his nephew's cause of complaint from his 
t>wn letter, he conceived that he did him no in- 
justice in making it slighter than it really was* 
He reminded the young man that the study of 
v$hivalry consisted in the fidthful and patient 
discharge of military service, whether of high xfr 
low degree, according to the circumstances in 
-which war placed the champion. That above all, 
the post of danger, which Douglas Castle had 
"been termed by common consent, was also the 
post of honour ; and that a young man should 
be cautious how he incurred the supposition of 
being desirous of quitting his present honourable 
^command, because he was tired of the discipline 
iOf a military director so renowned as Sir John 
*de Walton. Much also there was, as was natural 
;in a letter of that time, concerning the duty -of 
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young men, whether in cauncil or in anBt, to 
be guided implicidy by their elders ; and it 
vas obsenred, with justice^ that tiie commanding 
officer, who had put himself into the situation of 
being responsible with his honour, if not his Ufe, 
for the event of the si^e or blockade, might 
justly, and in a degree more than common, claim 
the implicit direction of the whole defence* 
Lasdy, Pembroke reminded his nephew that he 
was, in a great measure, dependent upon tho 
report of Sir John de Walton for the character 
whichhewastosttistaininafiterlifei and remind* 
ed him, thai a few actions of headlong and m^ 
considerate yalour would not so firmly found hit 
military reputation, as months and yosrs spe^t 
in regular, humble, and steady obedience to tb# 
jBommands which the governor c{ Douglns Casr 
tie might think necessary in so dangerous a 
conjuncture. 

This misfiave arrived within so short time aft^ 
the despatch of the letter to which it Was a r^y^ 
(that Sir Aymer was almost tempted to. suppose 
^MOt his uncle had some mode of oorrespimding 
De Walton, unknown to fhe young knight 
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himself, and to the rest of the garrison* And 
as the earl alluded to some particular displeasure 
which ^had been exhibited by De Valence on a 
late trivial occasion, his uncle's knowledge of 
this, and other minutiae, seemed to confirm his 
idea that his own conduct was watched in a man« 
ner which he did not feel honourable to himself, 
or dignified on the part of his relative ; in a 
word, he conceived himself exposed to that sort 
of surveillance of which, in all ages, the young 
have acciised the old. It hardly needs to say^ 
that the admonition of the Earl of Pembroke 
greatly chafed the fiery spirit of his nephew ; 
Insomuch, .that if the earl had wished to write a 
letter purposely to increase the prejudices which 
4ie desired to put an end to, he could not have 
made use of terms better calculated for that 
effect 

The truth was, that the old archer, Gilbert 
Greenleaf, had, without the knowledge of the 
young knight, gone to Pembroke's camp, in 
Ayrshire, and was recommended by Sir John de 
Walton to the earl, as a person who could give 
such minute, information respecting Aymer de 
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Valence, as he might desire to receive. The old 
-archer M^aSy as we have seen, a formalist, and 
when pressed on some pointe of Sir Aymer de 
Valence's discipline, he did not hesitate to throw 
out hints, which, connected with those in the 
knight's letter to his uncle, made the severe old 
^arl adopt too implicitly the idea that his nephew 
was indulging a spirit of insubordinaition, and a 
sense of impatience under authority, most dan- 
gerous to the character of a young soMer. A 
little explanation might have produced a com- 
plete agreement in the sentiments of both ; but 
for this, fate allowed neither time nor opportu* 
nity ; and the old earl was unfortunately induced 
to become a party, instead of a negotiator, in 
the quarrel, 



(( 



And by decision more embroiled tbe fray.'* 



Sir John de Walton soon perceived, that the 
receipt of Pembroke's letter did not in any re- 
spect alter the cold ceremonious conduct of his 
lieutenant towards him, which limited their in- 
tercourse to what their situation rendered indis- 
pensable, and exhibited no advances to any more 
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frank or infinuite eonnexion, Tliiif» as may 
sometimes be the ease between officenn in their 
relative sitoations even at the present day, they 
remained in tiiat cold stiiBF d^ree of official com- 
mnnication, inidiich their interoomse ivhs limited 
to as few expresdims as tiie respective duties of 
Am situation absolutely demanded. Snch a 
State of mkundeistanding is, in fact, worse tium 
a downright quarrel; — ^die latt^ may be ei&> 
plained or apologized for, or become the sabf ect 
of mediation; but in sudi a case as the former, 
an edbtretsMiiimf is as unlikely to take place asa 
general engagenent between two armies wMdi 
have taken up strong defensiye positions on botii 
rides. Duty, however, obliged the two principal 
persons in the garrison of Douglas Casde, to he 
often tc^ether, when they were so fsur from seek* 
ing an opportunity of making up matters, that 
they usually revived ancient subjects of debate. 
It was upon i^uch an occasion that De Walton, 
in a very formal manner, asked De Valence in 
what capacity, and for how long time, it was iis 
pleasure that the minstrel, called Bertram, should 
remain at the castie. 
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** A week,'* said the governor, ** is certainly 
long enongli, in this time and place, to express 
tiie hospitality due to a minstrel." 

^* Certainly/' replied the young man, " 1 have 
not interest enough in the subject to form a 
single wish upon it'' 

^ In that case," resumed De Walton, ^^ I shall 
request of this person to cut short his visit at the 
Castle of Douglas." 

.. '* I know no particular interest," replied 
Aymer de Valence, << which I can possibly have 
in this man's motions. He is here under pretence 
of making some researches after the writings 
of Thomas of Erceldoun, ^aQed the Rhymer, 
which he says are infinitely curious, and of 
which theK is a volume in the old Baron's study^ 
saved somehow from the flames at the last con- 
flagration. This told, you know as much of his 
errand as I do ; and if you hold the presence of 
a wandering old man, and the neighbourhood 
of a boy, dangerous to the castle under yo^ur 
charge, you will no doubt do well to dismiss 
Jtliem, — it will cost but a. w<»rd of your mouth.'^ 

<^ Pardon me,'^ said De Walton; ^^ the niinsCrel 
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came here as one of your retinae, and I could 
not, in fitting courtesy, send him away without 
your leave.'* 

" I am sorry, then," answered Sir Aymer, 
<^ in my turn, that you did not mention your 
purpose sooner. I never entertained a depend- 
ent vassal or servant, whose residence in the 
castle I would wish to have prolonged a moment 
beyond your honourable pleasure." 

^' I am sorry," said Sir John de Walton, ^^ that 
we two have of late grown so extremely cour- 
teous that it is difficult for us to understand each 
other. This minstrel and his son come from 
we know not where, and are bound we know 
not whither. There is a report among some of 
your escort, that this fellow Bertram upon the 
way had the audacity to impugn, even to your 
face, the King of England's right to the crown 
of Scotland, and that he debated the point with 
you, while your other attendants were desired 
by you to keep behind and out of hearing." 

^^ Hah !" said Sir Aymer, ^^ do you mean to 
found on that circumstance any charge against 
my loyalty ? I pray you to observe, that such 
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an arerment would touch mine honour, which 
I am ready and willing to defend to the last 
gasp." 

^^ No doubt of it, Sir Knight," answered the 
governor ; ^^ but it is the strolling minstrel, and 
not the high-born English knight, against whom 
the charge is brought. Weill the minstrel 
comes to this castle, and he intimates a wish 
that his son should be allowed to take up his 
quarters at the little old convent of Saint Bride, 
where two or three Scottish nuns and friars are 
still permitted to reside, most of them rather 
out of respect to their order, than for any good* 
will which they are supposed to bear the Eng* 
lish or their sovereign. It may also be noticed^ 
that this leave was purchased by a larger sum 
of money, if my information be correct, than is 
usually to be found in the purses of travelling 
minstrels, a class of wanderers alike remarkable 
for their poverty and for their genius. What 
do you think of all this ?' 

" I ?" — ^replied De Valence ,• " I am happy 
that my situation, as a soldier under command^ 
altogether dispenses with my thinking of it at 



4*2 CA8TLB DAN6SROU8. 

aU# My post, as lieutenant of your oastle, is 
gacb, that if I can manage matters so as to call 
my honour and my soul my own, I must think 
that quite enough of free- will is left at my com- 
mand; and I promise you shall not hare again 
to reprove, ct send a bad report of me to my 
uncle, on that account." 

^^ Thk is beyond sufferance !'' said -^r John 
de Walton half aside, and then proceeded aloud 
'— ** Do not, for Heaven's sake, do yourself and 
me the injustice of supposing that I am endea* 
Touring to gain an advantage over you by these 
questions* Recollect, young knight, that when 
you evade giving your commanding officer your 
advice when required, you &il.as much in point 
of duty, as if, you declined affording him the 
asiHstance of your sword and lan^^e." 

•* Such being the case," sffiswered De Va- 
lence, '^ let me know plainly on what matter it 
is that you require my opinion ? I will deliver 
it plainly, and stand by the result, even if I 
ahouM have thei mii^ortune -(a criaie tmpardon- 
aUe in so young a man, and so infericN: an offi* 
eery t^d^er from J^hat of l^r Johp de Walton.H 
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*^ I would ask yon then^ Sir Knight of Var 
lence,** answered the governor, " what is your 
i^ihion with rei^ect to iMs minstrel, Bertram, 
and whether the suspicions respecting him and 
hk son are not suefa as to call upon me, in per- 
formance of my duty, to put them to a close exa^ 
mination, with the question ordinary and extra- 
ordinary, as is usual in such cases, and to expel 
them not only from the castle, but from thd 
whole territory of Douglas Dale, under pain of 
scourging, if they be again found wandering in 
these parts/' 

^ You ask me my opinion^'' said De Valence, 
<' and you shall have it, Sir Knight of Walton, 
as freely and fairly, as if matters stood betwixt us 
on a footing as friendly as they ever did. I agree 
with you, that most of Ihose who in these days 
profess die science of minstrelsy, are altogether 
unqualified to support the higher pretensions of 
that noble order. Minstrels by right, are men 
who have dedicated themselves to the noble occu- 
pation of celebrating knightly deeds and gene- 
I'ous principles ; it is in their verse that the valiant 
blight is handed down to fame, and the poet has 
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a right, nay is bound, to emulate the virtues which 
he praises. The looseness of the times hais dimi- 
nished the consequence, and impaired the mo- 
rality of this class of wanderers ; their satire and 
their praise are now too often distributed on no 
other principle than love of gain ; yet let us hope 
that there are still among them some who know, 
and also willingly perform, their duty. My own 
opinion is, that this Bertram holds himself as one 
who has not shared in the degradation of his 
brethren, nor bent the knee to the mammon of 
the times ; it must remain with you, sir, to judge 
whether such a person, honourably and morally 
disposed, can cause any danger to the Castle of 

• 

Douglas. But believing, from the sentiments he 
has manifested to me, that he is incapable of play- 
ing the part of a traitor, I must strongly remon- 
strate against his being punished as one, or sub- 
jected to the torture within the walls of an Eng- 
lish garrison. I should blush for my country, if it 
required of us to inflict such wanton misery upon 
wanderers, whose sole &ult is poverty ; and your 
own knightly sentiments will suggest more than 
would become me to state to Sir John de Walton, 
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unless in so far as is necessary to apologize for 
retaining my own opinion." 

Sir John de Walton's dark brow was stricken 
with, red when he heard an opinion delivered in 
opposition to his own, which plainly went to 
stigmatize his advice as ungenerous, unfeeling, 
and unknightly. He made an effort to preserve 
his temper, while he thus replied with a degree 
of calmness. ** You have given your opinion, 
Sir Aymer de Valence; and that you have given 
it openly and boldly, without regard to my own, 
I diank you. It is not quite so clear, that I 
am obliged to defer my own sentiments to yours, 
in case the rules on which I hold my office — 
the commands of the king — ^and the observations 
which I may personally have made, shall recom- 
mend to me a different line of conduct from 
that which you think it right to adopt." 

De Walton bowed, in conclusion, with great 
gravity ; and the young knight, returning the 
reverence with exactly the same degree of stiff 
formality, asked whether there were any parti- 
cular orders respecting his duty in the castle ; 
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imd having reeeired aa answer in the negatiyef 
took his departure. 

Sir John de Walton, after an expression of 
impatience, as if disappointed at finding that the 
advance which he had made towards an explaaia** 
tion with his yonng friend had proved unex- 
pectedly abortive, composed his brow as if to 
deep thought, and walked several times to and 
fro in the apartment, considering what course 
he was to take in these circumstances. ^^ It is 
hard to censure him severely," he ssud, *^ when 
I recollect that, on first entering upon life, my 
own thoughts and feelings would have been die 
same with those of this giddy and hotheaded^ 
but generous boy. Now prudence teaches me' 
to suspect mankind in a thousand instances, 
where perhaps there is not sufficient ground* If 
I am disposed to venture my own honour and 
fortune, rather than an idle travelling minstrel 
should suffer a little pain, which at all events I 
might make up to him by money, still, have I a 
right to run the risk of a conspiracy against the 
king, and thus advance the treasonable surrender 
of the Castle of Douglas, for which I know so 
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many schemes are formed; for which, too, none 
can be imagined so desperate but agents will be 
fbnnd bold enough to undertake th^ execution ? 
A man who holds my situation, although the 
slare of conscience, ought to learn to set aside 
those fiJse scruples which assume the appear* 
ance of flowing from our own moral jQ^ling, 
whtcreas diey are in fact instilled by the sugges- 
tion of .affected delicacy. I will not, I sweat 
by Heaven, be infected by jdie follies of a boy 
such as Aymer ; I will not, that I may defer to 
his caprices, lose all that love, honomr, and am-> 
bition can propose, for the reward of twelve 
months' seryiee, of a nature the most watchful 
and unpleasant* I will go straight to my point, 
and use the ordinary precautions in Scotland, 
which I should employ in Normandy or Cras- 
coigny. — What ho ! page ? who waits there ?*^ 
One of his attendants repli^ to his summonfii 
— ^^ Seek me out Gilbert Oreenleaf the archer* 
and tell him I wouki speak with him touefain|^ 
the two bows and the sheaf of arrows, concerning; 
which I gave him a commission to Ayr.'' 
: A few minutes intervened after the order was 
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giyen^ when the archer entered, holding in his 
hand two bow-fitaves, not yet iashioned, and a 
number of arrows secured together with a thong. 
He bore the mysterious looks of one whose 
apparent business is not of very great conse- 
quence, but is meant as a passport for other 
affairs which are in themselyes of a secret nature. 
Accordingly, as the knight was silent, and af- 
forded no other opening for Oreenleaf, that 
judicious negotiator proceeded to enter upon 
sudi as was open to him. 

<< Here are the bowHStaves, noble sir, which you 
desired me to obtain while I was at Ayr with 
the Earl of Pembroke's army. Hiey are not so 
good as I could have wished, yet are perhaps b£ 
better quality than could have been procured by 
any other than a fair judge of the weapon.. The 
Earl of Pembroke's whole camp are frantic mad 
in otder to procure real Spanish staves from the 
Groyne, and otiier ports in Spain ; but thougb- 
two vessels laden witii such came into tiie port of 
Ayr, sidd to be for tiie King's army, yet I be- 
lieve never .one half of tiiem have come iqto 
English bands. These two grew in Sherwood, 
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which haying been seasoned since the time of 
Robin Hood, are not likely to fiiil either in 
strength or in aim, in so strong a hand, and with 
so jnst an eye, as those of the men who wait on 
your worship.'* 

<^ And who has got the rest, since two ships' 
cargoes of new bow-sstares are arrived at Ayr, 
and thou with difficulty hast only procured me 
two old ones ?' said the governor. 

<< Faith, I pretend not skill enough to know,"* 
answered Oreenleaf, shrugging his shoidderg.. 
<< Talk there is of plots in that country as weU 
as here. It is said that their Bruce, and the 
rest of his kinsmen, intend a new May-game, 
and that the outlawed king proposes to land near 
to Turnberry, early in summer, with a number 
of stout kernes from Ireland ; and no doubt the 
men of his mock earldom of Carrick are getting 
them ready with bow and spear for so hopeful 
an undertaking. I reckon that it will not cost 
us the expense of more than a few score of 
sheaves of arrows to put all that matter to 
rights.'* 

'< Do you talk then of conspiracies in this part 

VOL. IV. c 
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of the oovntry^ Oreenleaf ?' mid De WaltoB, 
*^I knair you «Qe u Bagaoiocts fellow^ well bred 
ftrmny^ a day to ike use of the bant stick and 
sbicig^ and will not allow suck a praetioe to go 
on under thy nose, without taking ndtiee of'it»'\ 
* '^ I am oU enoi^h, HeaveB know8»'' sidd 
Qreenlea^ ^' and have had good experience of 
these Soottidi wars, and know well whether 
these native Scots are a people to be trusted to 
by knight or yeoman* Say they are a false getfe- 
il^oD, and say a good archer told you 80» who, 
with a &ir aim, seldom missed a handsbreadth of 
the white. Ah I sir, your honour knows how to 
deal with them,**^ride them strongly, and r^ 
diem hard,-«*yoa are not ISlo diose simple novices 
who imagine that all is to be done by g^atle* 
Hess, and wish to parade themselves as courteoua 
and generous to those fidlUess mountaineeni^ 
who never, in the course of tibeir Uves, knew any 
tiacture eidier of oonrteousness or generosity*" 

^^ Thou alludest to some one," said the govern 
tUBT, ^^ and I diaiga thee, Gilbert, to be pkdn 
and sincere with me. Thou knowest, methink^ • 
that in ttnatia^ me thou will come to no hann ?" 
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*^ }t is true, it is true, m/* said' it&e old rem* 
nant of the ^mrs, carrying Ins hand to his forow; 
^ iMit it were imprudent to commttiiioAte all the 
remarks which float through an old man^a bndii' 
in the idle moments of suph a garrison as this. 
One stumbles unawares on fantasies, as wdl aa 
realities, and thus one gets^ not altc^ther uiide-* 
serredly, the character of a taie-bearer azid mis- 
ehief<4naker^ among his comradesy and methinka 
I would not wiUmgly fall under that aecusa^ 

' <^ Speak frankly to me," answieredDe Walton^: 
<< and hare no fear of being nasoonstrued, who*' 
Sbever the conversatifm may concern*''. 

^* Nay, in plain truti/' answeied Gilbert, ** r 
fear not the greatness of this young knigi^ 
being, aslam, thodklesisddierinthegarrigon^. 
and having drawn a bowHitring long and many 
a day ere he was weaned fiom hia nurse'a 
breast."* 

<< It is then,'' said De Walto% <<my lieutenant 
and friend, Aymer <b Valency at whom yonr^ 
snqpicions point?' 
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<< At nothing}'' replied the archer, ^^ touching 
the honour of the young knight himself, who is 
as brave as the sword he wears, and, his youth 
considered, stands high in the roll of English 
ehivaliry; but he is young, as your worship 
knows, and I own that in the choice of his com- 
pany he disturbs and alarms me/' 

« Why, you know, Greenleaf," answered the 
governor, ** that in the leisure of a garrison a 
knight cannot always confine his sports and plea* 
sures among those of his own rank, who are not 
numerous, and may not be so games<Hacie or 
fond of frolic as he would desire them to be." 

<< I knOw that well," answered the archer; 
^^ nor would I say a word concerning your ho- 
nour's lieutenant, for joining any honest fellows, 
however inferior their rank, in the wrestling ring, 
or at a bout of quarterstaff. But if Sir Aymer 
de Valence has a fondness for martial talts of 
former days, methinks he had better learn them 
frpm the ancient soldiers who have folbwed 
Edward the First, whom God assoilzie, and who 
have known before his time the Barons' wars^ 
and other onslaughts, in whidi the knights and 
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arcbers of merry England transmitted so many 
g&Qant actions to be recorded by i^e; this 
trulyy I say, were more beseeming the Earl 
of Pembroke's aiephew, than to see him closet 
himself day after day with a strolling minstrel, 
who gains his lirelihood by reciting nonsense 
and lies to such young men as are fond enough 
to believe him, of whom hardly any one knows 
whether he be English or Scottish in his opi- 
nions, and still less can any one pretend to say 
whether he is of English or Scottish birth, or 
with what purpose he lies lounging about this 
castle, and is left free to communicate every 
thing which passes within it to these old mut- 
terers of niatins at Saint Bride's, who say with 
their tongues, God save King Edward, but pray in 
their hearts, God save King Robert the Bruce. 
Such a communication he can easfly carry on by 
means of his son, who lies at Saint Bride's cell, as 
your worship knows, under pretence of illness." 

<< How do you say ?' exdaimed the governor, 
<( under pretence ? — ^is he not then really indis- 
posed?' 

<^ Nay, he may be sick to the death* for aught 
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I know/'^ 8tid the axduer^ ^* but if so^ wem it 
Bot ihen more xtttiml that the fadier should at- 
tend his 8011^8 8idE.«bed, dtttn tiiat he should be 
miging^ abont Ihia castle, where one etemaBy 
neete hixa ia the dd Baroa's 8tndy> ov inaone 
coomer, where yea least eaqpieet to find hini.'^ 

^ If he has no knrfid ol^f cf^" replied the 
ksught^ ^itraight be as yoa say ; but he b said 
to be ia qiiestiof ancient poema or prepheeiet of 
Merlin, of Ae Rhym^, or seme other old bard; 
and in truth it is natural for him to wish to eiH 
large his stock of knowledge and power of giTing 
amusement, and where shimld he find die means 
aave in a study filled with anci^it books?' 

*^ No doubt," repfied the archer, with a twti 
id dry ciyil sneer of incredulity} ^^ I have set 
dom known an insurrecti(Hi in Scotland bat that 
it was prophesied by some old fiNrgotten rhyme^ 
eonjured out of dust and cobwebs, for the sdke 
of giving couage to those North Country rebeUr 
who daiat net otherwise have abidden die wfaSst- 
lis^ ef the gt ey-goose shaft ; but earled heaciar 
are hasty, and, with license, even your 
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tninj Sir Kniglit, retains too mucli of tbe firt of 
youth for sa€k ua^tain times as the present.". 

^ Thou hast oonyiaced me, Gilbert Greea- 
leaf, and I will look into this majt's business 
and occupation more closely than hitherto. This 
is no time to peril the safety of a royal castle for 
Ae sake of affecting generosity towards a man 
of whom we know so little, and to whom, till we 
xeceire a rery full explanation, we may, wiib- 
out doing him injustice, attach grave suspi^- 
eions« Is he now in the apartment called the 
Baron's study ?' 

*^ Your worship will be certain to find him 
there," replied Gteenleaf. 
. ^< Then iblhiw me» with two or three of thy 
comrades, and keep out of sights but within 
hearii^; it may be necessary to arrest this 
man." 

<< My assistance," said ihe old archer, '^ riiall 
be at hand when you call, bnt^ 

<< But what?" said the knight; «^ I hope I am 
not to find doubts and disobedienee on all hands?/ 

^ Certainty not on mine," replied Greenleaf ; 
** I would mily remind your worsiup that what 



I 
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I liare said was a sincere opinion expressed in 
answer to your worsliip's question; and that, 
as Sir Aymer de Valence has avowed himself 
. the patron of this man, I would not willingly 
be left to the hazard of his revenge." 

" Pshaw !*' answered De Walton, " is Aymer 

de Valence governor of this castle, or am I ? or 

to whom do you imagine you are responsible 

for answering such questions as I may put to 

'you?* '• 

** Nay," replied the archer, secretly not dis- 
pleased at seeing De Walton show some littfe 
jealousy of his own authority, ^< believe me, Sir 
Knight, that I know my own station and your 
worship's, and that I am not now to be told to 
whom I owe obedience/' 

<< To the study then, and let us find the man,'' 
said the governor. 

^< A fine matter indeed," subjoined Green- 
leaf, following him, ^^ that your worship should 
have to g^ in person to look after the arrest of so 
mean an individual. But your honour is ri^ht ; 
these minstrels are often jugglers, and possess 
the power of making their escape by means 
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wMch borrel* folk like myself are disposed to 
attribute to necromancy." 

Without attending to these last words, Sir 
John de Walton set forth towards the study, 
walking at a quick pace, as if this conversation 
had augmented hiis deisire to find himself in pos* 
session of the person of the suspected minstrel. 

Traversing the ancient passages of the castle, 
the governor had no difficulty in reaching the 
study, which was strongly vaulted with stone^ 
and furnished with a sort of iron cabinet, intended 
foi; the preservation of articles and papers of 
v^e, in case of fire. Here he found the min- 
strel seated at a small table, sustaining before 
him a manuscript, apparently of great antiquity, 
from which he seemed engaged in making ex- 
tracts. The windows of the room were very 
small, and still showed some traces that they 
had originally been glazed with a painted Ids* 
tory of Saint Bride — ^ahother mark of the devo- 
tion of the grreat family of Douglas to their 
tutelar saint. 



* Vnleurned. 
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Tbe auAslrel, w^o liad secaoMd deapfy wntpt 
in the contemplation of his tfisk» on being im 
lurbed by thft uakokecUfor entnmfie ^ Sir John 
da Wakcin, rose with ererj naark of fespect: and 
linimlity9 smd^ r^vtmning stendngp la the govet^ 
aoK^s preMBce, appeared to wait for his inteiiiK 
gatiofis,. a$ if he had aiktidpated that tke xiA 
^oneenied hiiMelf partuuladly. 

<* I am tofiippos^SrMia6trel»'* »dd l%r Jda 
da WalU«9 ^^ thai you have been sucoesgfoi in 
yolir aearchy and have fioud the idU. of penary 
te prophifclea thad yon jnoposed to 89V(^ after, 
wnongi^ tibflie bfokes: shelves and tattered vo* 
inmes?' 

*^ More SQCcessfQl dtaa I codd h«ve ex^ 
jieetc^V^ replied die minstrel^ ^ <^ considering^ the 
'^iect&of the eonflagraticHi. Tins, Sir Knight^ 
is appaarentiy libe fittal voliune for which i sought 
end strange it is, eonsideiing the heafvy chanoe 
mi oduer books eontwiedr kt this libtary, th^t I 
liave keesL aUo to find a few dioagh in^i^eet 
fragments of it'' 

. <^ iSbce, therefore, y4»u have been permitted 
to indulge your curioaty>"^ said the governor, 



^I tnut, fldbQitrely y^m wi& bare ao c^^lka 
te flatibfy laine ?** 

The mmstrel replied with the ume hamiikf^ 
*^ thari; if libere wm aaj lUbg wiAiD the fNxir eoi^ 
{MOB of his shill iridch could gratify Sir John db 
Walton in any degree, he wwM bd Teack hia 
Intte, and piresesdy obey Ua coaoBiaiida." 

^ You mistake, sar,'' s»d SSlr John, ssa ne w ha t 
harshly. <^ I an noae of those who hasire bovrs to 
spend in lis€eiiiii|g fo tales ot Bnuie of foffaasr 
days ; my Hfo has haidfy giFon me time enongh 
for learning the dutiea of my prof esshniy furhm 
has it alhuared me Idsnre fSar such tvaag^g 
UMes. I ears not who kaowa it» but my ear is 
so incspaUe of judgii^ of yoor art^ whidi you 
doubllsBB iUnk a ndbie oney that I can scarcely 
tell the modaJation of one tane fwaa aaothar*** 

^ la that case^" lepUad tha msastiel oom^ 
sedly^ ^ I can hardly pcoosisa. mysdf libe pkir 
sure of a&sdnig year woohip the aawacssesit 
whidL I might dibcswise henre done." 

'< Nsr do I kok finr any at your hand,'' iaid 

'the goiffstnor, advancing a st^ nearer to hiin^ 

and speaking in a; stcnacriooe^ ^^Iwantinfonm^ 
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.tion, sir, whidi I am aaenued you can g^ve me, 
if y^a incline ; and it is my duty to tell you, that 
if you show unvillingness to speak the truth, I 
know means by which it will become my painful 
duty to extort it in a more disagreeable manner 
than I would wish." 

^^ If your questions. Sir Knight," answered 
Bertram, << be sudi as I canor ought to answer, 
there shall be no occasion to put them more than 
once. If they are such $s I cannot or ought nc^t 
to reply to, believe me that no threats of Tiol^ooe 
wiU extort an answer from! me/' 
, » You speak boldly,'' said Sir John de Wal- 
ton ; <^ but take my word for it, that your corns, 
age will be put to the test. I am as litde fond 
4>f proceeding to such extremities as you can be 
of undergoing them, but such will be the natu- 
ral consequence of yoor own obstinacy. I there- 
fore ask you, whether Bertram be your real 
name — ^whether you have^any other professiim 
than that of a travelling minstrel — and, lastly, 
whether you have any acquaintance or connexion 
with any Englishman or Scottidmian beyotid 
the walls of dits Castle of Douglas?' 
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** To these questions," replied the minstrel, 
^< I have already answered the worshipful 
'knight, Sir Aymer de Valence, and, having 
fiilly satisfied him^ it is not, I conceive, necessary 
that I should undergo a second examination ; nor 
is it consistent either with your woridiip's ho^ 
nonr, or that of the lieutenant-governor, that 
sueh a re-examination should take place/* 

^< You are very considerate,^ replied the go- 
vernor, ^< of my honour and of that of Sir Ay- 
mer de Valence. X^ke my word for it, they are 
both in perfect safety in our own keeping, and 
may dispense with your attention. I ask you, 
will you answer the enquiries which it is my 
duty to make, or , am I to enforce obedience by 
putting you under die penalties of the question ? 
I have already, it is my duty to say, se^i the 
answers you have returned to my lieutenant, 
and they do not satisfy me." 

He at the same time clapped his hands, and 
two or three archers showed themselves, strip- 
ped of their tunics, and only attfared in their shirts 
and hose. 

<* I understand," said the minstrel, ^^ that you 
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iDtend to ioiict upon me a punishmei^t wUeli is 
Horeign tor ^he genins of tlie English lariKS» in HoA 
710 [Mroof is rndduced of mj gaSit. I have already 
told th^ I am by birtk an Eng^hinaBs by p^ 
ftflsion a nmutrel, and tkal I am tstaMy mam^ 
^nected with any person likely to noiirtth anyder- 
sign against: this Casde of Douglas, Siir Joho de 
Walton, or his garriseii. Whatanoivefsyoainay 
'Cxtori from me fay bodily agany^ I cannot, to 
qpeak as apkin-dealiBg CfaidstiEuijJiold myielf j;»- 
sponsifale lor; Itiunk that I can* endure as much 
pain as any one; I am sure that I neffer yetfelt 
a degree of agcrny, that I would nat wiUingly 
prefer to Jbveakiag my plighted word, or beec^ 
imng a fidse informs against innocent persona ; 
bmt I own Idonotknow&e extent to which the 
art of torture may be canried ; and though I db 
mit htxf you, Sir John de Walton, yet I must 
acknowledge that I fear myself, rince I know nat 
to what extremity yonr eroelty may be capable 
a£ sat^eotzBg mie, or how fur I may be enabkd 
to bear it. I, tikerefore, in the. fimt place, pso- 
test, that I shall in no manner be liable far aoy 
3Wirda which Imay uitterm theeoome of aayez- 



aminatiefi enforced frtai me by tortiixe ; and you 
must therefore^ under such eurcumstaoeesy pro- 
ceed to the execnftdoii of ,aii offiee^ whieh, pennit 
me to say, h hardly that whidi I expected to 
hare found tihus administered by an acccmipliak- 
ed knight like ypurself." 

"Hark you, sir/' replied the govetnor, ^ you 
and I are at issue, and in doing my duty, I ought 
instantly to proceed to the eiEtremities I have 
threatened ; but perhaps you yourself fed le» 
telttctance to undergo the examtnatioii as propd- 
sed, thaa I shaU do in commaiidingritj I irifl 
therefore consign you for the present to a place 
of confinement, suitable to one who is suspected 
of being a sqpy upon this fi>rtress» Until you aie 
pieced to mnoye (Rich .niVielons, your lodgiogs 
and nourishment are those of a prisoner. In tbe 
meantime, befeie subjectmg you to Ike question, 
take notice, I will myself ride to the Abbey of 
Saint Bride, and sadlii^mysetf whether the young 
persiMi whom you would pastas your son, is pos- 
sess^ of the same determinatiou as that whidi 
you yourself 49ieem to assert. It may so happoi 
that his examination and^yoms may thr<M¥ such 
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light upon eacli other as will decidedly prove 
either your gpailt or innocence, without its being 
confirmed by the use of the extraordinary ques- 
tion. If it be otherwise, tremble for your son's 
sake, if not for your own. — Have I shaken you, 
sir ? — or do you fear, for your boy's young sinews 
and joints, the engines which, in your own' case, 
you seem willing to defy ?* 

<< Sir,'' answered the minstrel recovering from 
the momentary emotion he had shown, ^^ I leave 
it to yourself, as a man of honour and candour, 
whether you ought, in common fiedrness, to form 
a worse opinion of any man, because he is not 
unwilling to incur, in his own person, severities 
idiich he would not desire to be inflicted upon 
his child, a sickly youth, just recovering from a 
dangerous disease." 

<^ It is my duty," answered De Walton, after 
a short pause, ^^ to leave no stone unturned by 
• which this business may be traced to the source; 
and if thou desirest mercy for thy son, thou wilt 
thyself most easily attain it, by setting him the 
example of honesty and plain-dealing." 

The minstrel threw himself back on the seat. 
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as if fuHy resolved to bear every extremity that 
could be inflicted, rather than make any &r- 
ther answer than he had abready offered. Sir 
Jobn de Walton himself seemed in some degree 
uncertain what might now be^ his best course. 
He felt an invincible repugnance to proceed, 
without due consideration^ in what most people 
would bave considered the direct line of his duty, 
by inflicting the torture* both upon fathctr and 
son ; but, deep as was his sense of devotion to- 
wards the King, and numerous as wore the hopes 
and expectations he had formed upon the strict 
discharge of his present high trust, he could not 
resolve upon having recourse at once to this cruel 
Dtiethod of cutting the knot. Bertram's appear- 
ance was venerable, and his power of words not * 
tmworthy of his aspect and bearing.. The gover- 
nor remembered that Aymer de Valence, whose 
judgment in general it was impossiUe to deny^ 
had described him as one of those rare indivi- 
duals, who vindicated the honour of a corrupted 
profession by their p^Bonal good behaviour ; 
and he acknowledged to himself, that there was 
. gross croelty and injustice in refasiiig to admit 
the prisoner to the credit of being a true and 



lioiieBt many untily bj way of proYing lik reoli- 
tode, lie Ittd straiiied every flinew, and cnuked 
every jwxt in his body, as wdl as those of hk 
awu ^^ I kaTe no touehstone," he said iatenud- 
lyy ^^ whidi can distinguish truth firom fidsdie^d; 
^ t3M» Bruce aad his foUoweis are on the aler^ — Jie 
Jias certainly equipped the galleys which lay at 
Baehiin during winter* This story^ loo^ of 
CSieenieaf, about anas being procured for a new 
imunredi<Mi9 talUes strangely withthe appearanee 
.«f thai savi^e4D(ddng forester at the hunt; and 
all tends to show» that something is upon the 
anvil whidi it is my duty to provide against. I 
will, therefore, pass over no drenmstenoe by 
which I can affect the mind dirough hope or 
fiaar ; but, please God to give me light JrmnaAy 
-other souBce, I will not think it lawful to toiment 
these nnfiHtunate, and, it may yet be, hoaeat 
(inen/' : Heaecoardingly took his departure from 
4ke libxaary, whispeni^ a word to Greeideaf r^ 
apectiBg^the priasaet. 

He hadreached the ovtward door of the stodj^ 
:aBd iiis satellites had already taksa the oU mam 

roicQ washeaid catting 
t for a angle aiomaiit. 
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^ Wkit IksM thou to Bay, sir?* said the go^ 
remm; <* he sp^edy^ for I h«ve alreadjr lost 
Bwretimem Kstaimg to thee than I am answer- 
aUe fi>v 1^ scb I advise thee for tidne owe 
Bake?' 

'^ I adriae tliee^^' said &e miBSftrel^ ^^ for tUae 
OVB sake. Sir Jdm de Wdtoo,^ to beirare hivar 
thou dsst inaist on thy pitsent purpose^ by which 
iJmhi thysdf akase^ of all men Mning, wiU nest 
severely suflsv. If thou faanoest a. hair of ihttb 
young maaoi's head — -nay, if tho«i pexmittest him to 
imderg<o> any privotioa which it is in thy paiwev 
to prev«iil^ thou wik, in doii^ soy prepase for 
thine own soQering a degree of agi^ny laoce 
aente timn any thing else in tUs naortal wvrld 
coaU cause thee. I swear by the most blessed 
ofajeieta of our. holy religion ; I csll to witness 
that holy sepidehre^ of wluch I ksnne been as 
mmroadky visitor, that I speak nothing buH; thie 
truth, and that then wilt one day testify tky 
gratitude fer the parti asn now acting. It is 
my iilterest, as wieU as yours, to* secure you in 
^tst> safe posseiribn of tikis castk, although assiiy 
radly^ I hne^ souie thsoga tespeetipg it,^ and 
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respectiiig your worship, which I am not at 
liberty to tell without the consent of that, youth. 
Bring me but a note under his hand, consenting 
to my taking you into our mystery, and believe 
me, you will soon see those clouds charmed 
away ; since there was never a doleful uncer* 
tainty which more speedily changed to joy, or a 
thunder-cloud of adversity which more instantly 
gave way to sunshine, than would then the sus- 
picions which appear now so formidable/' 

He spoke with so much earnestness as to make 
some impression upon Sir John de Walton, who 
was once more wholly at a loss to know what 
line his duty called upon him to pursue. 

<^ I would most gladly,'' said the governor, 
'< follow out my purpose by the gentlest means in 
my power ; and I shall bring no further distress 
upon this pocHT lad, tlmn thine own obstinacy and 
his shall appear to deserve. In the meantime^ 
think. Sir Minstrel, that my duty has limits, and 
if I slack it for a day, it will become thee to 
exert every effort in thy power to meet my con- 
descension. I will give thee leave to address 
thy son by a line under thy hand, anil I will 
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awmt his answer before I proceed &rtfa^r in 
this matter, which seems to be very mysterious. 
Meantime, if thoa hast a soul to be saved, I 
conjure thee to speak the truth, and tell me 
whether the secrets of which thou seemest to be 
atoo ^Edthful treasurer, have regard to the prac* 
tices of Douglas, of Bruce, or of any in their 
names, against this Castle of Douglas ?' 

The prisoner thought a moment, and then re* 
plied — <^ I am aware, Sir Knight, of the severe 
diarge under which this command is intrusted to 
your hands, and were it in my power to assist you, 
as a faithful minstrel and loyal subject, either 
with hand or tongue, I should feel myself called 
upon so to do ; but so for am I from being the 
character your suspicions have apprehended, that 
I should have held it for certain that the Bruce 
and Douglas had assembled their followers, fo^ 
the purpose of renouncing their rebellious at* 
tempts, and -taking their departure for the Holy 
Land, but for the apparition of th^ forester, who, 
I hear, bearded you at the hunting, which im- 
presses upon me the belief, that when so reso* 
lule a folfower and henchman of the Douglas 
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ifas ritting fearkfls among you. Ids master and 
ooamtdes could be at no great disiaace— ^how ftr 
Us intentioDS could be friendly to you, I most 
leaye it to yourself to judge ; only bdiere me 
tkus far, diat the radc, pulley, or pincers, would- 
not bave compelled me to act the informer, or 
adyiser, in a quarrel wherein I have little or no 
share, if I had not been desirous of &dng the be* 
Uef upon you, that you are dealing with a true 
man, and one who has your wel£ure at heart* — 
Meanwhile, permit me to hare writing materials, 
cff let my own be restored, for I possess, in some 
degree, the higher arts of my calling ; nor do I 
fear but that I can procure for you an ezplana* 
tion of these marvds, without mudi m«re kos 
of time.'* 

<* God grant it prove so," said die governor ; 
^ tiioogh I see not well how I can hope for so 
favourable a termination, and I may sustain great 
harm by trusting too much on the present oeca* 
sion. My duty, however, requires that, in ike 
mean time, you be removed into strict confine* 
ment." 

He handed to tiie prisoner as he spoke the 
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writiiig materials, which had been seized upon 
by the archers on their first entrance, and then 
commanded those satellites to unhand the min- 
strel. 

'^ I must th^n,'* said Bertram, '< remain sub- 
jected to all the severities of a strict captivity ? 
but I deprecate no hardship whatever in my own 
person, so I may secure you from acting with a 
degree of rashness, of which you will all your 
life repent^ without the means of atoning." 

** No more words, minstrel,'* said the gover- 
nor; *^ but since I have made my choice, per-* 
haps a very dangerous one for myself, let us carry 
this spell iato execution, which thou sayest is to 
serve me, as mariners say that oil spread upon 
ibe xagmg billows wUI assuage their &ry." 
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CHAPTER III. 



Beware ! beware ! of the Black Friar. 

He BtiU retuna lus'sway. 
For ht ia yet the charch*a heir by rights 

Whoever may be the lay. 
Amandeville ia lord by day, 

But the monk ia lord by lught, 
Not wine mnr waaael could raiae a vaaaal 

To queation that friar'a right. 

J}om JmoHf Canto zviL 

The minstrel made no vain boast of the skill 
wUch lie possessed in the use of pen and ink* 
In fiact, no priest of the time could have produced 
his little scroll more speedily, more neatly com<^ 
posed, or more £Edrly written, than were the 
lines addressed *< To the youth called Augustine, 
son of Bertram the MinstreL*' 

<< I have not folded this letter," said he, ** nor 
tied it with silk, for it is not expressed so as to 
explain the mystery to you; nor, to speak frank* 
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ly, do I think that it can convey to you any 
intelligence ; but it may be satisfactory to show 
you what the letter does not contain, and that it 
is written from and to a person who both mean 
kindly towards you and your garrison.^' 

" That," i^d the governor, " is a deception 
which is easily practised ; it tends, however, to 
show, though not with certainty, that you are 
disposed to act upon good faith, and until the 
contrary appear,- I shall consider it a point of 
duty to treat you with as much gentleness as the 
matter admits of. Meantime, I will myself ride 
to the Abbey of Saint Bride, and in person exa- 
mine the young prisoner, and as you say he had 
the power, so 1 pray to Heaven he may have 
the will, to read this riddle, which seems to throw 
us all into confusion/' So saying, he ordered 
his horse, and while it was getting ready, he 
perused with great composure the minstrel's 
letter. Its contents ran thuSt : — 

" Dear Augustine, 
<< Sir John de Walton, the governor of thig 
t^le, has conceived those suspicions which 1 

VOL. IV. B 
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pfMteddut as Hkftfy to be tike eoBseqiieiioe of our 
ooBBODg to Hm countiy mthoiit an avowed errand* 
I at least am iseised) and tbieateiied widi ezami- 
iwtioci under torture^ to ioroe me to tellihe pnr* 
pose of otix joumey ; but tkey shall tear my flesk 
freiDi my bones, ex« diey force ine to break the 
oath which I hare takeai* ikaddie purport of tUo 
letter is to^^apprke you of the danger in wUcb 
yon stand^ of being placed in similar droum^ 
atances, nnless you are disposed to mthorise 
«»e to make the dkoorory to this knight ; but 
M 4;his subject you have only to express your 
mm wisitts, being assured they AbH be in^rery 
Mspoct attended to by .your demoted 

Tlia letter did not dirow the conallest light 
fq)on the mystery of the writer. The governor 
read it more tiban once, and turned it repeatedly 
in his hand, as if he had hoped by that medba- 
nical process to draw something from the mis- 
sive, which at a first vi^v the words did not 
leiq^ress; biU; as no result of tins sctft9.ppeared, 
Po Walton setirod to the hall, whece be i^ 



CASTLE DAN«£ilOI«5. 75 

£0inaed Sir Aymer ide Valeiiee» that he mm g^ 
ing abroadas hx as tke Ahbey «f Saiiit Biiife, 
aad thait ke would be obliged by his tfiiong upaa 
him Ae daties'of goveraor during Us afasenoe* 
Sir AymeT) pf eoune^ uatixnated his aoqaieseenoe 
ia the ehaige, imd the state oif diaunion in w^A 
-Aey stood to ea<^ other, peranitted no tetiber 
eaiplanadon. 

Upon the arrival of Sii John de Walton, at ike 
dilapidated shrine, the abbot, with tremUtng 
haste, made it his business immediately to attend 
the cdmmander of the English gacriaont upon 
wJhom, for the present, their house depettdisdfcr 
every indulgence they experieneed, as ipell as 
for the subsistence and proteetion neeessary to 
them in so perilous a period. Having interro- 
gated this old man respecting the youth residing 
in <lhe abbeyi De Walton was informed diat 
ke had befio indifi|)osed sinoe left there Jby his 
fiiiher, Bertram, a minstreU It appeared to the 
jibbot^ that his indisposition might be of that 
contagious kind which, at that period, ravagcMl 
the ^4i^sh Borders, and made some incursionp 
into Scotland, where it afterwards worked a fear^ 



76 €ASTL£ DANGEROUS. 

« 

fill progress. After some ferther conrersatioDy 
Sir John de Walton put into the abbot's hand 
the letter to the young person under his roof, 
on delivering which to Augustine, the reverend 
&ther was charged with a message to the English 
governor, so bold, that he was afraid to be the 
bearer of it. It signified, that the youth could 
not, and would not, at that moment, receive* the 
English knight ; but that, if he came back on the 
morrow after mass, it was probable he niight learn 
something of what was requested. 

*< This is not an answer,'* said Sir John de 
Walton, ^* to be sent by a boy like this to a per* 
son in my charge ; and methinks. Father Abbot, 
you consult your own safety but slenderly in 
delivering such an insolent message.'^ 

The abbot trembled under the folds of his 
large cbarse habit; andDe Walton, imagining 
that his discomposure was the consequence of 
guilty fear, called upon him to remember the 
duties which he owed to England, the benefits 
which he had received from himself, and the 
probable consequence of taking part in a pert 



,QAST%.I^ DANa£BOU9« 77 

|)oy's iBSolent defiance of the power of the go* 
vernor of the province. 

, The abbot vindicated himself from these 
f harges with the utmost anxiety. He pledged 
his sacred word, that the inconsiderate character 
pf the boy's message was owing to the way ward-^ 
Xiess arising from indisposition. He reminded the 
governor that, as a Christian and an English** 
man, he had duties to observe towards the com- 
Qdunity of Saint Bride, which had never given 
fhe English government the least subject of com* 
plaint. As he spoke, the churchman seemed to 
gather courage from the immunities of his order. 
He said he could not permit a sick boy, who had 
taken refuge within the sanctuary of the church, 
to be seized or subjected to any species of force, 
unless he was accused of a specific crime, capable 
of being immediately proved. The Douglasses^ 
a headstrong race, had, in former days, uniformly 
itespected the sanctuary of Saint Bride, and it 
was not to be supposed that the King of England, 
the dutiful and obedient child of the Church of 
Home, would act with less veneration for her 
tightSf than the followers of a usurper, homi* 
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tMcf and excommtancsLtei person* Kke Robert 
Bruce. 

Walton was eonsiderablj shaken with tins re« 
monstrance* He knew tha<^ in the circranstazreeii 
of the times, the Pope had g7eat pow^r in every 
eontrotersy in which it was his pleasure to inter* 
fere. He knew that eren in the dispute respect* 
rng the supremacy of Scotland, his Holiness had 
setup a claim to the kingdom, which, in the tem** 
per of the times, might perhaps hare been deem- 
ed superior both to that of Robert Bruce and that 
of Edward of England, and he conceived his mo- 
narch would give him little thanks for any fresb 
embroilment which might take place with the 
chureb. Moreover, it was easy to place a watch, 
so as to prevent Augustine from escaping during' 
liie night ; and on the foUowingmominghe woukl 
be still as effectually in the power of the Engtisk 
governor as if he were seized on by open force at 
the present moment. Sir John de Walton, how«* 
ever, so &r exerted his authority over the abboty 
that he engaged, id consideration of the sanctu-^ 
aiy being respe^ed for this space of time, that^ 
when it expired, he wvold be aiding and 



iBgwiA hk i^nritual audUnrity to surrender the- 
youth, should he not allege a sufficient reasim t» 
the contrary. Thisarraiigeiiieiit^ which appeared 
still to flatter the govemior with the proqpeet of 
an easy termination of this tronblesome diq[>mte9 
induced him to grant the delay which AugostiDe 
rather demanded than petitioned for. 

^^ At your request, Father Abbot, whom I 
have hitherto foand a true aian, I wiU indalg^ 
this youth with the grace he asks, before taking 
him into custody, understanding that he shall 
not be permitted to leave this place ; and thoa 
art to be rei^ottsiUe to this effect, giving thee, 
as is reasonable, power to command our little 
garrison at Haaelside, to which I will send a 
reinforcement on my return to the Castle, in 
case it shoald be necessary to use the strong 
hand, or circumstances impose uposk me odiev^ 
measares.^ ^ 

^ Worthy Sir Knight,'' lepHed the abbot, 
<< I have no idea that the frowardness of thia 
ysath will vmoder any course n eces sa r y, saving 
that of persuasion; zmi I venture to say, that 
you yoonelf wilL in the highest degree appiove 
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of the method. in which I shall acquit myself of 
my present trust." 

The abbot went through the duties of hospi- 
tality, enumeratingwhat simple cheer the cloister 
of the convent permitted him to oflfer to the Eng- 
Ushknight, Sir John de Walton declined the offer 
of refreshment, however — took a courteous leave 
of the churchman, and did not spare his horse 
imtil the noble animal had brought him again 
before the Casti% of Douglas. Sir Aymer de Va- 
lence met him on the drawbridge, and reported 
the state of the garrison to be the same in which 
he had left it, excepting that intimation had been 
received that twelve or fifteen men were expected 
on their way to the town of Lanark; andbein^ 
on march from the neighbourhood of Ayr, would 
diat night take up their quarters at the outpost 
of Hazelside, 

" I am glad of it," replied the governor; " I 
'Was about to strengthen that detachment. This 
-stripling, the son of Bertram the minstrel, or who- 
ever he is, has engaged to deliver himself up for 
examination in the morning. As this party of sol- 
diers are followersof your uncle, Lord Pembroke,^ 



CASTLE DANGEROUS* 81 

may I request you will ride to meet them, and 
command them to remain at Hazelside until you 
aaake farther enquiries ab6ut this youth, who has 
still to clear up the mystery which hangs about 
him, and reply to a letter which I delivered with 
my own hand to the Abbot of Saint Bride. I 
have shown too much forbearance in this matter^ 
and I trust to your looking to the security of this 
young man, and convey him hither, with all due 
care and attention, as being a frisoner of some 
importance." 

*< Certainly, Sir John,'* answered Sur Aymer ; 
<< your orders shall be obeyed, since you have 
none of greater importance for one who hath 
the ^honour to be second only to yourself in this 
place/' 

" I crave your mercy, Sir Aymer,'* returned 
the governor, ^^ if the commission be in any de- 
gree beneath your dignity ; but it is our misfor- 
tune to misunderstand each other, when we en- 
deavour to be most intelligible." 
' << But what am I to do," said Sir Aymer — 
** (no way disputing your command, but only 

i>2 
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smUng tot iiifennaifi<m) — whoM am 1 19 <lo, if Iter 
Abbot af Saint Bride dttam oppotitm ?' / 

^ wiA tke peinforeement from my Lotd of Pea»^ / 
broke, you will eommaad at least twen^ war* 
men^ witb bow and Bjpear, against fire oc an timid 
•Id monks, with only ^own and kood." 
' «« Trne,"^ said Sh Aymcr, <^biit boa and em.^ 
eonumnicatiom aro Munctimes m the preacat 
day, Um bard f0 Ae mail eoat^ and I would not 
willingly be thrown out of the pale of die €3»ia* 

^ Well, then, thoa tery snqnciaim and aeru^ ^ 
paktusyetin^ man," replied De Walton, ^'kaow 
thatif l&ia youth does not deUver hinuelf up to 
thee of his own accord, the abbot has promised tq 
put hnm into Ay hands." 
- There was no further answer to be mttde, and 
De Valence, though still thinkk^ himself mt^ 
neeessarily hanosed with the charge of a pettf 
commission, took the sort of half aims ^hieh 
were atwajra used when the ki^its starred be* 
yond the walls of the gBrrisoD!, and preceeded 
to execute the commands of De Walton, A 



l^m, acopmpaBBMd hiau. .:^/^ 

tMi xaaat* tridch are ecmnMtfy sasliKr 'k e^ul 
to tine A tf w ^at of ktppiev cBmatesr; fte ptilk: 
iMcame mere aad awre dadk^ ike Iiin» now. 
wreollied in TapourSy and iitork cSfliciiIt tv tm^ 
ferse ;' aad alt libe liide petty ipcoinreiii c a n i ea l. 
wMdbtttndected tranrclUagtbareiaglidie ^Kfltrietfllmv». 
jkd luteertatD, wene aitgrnesited I]f thedenrily «& 
liie li»g« wkkE oreiisding erery tlmigv 

Siv Ayineiv tii^'^^e? aeearaoBaHj-BicivfedUli 

IMce, and: often inourFed tke iato dF one udM U 

tfoi^T^Iate, A^jiQg;^ Umself by his efiHTts toi 

I make greater expedili^B. Tbe ksigkt \m^ 

\ Aumgkt kmuwif tbat he ivonld getiotaastaj^^ 

' .loadbypasfltngtkrcmgktkealmestdewHedtcNm 

•f DdogfeS)^ — tke iridbitaiits of wkich kad be^» 

ff ^ted ID serenely by tke EngHah, m tiie oawaa 

tA these fieiee tvonbles, tkat xncMt of thoae lAm 

ireve ci^ble of besriing aRB&i»d left Hy aad vitlU 

dra^ tiiemsehm to diffe»nt paits. 0^^ 

try* Tlu» aknoat deserted place in» defeodmi 

ty a jwde paluade^ «nia nider dEWbric^pB^ 



/ 
/ 
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which gave entrance into streets so nairaur, at' 
to admit with difficulty three horses abreast^ and. 
evincing with what strictness the ancient lords 
of the village adhered to their prejudice against 
fortifications} and their opinion in favour pf keep-* 
ing the field, so quaintly expressed in the well- 
known proverb of the family, — ^< It is better to 
hear the lark sing than the mous6 cheep.** The 
streets, or rather the lanes, were dark, but for a 
shifting gleam of moonlight, which, as that planet, 
began to rise, wasnow and then visible upoji some 
i^ep dnd narrow gable# No sound of domestic 
industry, or domestic festivity, was heard, and my 
lay of candle or firelight glanced from the win- 
dows of ihe houses ; the ancient ordinance called 
the curfew, which the Conqueror had introduced 
into England, was at this time in full force in 
such parts of Scotland as were thought doubtful^ 
and likely to rebel ; under which description it 
need not be said the ancient possessions of the 
Douglas were most especially regarded* The 
Church, whose Gothic monuments were of a 
onagnificent character, had beeir,>as &r as pos-f 
giblci destroyed by fixe ,* but the ruins^ held 
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ic^ether by the weight of the massive stones, 
of whieh they were composed, still sufficientljr 
erinced the greatness of the fiunily at whose cost 
it had been raised, and whose bones, from imme« 
morial time, had been entombed in its crypts* 

Paying little attention to these relics of de^ 
parted splendour, Sir Aymer de Valence ad-* 
vanced with his small detachment, and had passed 
the scattered fragments of the cemetery of the 
Xkooglasses, when, to his surprise, the noise 
of his horse's feet was seemingly replied to by 
sounds which rung like those of another knightly 
steed advancing heavily up the street, as if it 
Were to meet him. Valence was unable to con-^ 
jecture what might be the cause of these warlike 
Sounds ; the ring and the clang of armour was 
distinct, and the heavy tramp of a war-horse was 
not to be mistaken by the ear of a warrior. The! 
£fficillty of keeping soldiers from straying out 
of quarters by night, would have sufficiently ac^ 
counted for the appearance of a straggling foot« 
soldier ; but it was more difficult to account fot 
a mounted horseman, in full armour ; and such 
was the apparition which a peculiarly bright 



gfinpie of aiooiiliglit nam nhawed at Ae botloa^ 
{£ihK cftusemyed Mlt* VeAtfa die xakamww 
wrrior olBtaiiied at tbe tane tfase a glaaoe wi 
Aymer de Valenoe and kis armed tolkyweii-*-«Bl» 
leait eadi of them diaiited «« Wlw> goes tbeie?': 
-^e alarm of the times; and am ike insteat the 
deep anarers of <^ St Geoige !" on die one aide^ 
and ^ The Doiigiai !* on the other, smduami 
Ae vdQ eAiMM of the samll and ruinowi street^ 
aad the nle^ arches ol the dikfadated cfavdL 
Astcttished at a irar-ery wiAi ^pideh somaoy re** 
ooUeettons wcie eomseetedy the Eiq^bk kmglil 
tfvaiei his horse at fnH gattdp dovn the steqs 
and lm)hen descent lea£Bg out at tibe sonAi or 
aoittb*«ast gate «£ the town; and k waa the 
work of an laslaat to call o^ '^ Ho ! Sauil 
GeoTge ! apon the iasident viBsi%aB of yo«t — » 
To the gate, Fabian, and cut him off fnoas flight i 
«^Smnt Geoige ! I say, for £iq;iand } Bowa 
and biOs I — bowa and biUs \" At die same tone 
Ajmet de Valence hid m rest &is own hmg 
Isaoe^ which he snat<^ed hem die sqahre hf 
whom it was earned. But the fight was sees 
asid gone in a& instant, aad danq^ De Valenes 
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ctmehidd^ iSkat l&d kedtile warrior kod liardl3r 

TOmst to aroMi li» €«reery yet lie craU lake sa 

an^fortbe enedunter, unless by mere guen, and 

<»«ttlifiied to plnzige down tke isA dedivity^ 

among shattered stones and odier enenmlmDieeMv 

without groping out with his laace the object of 

his parsmt He rode, in shorty at a broken 

gallop, a descent of about fifty or sixty yard% 

wifiiovt hairing any reason to suppose duit he 

had met die figure which had sqppearcd to hiuy 

although the narrowness of the street scarcely 

atedtted his having passed him, unless both horse 

and hofsemaa eoald haye melted at die moraeHt 

el eneounter Vkeaa air-bubiJUte;^ Tke riders: of 

Ms smte^ meanwhile, were stradb with a leefing^ 

Uke supematopal tentH', widiit a number of sin^ 

gular adremtiipeff had caused moel ef them to at^ 

lai^ to 4be maae of Doaglaa; and when he 

reached the gate by which the brokefi stre^ waa 

termiiiatedy dieffe was none dose behind him but 

Fabiair, in whose head no saggestions of a timo* 

nms native could oudiye the soimd of his dest 

mastet'atroiee* ^ 

Here there was a peeC of Englfidi ardMTSy wha 
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were iuming out in considerable alanni when 
De Valence and Us page rode in amongst them* 
** Villains !" shouted De Valence, ** why were 
ye not upon yout duty? Who was it passed 
through your post even now, with the traitorous, 
cry of * Douglas ?* " 

*^ We know of no such/' said the captain of 
the watch. 

*< That is to say, you besotted villains/' an«- 
swered the young knight, '^ you have been drink- 
ing, and have slept ?' 

The men protested the contrary, but in a con- 
fused manner, which was far from overcoming 
De Valence's suspicions. He called loudly to ' 
bring cressets, torches, and candles ; and the few 
remaining inhabitants began to make their un- 
willing appearance, with such various means of 
giving light as they chanced to possess. - They ' 
heturd the story of the young English knight 
with wonder ; nor, although it was confirmed by 
all his retinue, did they g^ve credit to the story^ 
more than that the Englishmen wished some* 
how or other to pick a quarrel with the people 
of the place, under the pretence of their having 
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admitted a retainer of their ancient lord by 
night into the town. They protested, therefore^ 
their innocence of the cause of tumult, and en- 
deavoured to seem active in hastening from house 
to house, and corner to corner, with their, torches, 
in order to discover the invisible cavalier. The 
English suspected them no less of treachery,* 
than the Scottish imagined the whole matter a 
pretext for bringing an accusation, on the part of 
the young knight, against the citizens. The wo- 
men, however, who now began to issue from the 
houses, had a key for the solution of the appari- 
tion, which at that time was believed of efficacy 
sufficient to solve any mystery. " The devil,", 
they said, ^^must have appeared visibly amongst 
them;" an explanation which had already occur- 
red to the followers of the young knight; for 
that a living maaand horse, both, as it seemed,. 
^^ ^ gigantic size, could, be conjured in the 
twinkling of an eye, and appear in a street se- 
cured at one end by the best of the archers, and 
at^the other by the horsemen under Valence him- 
9elf, was altogether, it seemed, a thing imposr 
aible. The inhabitants did not venture to put 
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flkeirdioug^ktflr on the subfecl into IsLOgnage^ hr 
fear of giving offesce, and <Mily iiMlicatecl by a 
faming ward to each odier the secret degree el 
pieaftore which they felt in the eonfarion and em^^ 
hiPrrasBment of the English garriwHi. Stitl, how^ 
ever, they continued to affect a great deal of 
interest in the akffm which De Valence had re^ 
ceired, and the anxiety which he expressed to 
dheover the cause. 

At length a female voice spoke above Ae 
Babel of confused sounds^ saying, ^< Where ia 
the Southern Kn%ht ? I am sure that I can teS 
him where he can find the only person who 
Can help him out of hi» pre9ent difficulty •** 

^* And who is that, good woman ?^ said Aymer 
de Valence, who was growing every momait 
more impatiexit at l^e loss of tme) whicA wao 
fffing fest, in an investigation wlucb haci semfo^ 
thing in it vexatioua, and even ridicnleiHk At the* 
same time, the sight of an armed partisan of tibre 
Douglasses, in their own native town, seemed to^ 
bode too serious consequences^ if it should be suf- 
fered to pass without being probed to the bottom* 

** Come hiflier to me,'* said the female virice^ 



^ sbA I wiM name to yoa tk« only person wlio 
can expla» all matters of tk^ifl kind tbat chance 
in this country/' On tins the knight snatched a 
torch from some of those who were present, and 
holding it up, descried the person who spoke, » 
tall woman, who evidently endeaffottred to render 
herself remarkable. When he approached her, 
she communicated her intelHgenee in a graye* 
and sententious tone of yoiccr 

^* We had once wise men, that could hare 
answered any parables which might have been 
put to them for explanation in this country side. 
Whether you yourselves, gentlemen, hare not 
had some hani^ in weeding them out, good troth, 
it is not for the like of me to say ; at any rate, 
good counsel is not so easy come by as it was in 
this Douglas country, nor, may be, is it a safe 
iMng to pretend to- the power of giving it." 

" Good woman," said De Valence, ** if youf 
will gitre me an explanation of this mystery, I 
will owe you a kirtle of i3m best raploch grey." 

<< It is not I," said the old woman, ^ that pe-^- 
Usai to possess the knowledge which nmy assist 
you ; bu# I wotM tarn know thai the mmt whom 
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I shall name to you shall be skaithless and harm-* 
less, ' Upon your knighthood and your honour, 
will you promise to me so much ?" 

" Assuredly," 8aid>De Valence, " such a per- 
son shall e^en have thanks and reward, if he is 
a fidthful informer ; ay, and pardon, moreover, 
although he may have listened to any dangerous 
practices, or been concerned in any plots/' 

** Oh ! not he,*' replied the female ; " it is old 
Goodman Powheid, who has the charge of the 
muniments," (meaning probably monuments,) 
^^ that is, such part of them as you English have 
left standing; I mean the old sexton of the 
kirk of Douglas, who can tell more stories of 
these old folk, whom your honour is not very 
fond of hearing named, than would last us from 
this day tiU Yule," 

" Doles any body," said the knight, " know 
whom it is that this old woman means ?" 

<^ I conjecture^" replied Fabian, *^ that sh^ 
speaks of an old dotard, who is, I think, the 
general referee concerning the history and anti- 
quities of this old town, and of the savage fionily 
that lived here, perhaps before the flood." 
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'< And who, I dare say," said the knight, 
<< knows as much about the matter as she herself 
does. But where is this man ? a sexton is he ? 
He may be acquainted with places of conceal- 
ment, which are often fabricated in Gothic build- 
ingS) and known to those whose business calls 
them to frequent them. Come, my good old 
dame, bring this man to me ; or, what may be 
better, I will go to him^ for we liave already 
spQnt too much time." 

** Time !" replied the old woman, — " is time an 
object with your honour ? I am sure I can hardly 
get so much for mine as will hold soul and body 
together. Tou are not fiar from the old man's 
house." 

She led^the way accordingly, blundering over 
heaps of rubbish, and encountering aU Ae em- 
barrassments of a ruinoiUs street, in lighting the 
way to Sir Aymer, who, giving his horse to one 
of his attendants, and desiring Fabian to be 
ready at a call, scrambled after as well as the 
slowness of his g^de would permit* 

Both were soon involved in the remains of the 
old church, much dilapidated as it had been by 
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liwiioii dasi^e.done to U by the fioUIay^ and so 
PMicli ioopeded by rvlsbish, that the knigJit wat- 
veiled how tba old woman oould fiad the way. 
She kept talking all the while aa she atiinnbled 
anward. Sometiaies she called out in a ^(cneech- 
ing. toae, ^^ Powheid ! Lazarus Fowheid !" — ^aod 
liien jnutteied-^^ Ay, ay, the old man will be 
busy with same of iiisdntiefi, as he calk t!hem; I 
wonder he fashes wi' them in these times. But 
never mind, I warrant diey will last for his day, 
and for mine ; and the times, Lord help us I for 
aU that I can see, are well enough for those that 
are to live in them/' 

^^ Are you sure, good woman,*^ replied die 
knight, ^^ that there is any inhabitant in these 
ruins ? For my part, I should rather suppose that 
you are taking me to the chamel-house of the 
dead." 

^^ Maybe you are right," said the old womao, 
with a ghasdy laugh ; ^^ carles and oarUnes agree 
weel with funeral vaults and chamei-houses, 
and when an «uld bedral dwdls near the dead, 
lie is livkig, ye ken, among his enatomers — 
HaUoo ! Pbwheidl Laaearus Powheidi liiere is 



A gentltmaa wanld jpatk with yon ;'* and she 
Jiah ai0hle genriemaw— Hiae of tbe honourable 

An old maa's atep was now heard advaxMuag^ 
f^ aloirly that the glimmeriag light which he 
Jaehl in Jas hand was yisibk on the ruined wallet 
4)f the vatdt acme time before it showed the per* 
aon who bore it. 

The shadow of the old man was also projected 
up<m the illmninated wall ere his person came 
in view ; his dress was in considerable confusion, 
owing to his havmg been roused from his bed ,• 
^dsiaoeardficial light was fodridden by Ae re- 
:gulations of the garrison, the natives of Douglas 
Dale spent in sle^ the time that they could not 
very well get rid of by any pther means. The 
sexton was a tali lldn man, emaciated by years 
4md by privatiaus ; his body was bent habitually 
by his occupation of grave^diggiug, and his eye 
naturally inclined downwards to the scene of his 
labours. His hand sustained the cruise or little 
lamp, which he held so as to throw light upon hip 
visitant; at the same time it displayed to the young 
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kniglit the features of the person with whom he 
was now confronted, which, though neither hand* 
some nor pleasing, were strongly marked, saga«* 
dous, and venerable, indicating, at the same time, 
a certain air of dignity, which age, eren mere 
poverty, may be found occasionally to bestow, as 
conferring that last melancholy species of inde- 
pendence proper to those whose situation can 
hardly, by any imaginable means, be rendered 
much worse than years and fortune have already 
made it The habit of a lay brother added 
somewhat of religious importance to his appear* 
ance. 

" What would you with me, young man ?^ 
said the sexton. ^^ Your youthful features, and 
your gay dress, bespeak one whostands in need of 
my ministry neither for himself nor for others.'* 

*^Iam, indeed,^' replied the knight, ^* a living 
man, and therefore need not either shovel or 
pick-axe for my own behoof. I am not, as you 
see, attired in mourning, and therefore need not 
your offices in behalf of any friend ; I would 
only ask yoii a few questions.'' 



CASTLE DAK6ER017S* 67 

<< Wbat you would have done must needs be 
done, you being at present one of our ruler^ 
and, as I think, a man of authority/' replied the 
sexton ; *^ follow me this way into my poor ha* 
bitation ; I have had a better in my day ; and yet. 
Heaven knows, it is good enough for me, when 
many men of much greater consequence must 
perforce content themselves with worse/' 

He opened a lowly door, which was fitted, 
though irregularly, to serve as the entrance of 
a vaulted apartment, where it appeared that the*- 
old man held, apart from the living, world, his 
wretched and solitary dwelling* The floor, com-^ 
posed of paving stones, kid together with some* 
accuracy, and here and there inscribed with let- 
ters and hieroglyphics, as if they had once upon 
a dme served to distinguish sepulchres, was in- 
differently well swept, and a fire at the upper end 
directed its smoke into a hole which served for a 
' chimney. The spade and pick-axe (with other 
tools,) which the chamberlain of mortality makes 
use o^ lay scattered about the apartment, and| 
with a rude stool or two, and a table, where some 
inexperienced hand had unquestionably supplied 

VOL. IV. £ 
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tbe Iftbonrs of the joiner^ were nearly the only 
fiiniiture,if we include the old man's bedof straw* 
lying in a corner, and discomposed, as if he had 
been just raised from it At the lower end of 
tho apartment the wall was almost entirely co* 
"Vered by a large escutcheon, snch as ia nsuall/. 
hung over the graves of men of very high rank*, 
having the appropriate quarters, to the number- 
q{ sixleen, each properly blazoned and distinct 
placed as ornaments around the principal armo* 
ml coat itself. 

*^ Let us ttt," said the old man ; ^^ the posture 
will better enable my fiEuling ears to apprehend 
yaur meaniz^, and the asthma will deal with me 
mpre merdfuUy in permitting me to make you 
understand mine/' 

. A peal of short asthmatic coughs attested the 
idol^nce of the disorder which he had last named* 
^pd the young knight followed his host's ex- 
aiiq^le, in sitting down on one of the ridcety 
stools by the side of the fire. The old man 
btxought from one comer of the apartment an 
apffm» which he occasionally wore, full of broken 
bjMrds in irregular pieces^ some of which wer^ 
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eovered with black cloth, or driven fall of nails^ 
black, as it might happen, or gilded. 

** You will find this fresh fuel necessary/* said 
the old man, *^ to keep some degree of heat within' 
this waste apartment ; nor ^re the vapours of mor-^ 
tality, with which this vault is apt to be filled, if 
&e fire is permitted to become extinct, indifferent 
to the lungs of the dainty and the healthy, like 
your worship, though to me they are become 
habitaal. The wood will catch fire, although it i* 
some time ere the damps of the grave are over*' 
Gome by the drier air and tbe warmth o£ tiber 
chimiiey.'* 

: Accordingly, the relics of mortality with whibh 
the old man had heaped his fireplace, began by 
d^ees to send forth a thick unctuous vapour^ 
which at length leaped to light, and blazing up 
tlie aperture, gave a degree of liveliness to the- 
fi^loomy scene. The blazonry of the huge escut^' 
dieon met and returned this rays with as brilliant 
a reflection as that lugubrious object was *ca* 
pable of, and the whole apartment looked witir 
a fimtastie gayety, strangely mingled with the' 
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gloomy ideas which its ornaments were calciH 
lated to impress upon the imagination, 

<< You are astonished,", said the old man, 
^ and perhaps. Sir Knight, you have never be* 
fore seen these relics qf the dead applied to the 
purpose of rendering the living, in some degree, 
more comfortable than their condition would 
otherwise admit of«" 

*« Comfortable !" returned the Knight of Var 
lence, shrugging his shoulders ; '* I should be 
sorry, old man, to know that I had a dog that 
was as indifferently quartered as thou art, whose 
grey hairs have certainly seen better days/' 

** It may be,** answered the sexton, " and it 
may be otherwise; but it was not, I presume^ 
concerning my own history that your worship 
seemed disposed to ask me some questions ; and 
I would venture to enquire, therefore, to whom 
they have relation ?* 

« I will speak plainly to you,** replied fiSr 
Aymer, << and you will at once acknowledge the : 
necessity of giving a short and distinct reply. I 
have even now met in the streets of this villnge^- 




-* , 
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a person only shown to me by a single flash of 
light} whq had the audacity to display the armo- 
rial insignia and utter the war-cry of the Dou- 
glasses; nay, if I could trust a transient glance^ 
this daring cavalier had the features and the 
dark complexion proper to the Douglas. I am 
referred to thee as to one who possesses means 
of explaining this extraordinary circumstance, 
which, as an English knight, and one holding a 
charge under King Edward, I am particularly 
called upon to make enquiry into." 

^' Let me make a distinction," said the old 
man. ^^ The Douglasses of former generations 
fure my near neighbours, and, according to my 
superstitious townsmen, my acquaintances and 
▼iditors ; I can take it upon my conscience to be 
answerable for their good behaviour, and to be- 
come bound that none of the old barons, to whom 
the roots of that mighty tree may, it is said, be 
traced, will again disturb with their war-cry the 
towns or villages of their . native coimtiy — ^not 
one will parade in. moonshine the black armour 
wliich has long rusted upon their tombs. 
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' tke lougiitt are «kMt» 

And thtir good swords are rust ^ 

l^eir souls are wilih the saints, we trust.' 

* 

Look aroimd, Sir Kn^ht, you have above and 
around yau the men of whom we speak. Be^* 
neadi us» in a little able, (which hath not been 
opened since these ^hin grey locka were thidc 
and brown,) there lies the first man whom I can 
naaae as memorable among those of this mighty 
line. It is he whom the Thane of. Athol points 
ed out to the King of Scotland as Siolto Dhu«> 
glasi^ or the dark iron-colcwred man, whose ex-* 
ertiona had gained the battle for his native 
prince ; and who, according to this Impend, be^ 
queathed his name to our dale and town, tho«^ 
others say that the raoe assumed the pame of 
Douglas from the stteam so called in unreocod^ 
ed times, before they had their futness on its 
baAks. Others, his descendants, called Eachain^ 
or Hector the first, and Orodh, or Httgh» 
William, the first of that name, and Gihnomv 
the dlieme of many a minstrel song, oommemo* 
rating achierements done under the oriflamme 
of Charles the Great, Emperor of France, have 
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all oonsigDed dieouelres to ikeir last sleep, nor 
lias their memory been sufficiently {nreserred 
fit>m tlie waste of time. Something we know 
concerning their great deeds, their great power, 
and, alas ! their great crimes. Something we 
also know of a Lord of Douglas who. sat in a 
{mrliament at Forfar, held by King Maiefim 
the First, and we are aware that from his at- 
tachment to hunting the wild hart, he built 
himself a tower called Blackhouse, in the forest 
t>f Ettrick, which perhaps still exists.'' 

<< I crave your forgiveness, old man,'' said the 
knight, ^ but I have no time at present to be^ 
irtow upon the recitation of tiie pedigree of tiie 
House of Douglas. A less matter would hoUL 
a well-breathed minstrel in subject for Tecit»- 
tion for a calendar month, Sundays and holydays 
ifidaded." 

'< What other information can you expect 
from tne," said the sexton, <^ than that reqieeli- 
ing those heroes, some of whom it has hem my 
lot to consign to that eternal rest, which will 
for ever divide the dead frmn the duties of this 
world ? I have told you where the race sleep. 
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down to the reign of the royal Malcolm. I can 
tell you abo of another rault, in which lie Sir 
John of Douglas-burn, with his son Lord Archie- 
bald, and a tiiird William, known by an indenture 
with Lord Abemethy. Lastly, I can tell you 
of him to whom that escutcheon, with its appur-* 
teliances of splendour and dignity, justly belong. 
Do you envy that nobleman, whom, if death 
were in the sound, I would not hesitate to tenn 
my honourable patron ? and have you any dedga 
of dishonouring his remains ? It will be a poor 
victory; nor does it become a knight and noble- 
man to come in person to enjoy such a triumph 
over the dead, against whom, when he lived, 
there were few knights dared spur their horses. 
He fought in defence of his country, but he had 
not the good fortune of most of his ancestors, to 
die on the field of battle* Captivity,' sickness, 
and regret for the misfortunes of his native land, 
brought his head to the grave in i^is prison-house, 
in the land of the stranger." 

The old man's voice here bedame interrupted 
by emotion, and the English knight found it 
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difficult to continue his examination in tbe stem 
fE^liion which his duty required* 

<* Old man," he said, " I do not require from 
thee this detail, which must be useless to me, as 
well as painful to thyself. Thou dost but thy 
duty in rendering justice to thy ancient lord ; 
but thou hast not yet explained to me why I 
have met in this town, this very night, and not 
half an hour since, a person in the arms, and 
bearing the complexion, of one of the Black 
Douglasses, who cried his war-cry as if in con- 
tempt of his conquerors/' ' 

" Surely," replied the seiton, " it is not my 
business to explain such a fancy, otherwise than 
by supposing that the natural fears of the South- 
ron will raise the spectre of a Douglas at any 
time, when he is within sight of their sepulchre* 
Methinks, in such a night as this, the fairest 
cavalier would wear the complexion of this 
swarthy race ; nor can I hold it wonderful that 
the war-cry which was once in the throats of so 
many thousands in this country, should issue upon 
occasion from the mouth of a single champion*" 
^ ** You are bold, old man," returned the Eng- 

s2 
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Ksk knight; ^ do joa conader ikat your lij 
in my power, and tkat it may, in certain cases^ 
he iny duty to inffict death with that degree of 
{Htin at which humanity shudders r 

The old man rose up slowly in the Ught of the 
blazing fire, displaying his emaciated features^ 
which resembled those ascribed by artists to Saint 
, Anthony of the desert ; and pointing to the feer 
ble lamp, which he placed upon the coarse tables 
thus addressed his interrogator, with an appear- 
ance of perfect firmness, and something even 
resembling dignity : — 

<^ Young knight, of England, you see that 

utensil constructed for the piurpose of dispensing 

•]%ht amidst these £eital vaults, — ^it is as frail as 

-any thing can well be, whose flame is supplied 

.by livii^ element, contained in a frame composed 

of iron* It is doubtless in your power entirely 

to end its service, by destroying the frame, or 

extinguishing the light Threaten it with satk 

annihilation, Sr Knight, and see whether your 

menace will impress any sense of fear either on 

the element or the iron« Know diat you hate 

-|io more power over the finil mortal iduan* you 
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tbreateH with foimlar annSdiartMu Yob mKf 
tear from Biy foody tke akin in whk^ it i* mm 
irvadiedy kat aldiougk my iierve» nigirt gkpir 
ivitli i^xiy d«rin^ the iabniHaai «f>enitioii, it 
would produce no more hupi essioii m me tbfti 
SKfiag on the slag wliich aoi arrow luio ptefi^ 
^eosly pieroed tiiroiigh the beart. My a^e tela 
jaie beyond yomr cruelty : if yont think oAeth 
wise, call your agents, and commence yo«r opo^ 
raliens; neither threats nor inffik^tipns wUl ena<^ 
Me you to ertart from me any thing that I aaii 
sot ready to tell you of my otm accord.*^ 

<^ You trifle with me, otd fnan^'* smd De Va^ 
lence ; *^ you talk as if you possessed some seersit 
jespecting-the motions ol these Doaglasses^ who 
we to you as gods, yet yon comnumicate no b»- 
tel%ence to me whatever*'' 

*^ Yon may soon know," repBed the old moif 
*^ all that a poor sexton has to comioanieato ; 
and it wiQ not increase yo«ir knowledge rospeelH 
ing ike living, though it may throw some UglN; 
npon my proper domains, wEioh are thosie of tl^ 
dead* The spirits of the deceased Do«|^lMMte 
^ not rest in their grams dnrkg the dUboMWr 
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of dieir monmnents, and the downfiill of 
ho9i0e« That, upon death, the gpreater part of 
any line are consigned to the regions of eternal 
bliflSy or of never-ending miseryi religion will not 
•uffer us to believe, and amidst a race who bad so 
great a share of worldly triumph and praspt^ 
rity, we must suppose there have existed many 
who have been justly subjected to the doom of 
an intennediate space of punishment You have 
destroyed the temples which were built by their 
posterity to propitiate Heaven for the wel&re 
of iheir souls ; you have silenced the prayers and 
atopt the choirs, by the mediation of which the 
piety of children had sought, to appease the 
wrath of Heaven in behalf of their ancestors^ 
^wbjectei to expiatory fires. Can you wonder that 
the tormented spirits, thus deprived of the relief 
jvhich had been proposed to them, should not, 
•accojifding to the common phrase, rest in their 
.graves? Can you wonder they should show them* 
eelves like . disc<mtented loiterers near to the 
places which, but for the manner in which yon 
have prosectited your remorseless warfare, might 
Jiave ere now afforded them rest? Or do you mac- 
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vd that these flesfaless waniors should mtemipl; 
your Hunchesy and do what eke their airy oature 
may penmt to disturb your councils, and meet 
as &r as they may die hosdUties which you raiJce 
-it your boast to carry on, as wdl against those 
who are deceased, as against any who may yet 
anrvive your cruelty ?'* ♦ 

" Old man," replied Aymer de Valence, " yott 
cannot expect that I am to tak^for answer a 
•tory like this, being a fiction too gross to charm 
to sleep a schoolboy tormented with the tooth- 
aoh ; nevertheless, I thank God that thy doom 
does not remain in my hands. My squire and two 
nrchers shall carry thee captive to the worship- 
ful Sir John de Walton, Governor of the Gasde 
and Valley, that he may deal with thee as se^aos 
meet; nor is he a person to believe in your 
apparitions and ghosts from purgatory, — ^What 
. ho ! Fabian ! Come hither, and bring with thee 
two archers of the guard." 

Fabian accordingly, who had waited at the 
entrance of the nuned building, now found his 
way, by the light of the old sexton's lamp, and the 
sound of his master's voice, into the singular 
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i^artBenl of the eldnnm, tiie itmge decofatiMB 
irf iriucb strack the yooth with great sinprne a»l 
l»me harror/ 

<* IUlc the two arisen with tiiee, FaUan," 
Mid the Knight of Valence, <^ and, with thdr 
assistance, eonrey this old man, on horseback^ 
or in a Utter, to the presenee of the woishipM 
£Sr John de Walton. Tell him what we have 
aeen, which thou didst witness as well as I; and 
tril him that this old sexton, whom I send to 
be exandned by his superior wisd^mi, seems to 
know more than he is wiUing to Asdose respect 
ing onr ghostly cavalier, though he will gire w 
BO account of him, except intimating tiiat he is 
a q)irit of tiie old Douglasses from pifrgatory, 
to whidi Sx John de Walton will g^ve what fidtk 
he pleases. You may say, that, for my part, aay 
belief IS, either that tiie sexton is cfaaed by ags^ 
want, and enthusiasm, or that he is connected 
with some plot which the country people ave 
hatdiing. You may also say that I diall not use 
much cerem^my with the youtii under the epcre of 
the Abbot of Saint Bride ; there is somethingi 
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IMCMMiB IB aU llie occmrences that sue now fn^ 
ing around us." 

Fabian promised obedience ; and the knight, 
pulling him aside, gave him an additional can- 
ftiG% to behare with attentton in this business, 
-seeing he must recollect, that neither the jodg^ 
xnent of himself nor that of his master, were 
•apparently held in very much esteem by the 
governor ; and that it would ill become them to 
-make any mistake in a matter where the safety 
of Ae castle was perhaps concerned. 

^ Fear me not, worshipful sir," replied the 
youths ^' I am returning to pure air in the first 
place, and a good fire in the second, both accept 
able exchanges for this dungeon of sufEacating 
Tapburs and execrable smells. You may trust 
to my making no delay ; a yery short time wiU 
carry me bock to Castle Douglas, eren moving 
with suitable attention to this old man's bonesi^" 

*< Use him humanely,'' answered the knight. 
:^ And thou, old man, if thou art insensible to 
.threats of personal danger in tUs matter, remeat- 
ber, that if thou art found paltering with tts,]^thy 
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punishment will perhaps be more severe than anjr 
we can inflict upon thy person." 

<< Can you administer the torture to the soul ?" 
said the sexton. 

<< As to thee^" answered the knight^ ** we have 
lliat power; — ^we will dissolve every monastery 
or religious establishment held for the souls of 
these Douglasses, and will only allow the reU«' 
gious people to hold ilieir residence there, upon 
condition of their praying for the soul of King 
Edward the first of glorious memory, the moZ- 
bu8 Sootorum ; and if the Douglasses are deprived 
of the g^iostly benefit of the prayers and services 
of such shrines, they may term thy obstinacy the 



cause.'^ 



<^ Such a species of vengeance,'' answered tihe 
old man, in the same bold unsubdued tone which 
he had hitherto used, ^^ were more worthy of the 
infernal fiends than of Christian men/' 

The squire raised bis hand. The knight inter- 
posed : <^ Forbear him," be said, << Falrian, he is 
very old, and perhaps insane. — ^And you, sexton, 
remember that the vengeance threatened is law* 
fully directed towards a family which have been 
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the obstinate supporters of the exconmmnicated 
rebel, who murdered the Red Comyn at the 
High Church in Dumfries.'' 

So saying, Aymer strode out of the ruins, pick- 
ing his way with some difficulty — took his horse, 
which he found at the entrance — ^repeated a 
caution to Fabian, to conduct himself with pru« 
dence — and, passing on to the south-western 
gate, gave the strongest injunctions concern* 
ing the necessity of keeping a vigilant watch^ 
both by patrols and by sentinels, intimating at 
the same time, that it must have been neirlected 

men murmured an apology, the confusion of 
which seemed to express that there had existed 
some occasion for the reprimand. 

Sir Aymer then proceeded on his journey to 
Hazelside, his train diminished by the absence 
of Fabian and his assistants. After a hasty, but 
not a short journey, the knight alightedat Thomas 
Didcson's, where he found the detachment from 
Ayr had arrived before him, and were snugly 
housed for the night He sent one of the archers 
to announce his approach to the Abbot of Saint 
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Bride and lus young gaest, intknating at die 
same tiae^ that the archer xnast keep sight of the 
latter until he himself arrived at the chapel, 
whidi would he instantly. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

'When tlie nigliteiigale singes the wodet waxen grene^ 
Lef, and gras, and blosme, springeth Ld April I wene. 
And iove is to myne herte gone with one q»eare s» keae. 
N'ight and day my blood hyt drynkes, myne herte deth me tene. 

MSS, HaU. Quoted by Warton, 

Sir Aymer de Valence had no sooner follow^ 
€d his archer to the convent of Saint Bride, than 
he summoned the abbot to his presence, who came 
with the air of a man who loves his ease, and 
who is suddenly called from th^ couch where he 
has consigned himself to a comfortable repose, 
at the summons of one whom he does not think 
it safe to disobey, and to whom he would not 
di^uise his sense of peevishness, if he durst. 

^ It is a late ride,'' he said, ^^ which has 
broi^ht your worthy honour hither from the 
castle. May I be informed of the cause, after the 
arrangement so recently gone into with the go- 
vernor ?" 

'^ It is my hope,** replied the knight, ^ that 
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yon. Father Abbot, are not already conscious of 
it ; suspicions are afloat, and I myself hare this 
night seen something to confirm them, that some 
of the obstinate rebels of this country are again 
setting afoot dangerous practices, to the peril of 
the garrison ; and I come, father, to see whether, 
in requital of many favours received from the 
English monarch, you will not merit his bounty 
and protection, by contributing to the discovery 
of the designs of his enemies/' 

<' Assuredly so,'' answered Father Jerome, in 
an agitated voice. .^^ Most unquestionably my in- 
formation should stand at your command; that 
is, if I knew any thing the communication of 
which could be of advantage to you." 

Father Abbot," replied the English knight, 

although it is rash to make myself re&ponsible 
for a North-countify man in these times, yet I 
own I do consider, you as one who has ever been 
fiuthfully subject to the King of England, and I 
willingly hope that you will still continue so." 

*^ And a fine encoiuagement I have !" said the 
abbot; << to be called out of my bed at mid* 
ttigfat, in this raw weather, to undeigo the 6xa«« 
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mination of a knight, who is the youngest, 
perhaps, of his own honourable rank, and who 
will not tell me the subject of the interrogato- 
ries, but detains me on this cold pavement, till^ 
according to the opinion of Celsus, the podagra 
which lurks' in my feet may be driven into my 
stomach, and' then good-night to abbacy and 
examinations from henceforward.'' 

" Good father,'* said the young man, ** the 
spirit of the times must teach thee patience ; 
recollect that I can feel no pleasure in this duty^ 
and that if an insurrection should take place, the 
rebels, who are sufGciently displeased with thee 
for acknowledging the English monarch, would 
hang thee from thine own steeple to feed the 
erows ; or that, if thou hast secured thy peace 
by some private compact with the insurgents, 
the English governor, who will sooner or later 
gain the advantage, will not fail to treat thee as 
a rebel to Ids sovereign.'* 

** It may appear to you, my noble son," an* 
swered the abbot, obviously discomposed^ ^^ that 
I am hung up, in this case, on the horns of the 
tSlemma which you have stated; nevertheless, I 
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protest to yoQ, that if any one accuses me of. 
eohspiring with the rebels against the King of 
England, I am ready, provided you give me 
time to swallow a potion recommended by Cel« 
sns in my perilous case, to answer with the most 
perfect sincerity every question which thou canst 
put to me upon that subject." So saying, kei 
called upon a' monk who had attended at hift 
lev6e, and giving him a large key, whispered 
something in his ear. The cup which the monk 
brought, was of such capacity as proved Celsus'a:' 
draught required to be adxninistered in consicfer^ 
able quantity, and a strong smell which it spread 
through the apartment, accredited the knight's 
suspicion that the medicine chiefly consisted o£ 
what were then termed distilled waters,^ a prepa^ 
i:ation known in the monasteries for some time 
before that comfortable secret had reached the 
bdty in generaL The abbot, neither overawed; 
by the strength nor by the quantity of the potion^, 
took it off with what he himself would have caHed 
a feeling of solace and pleasance, and his voice 
beeame much more composed ; he signified him"* 
self as eoDi&srted .extraordinarily by the medicine^ 
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and willing to proceed to an^^irer any questions 
which could be put to him by his gallant young 
fidend* 

^< At present," said the knight, << you are 
srarare, fEither, that strangers travelling through 
this country, must bd the first objects of ourt 
suspicions and enquiries. What is, for example^ 
your own opinion of the youth termed Angush 
tine, the son, or calling himself so, of a personu 
called Bertram the minstrel, who has resided for. 
some days in your convent ?" 

The abbot heard the question with eyes ex-, 
pressive of surprise at the quarter from which it. 
came. 

' << Assuredly,'' said he, ^< I think of him as a 
youth who, from any thing I have seen, is o£ 
that excellent disposition, both with respect to 
loyalty and religion, which 1 should have ex^ 
peetedy were I to judge from the estimable per-^. 
son who comndtted him to my care/' 

With this the abbot bowed to the knjgh^ asi 
if he had conceived that this repartee gave him. 
as silencing advanti^e in any question which 
could follow upon that subject; and. he was 
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probably, therefore, surprised when Sir Aymer 
replied as follows : — 

<^ It is very true. Father Abbot, that I myself 
did recommend this stripling to you as a youth of 
a harmless disposition, and with respect to whom 
it would be unnecessary to exercise the strict 
vigilance extended to others in similar circum- 
stances ; but the evidence which seemed to me 
to vouch for this young man's innocence, has not 
appeared so satis&ctory to my superior and com- 
mander ; and it is by his orders that I now make 
farther enquiries of you. You must think they 
are of consequence, since we again trouble you» 
and at so unwonted an hour." 

** I can only protest by my order, and by the 
veil of Saint Bride,'' replied the abbot, the spi- 
rit of Celsus appearing to fail his pupil, <^ that 
whatever evil may be in this matter, is totally 
unknown to me — ^nor could it be extorted from 
me by racks or implements of torture. What- 
ever signs of disloyalty may hare been evinced 
by this young man, I have witnessed none of 
them, although I have been strictly attentive ta 
his behaviour.'' 
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** In what respect ?* said the knight — " and 
what is the result of your observation ?" 

^^ My answer,'' said the abbot of Saint Bride, 
^* shall be sincere and downright. The youth 
condescended upon payment of a certain number 
of gold crowns, not by any means to repay the 
hospitality of the church of Saint Bride, but 
merely"— 

** Nay, father," interrupted the knight, " yom 
may cut that short, since the governor and I well 
•understand the terms upon which the monks of 
Saint Bride exercise their hospitality. In what 
manner, it is more necessary to ask, was it re-^ 
ceived by this boy ?" 

^< With the utmost gentleness and modera-*^ 
lion, noble sir," answered the abbot; <^ indeecl, 
it appeared to me, at first, that he might be a 
troublesome guest, since the amoun( of his bene-> 
volence to the convent was such as to encourage, 
and, in some degree, to authorize, his demand- 
ing accommodation of a kind superior to that we 
had to bestow." 

'< In which case," said Sir Aymer, " you 
would have had the discomfort of returning some 
part of the money you had received ?" 

VOL, IV. F 
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^ Thai,'' replied the abbot, << woiildl bare 
been a mode of aetdement eootrary to dor Vfwtu. 
yfkeA is paid tothetroasury of SmxA Bridget 
CBOBKoty agreeably to waoa riiley be on any aceoiiiit^ 
TMtaredL Bn^ noble kmght> there was qo« 
oocasmi fiv this ; a crust of white bread and a 
^haaght of milk were diet sufficient to nourish 
this poor youth for a day, and it waa my own 
aacdety £sr Us hiealtb that dicta^^d the furnish- 
itig of bia edl with a sifter bed and ooverlet. 
I^aa are quite consistent with the rules of our 

. << ^9^ heazken to what I say. Sir Abbot, and 
answer me truly," said the Ejoight of Vedence 
-^^^ What communication has thk youi:h held 
widi the inmates of your ccmvent, or with thoao. 
beyond your house ? Search your memory coil- 
coBsing tlusj ^md let me have a distinct answer»< 
fisr your guesf s safety aod your own depeadf 
upon it" 

^^ Ai^ I iffloi a Christian man,'* said the abbot, 
** I have observed nothing which could give 
g»o«nd ffxt your worship's suspicions. The boy 
Augustine, unlike those whom I have observed 
who have beea educated in the world, showed a. 



macked pcefereace id the eampmj of sudi siBterB : 
as the house of Saint Bride contains, rather than 
£»r that of the nionks^ my Inrethreii^ although 
these are among them pleasant and eonrersiUe : 

'^ Scandal," said tlte young kn%hty *^ m%bl 
find a reason for ^Uiat preference." 

<< Not im die case of the sisters <^ Saint Brid^ 
get," said the abbot, '^ most of whom have been . 
either sorely misused by time, or their eomelinesa . 
destroyed by some mishap previously to their 
bexDg receiyed into the seclusion of the house.'' 

This observati<m the good fiither made with 
some internal movement of mirth, whidi was 
apparently exeited at the idea of the sisterhood * 
of Saint Bridget becoming attractive to any one * 
fay dint of their personal beauty, in which, as it- 
happened, they were all notably, and almost 
ludicrously, deficient. The English knight, to 
whom the sisterhood were well known, felt also: 
inclined to smile at this conversation* 
' <^ I acquit," he said, ^^ the pious sisterhood of 
charming, otherwise than by their kind wishes 
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and attention to the wants of the suffering stran* . 
ger." 

** Sister Beatrice/' continued tiie fatiier, resu-* 
ming his gravity, " is indeed blessed witii a win-^ 
ning gift of making comfits and syllabubs ; but, 
on minute enquiry, I do not find that the youth 
has tasted any of them. Neither is sister Ursula 
so hard favoured by nature, as from the effects of 
an accident i but your honour knows that when 
a woman is ugly, tiie men do not trouble them- 
selves about the cause of her hard favour. I will 
go, with your leave, and see in what state tiie 
youtii now is, and summon him before you.'' 

'^ I request you to do so, father, for the aSair 
is instant ; and I earnestly advise you to watch, 
in the closest manner, this Augustine's beha- 
viour : you cannot be too particular. I will wait 
your return, and either carry the boy to the castle, 
or leave him here, as circumstances may seem to 
require." 

The abbot bowed, promised his utmost exer- 
tions, and hobbled out of the room to wait on 
the youth Augustine in his cell, anxious to favour,. 
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if possible, the wishes of De Valencej whom he 
looked upon as rendered by circumstances his 
military patron. 

He remained long absent, and Sir Aymer. 
began to be of opinion that the delay was suan 
pidous, when the abbot returned with perplexity 
and discomposure in his countenance. 

*^ I crave your pardon for keeping your wor- 
ship waiting," said Jerome, with much anxiety ; 
^^ but I have myself been detained and vexed 
by unnepessary formalities and scruples on the 
part of this peevish boy. In the first places 
hearing my foot approaching his bedroom, my 
youth, instead of undoing the door^ which would 
have been but proper respect to my place, on the 
contrary, draws a strong bolt on the inside ; and 
tliis fastemng, forsooth, has been placed on his 
chamber by Ursula's command, that his slumbers 
might be suitably respected. I intimated to him 
as I best could, that he must attend you without 
delay, and prepare to accompany you to the 
Castle of Douglas ; but he would not answer 
a single word, save recommending to me pa* 
tience, to which I was bin to have recoursei 
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fui well as your archer, ivliom I found standing 
BentiBel before the door <^ the cell, and eo»- 
tenting himself with the assurance a£ the iBi»- 
ten that there was no otiber passage by whidi 
Augusdne could make his escape. At length 
the door opens, and my young master presents 
himself fully arrayed for his journey. The trudi 
hf I think some fresh attack of his malady has 
affected the youth ; he may perhaps be disturbed 
"with some touch of hypochondria^ or black choler^ 
a species of dotage of the mind, which is some- 
IJmes found concomitant with and isymptomalid 
t>f this disorder; but he is at present oomposec^ 
and if your worship chooses to see him, he is at 
your command.** 

• «< Call him hither," said the knight. And a 
considerable space of time again elapsed ere the 
eloquence of the abbot, hatf chiding and haff 
toothing, prevailed on the lady, in her adopted 
character, to approach the parlour, in which at laM 
she made her appearance, with a countenance on 
which the marks of tears might still be discovered 
nnd a pettish sullenness, like that of a boy, or, wiA 
-reverence, that of a girl, who is detenmned upon 
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taking lier^niea way la aay auitter, and eqnall jr 

solved to gire no reason for her doing wk fitr 

hnrried lev^ had not prevented her attending 

closely to aU the mufflings wid disguinngs by 

whidi her pilgrim's dress was arranged, so as to 

niter her appearance, and effectuidly ^goise h^r 

' sex. Bnt as civility prevented her wearing her 

litrge sdoQched hat, she necessarily exposed her 

' conntenanoe more than intheopen air ;andtiioiigh 

^ the l^iigkt beheld a most lovely set of ieatnres, 

yet they were not such as were inconsistent with 

the character she had adopted, and which she had 

•iresolved npm maintaining to tiie last She had^ 

-accordingly, mustered up a degree of oonmge 

which was not natoral to her, and whidi she 

perhaps supported by h(^s which her situation 

hardly admitted. So soon as she found heiB^ 

'in the same apartment with De Val^ice, she 

assumed a style. of manners, bolder and m€iire 

determined than she had hidierto displftyed. 

<^ Your worship,'' she said, addressing him 
even before he spoke, *^ is a knight of England, 
and possessed, doubtless, of ihe virtues whidk 
become that noble station. I am an unfortunate 
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■ ladf obliged, by reasons which I am ukider the 
necessity of keeping secret, to travel in a dan- 
gerous country, where I am suspected, without 
any just cause, of becoming accessory to plots 
and conspiracies which are contrary to my own 
interest, and which my very soul abhors; and 
which I might safely abjure, by imprecating upon 
myself all the curses of our religion and renoun- 
dug all its promises, if I were accessory to such 
designs in thought, word, or deed. Nevertheless, 
you, who will not believe my solemn protesta* 
tion, are about to proceed against me as a guilty 
person, and in so doing I must warn you. Sir 
Knight, that you will commit a great and cruel 
iigustice/' 

^ I shall endeavour to avoid that,'' said the 
knight, ^^ by referring the duty to Sir John de 
Walton, the governor, who will decide what is 
to be done ; in this case, my only duty will be 
to place you in his hands at Douglas Castle." 

*^ Must you do this ?** said Augustine* 

'* Certainly," replied the knight, " or be an- 
swerable for neglecting my duty." 

•* But if I become bound to answer your loss 
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i^ith a large sum of moneys a large tract of 
land" 

** No treasure, no land, — ^supposing such at 
your disposal," answered the knight, ^^ can atone 
for disgrace; and besides, boy, how. should I 
trust to your warrant, were my avarice such as 
n^ould induce me to listen to such proposals ?" 

^^ I must then prepare to attend you instantly 
to the Castle of Douglas» and the presence of 
Sir John de Walton ?" replied Augustine. 

** Young man," answered De Valence, " there 
is no remedy, since, if you delay me longer, I 
must carry you thither by foice." 

" What will be the consequence to my 
-father ?" said the youth* 

" That," replied the knight, " will depend 
exactly on the nature of your confession and his; 
something you both have to say, as is evident 
from the terms of the letter Sir John de Walton 
conveyed to you ; and, I assure you, you were 
better to speak it out at once, than to risk the 
consequences of more delay. I can admit of 
no more trifling; and, believe me, that your fate 

2v 
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^win be entiiely raled by yomr own £rankii6» 
and candour/' 

<( I muBt prepare, tihen, to travel at your com- 
mand," said the youth. << But dik cmei d]»- 
•ease still hangs around me, and Abbot Jerome^ 
whose leechcrtift is fiunous, will himself assure 
you that I cannot travel without danger of my 
'life ; and that while I was residing in ibis eon- 
vent, I declined every opportunity of exercise 
which was offered me by the kindness of the gao^ 
risen at Hazelside, lest I might by mishap bring 
4he contagion among your men/' 

'* The youth says right,'' said the abbot ; '< the 
'^chers and men*at-arms have more than once 
sent to invite this lad to join in some of thek 
^military games, or to amuse them, perhaps, with 
some of his minstrelsy ; but he has unifomdy 
^declined doing so ; and, according to my belief 
At is the effects of this disorder which have pr^- 
^^ited his accepting an indulgence so natural t» 
*his i^e, and in so dull a place as the cpnv^it of 
'Saint Bride must needs seem to a youth bred 
^p in the world." 

" Do you then hold, reverend &ther," said 
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Sr^LyiMr^ ^ thfti llwve is real ^eaif^ bkektrf* 
ing this youth to the casde to-night, as I pro* 
pesed?' 

^ I conceive sneh danger,** replied tbe abiM^ 
^< to exist, not only as it may occasion the ToIa|M 
of the poor youth himself, but as particubdy 
l&ely, no preparations having been nmdO) to in- 
troduce the infection among your honourablo 
garrison ; for it is in these relapses, more thaaili 
the first violence of the malady, that it has boen 
found most contagious.'* 

<< Then,'* said the knight, ^ you must be eoii^ 
tent, my Mend, to give a share of your room to 
an archer, by way of sentmeL** 

<^ I cannot object,*' said Augustine, ^* provided 
my unfortunate vicinity does not endanger the 
health of the poor soldier*'* 

<< He will be as ready to do his duty,** ssid 
the abbot, << without ihe door of the apartaMlt 
as within it; and if the youth should skcip 
•soundly, which the presence of a guard in Us 
chamber might prevent, he is the more likdy to 
answer your purpose on the morrow*" 

<< Let it be so,** said Sir Aymer; <^ so yM 
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Iffe sure that you do not minbter any &cility of 
escape/' 

<< The apartmtot," said the monk, << bath no 
other entrance than that which is guaided^by 
Ihe areher, but to content you, I shall secure the 
door in your presence." 

<< So be it, then," said the Knight of Valence.; 
« this done, I myself will lie down without doffing 
my mail-shirt, and snatdx a sleep till the ruddy 
dawn caUs me again to duty, when you, Augus- 
tine, will hold yourself ready to attend me to our 
Castle of Douglas." 

The bells of the convent summoned the inhap 
bitants and inmates of Saint Bride to morning 
pimyers at the first peep of day. When this 
doty was over, the knight demanded his priscm- 
er. The abbot marshalled him to the door of 
Augustine's chamber. The sentinel who was 
•tetioned there, armed with a brown-bill, or spe- 
ciea of partisan^ reported that he had heard no 
motion in the apartment during the whole night. 
The abbot tapped at the door, but received no 
answer. He knocked again louder, but the si- 
lence waa unbroken from withb. 
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<^ What means this ?" said the reverend ruler 
of the convent of Saint Bride ; <^ my yoimg 
|>atient has certainly fallen into a syncope or 
swoon !" 

<« I wish, Fatiier Abbot,*' said the knight, << that 
he may not have made his escape instead,. an 
{bccident which both you and I may be required 
to axiswer, since, according to our strict duty, 
we ought -to have kept sight of him, and detained 
him in close custody omtil daybreak." 

<< I trust your worship,'' said the abbot, <^only 
anticipates a misfortune which I cannot think 
possible." 

*^ We shall speedily see," said the knight ; 
and raising his voice, he called aloud^ so as to 
be heard within, <' Bring crow-bars and levers, 
and burst me that door into splinters without an 
instant's debiy !" 

- The loudness of his voice, and the stem tone 
in which he spoke, soon brought around him the 
brethren of the house, and two or three soldiers 
of his own party, who were already busy in ca* 
parisoning their horses. The displeasure of the 
young knight was manifested by his flushed fea* 
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tttreiy and the dbanipt Baanner in wUck he 
Tcpeated Ids ODflmia&dft fot breakup open tkfc 
door. Tlia was speedily perfenned, thoag^ it 
required the application of considerable streii|^ 
«nd at the shattered remains fell cradang ihto 
the apartment, De Valenee spmng, and iSm 
abbot hobbled, into the cell l>f the prisoner, 
/which, to the fulShnent of their worst saB|^^ 
tlMy found empty. 



CJlSXUE DAKOERO08. 19S 



CHAPTER V. 

4 

Inhere is lie ? Has tlie deep 9m&. fwaUfliw'd likn? 

Or liaih lie melted like Bo^ie ury pliantoni 

That slums the approach of mom and the yomig sun? 

Or hath he wrapt him in Cimmerian darkneaiy 

And passed beyond the circnit of the sight 

With things of the night*8 shadows ? 

Anonymous, 

The disappearance of the youth, whose d» 
'guise and whose &te have, we h(^e, inclined 
our readers to take some interest in him, wiH 
Tequire some explanation ere we proceed iMl 
the other personages of the story, and we sfaaB 
set about giving it accordingly. 

When Augustine was consigned to his cell i«r 
the second time on the preceding evening^^bodi 
the monk and the young Knight of Valence liad 
feen the key tamed «pon him^ aad had heaiB 
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him secure the door on the inside with the Jbolt 
which had been put on at his request by sister 
Ursula, in whose affections the youth of Au- 
gustine^ his extreme handsomeness, and, above 
all, his indisposition of body and his melancholy 
of mind, had gained him considerable interest 

So soon, accordingly, as Augustine re-^itered 
his apartment, he was. greeted in a whisper by 
the sister, who, during the interval of his ab- 
sence, had contrived to slip into the cell, and- 
having tappiced herself behind the little bed, 
came out, with great appearance of joy, to greet 
the return of the youth. The number of little 
attentions, the disposal of holly boughs, and 
such other evergreens as the season permitted, 
showed the anxiety of the holy sisters to decor 
rate the chamber of their guest, and the greet- 
ings of sbter Ursula expressed the same friendly, 
interest, at the same time intimating that she 
was already in some degree in possession of the 
stranger's mystery. 

As Augustine and the holy sister were busied 
^n exchange of coniGideiice, the extraordinary 



CASTLE DAKOEROU6. 137 

diflfeience between their coantenances aird their 
persons must have struck any one who might 
hare been accidentally a witness of their inter- 
view. The dark pilgrim^s robe of the disguised 
female, was not a stronger contrast to the white 
woollen garment worn by the votaress of Saint 
Bride, than the visage of the nun, seamed with 
many a ghastly scar, and the light of one of her 
eyes extinguished for ever, causing it to roll a 
sightless luminary in her head, was to the beau- 
tiful countenance of Augustine, now bent with a 
confidential, and even affectionate look, upon the 
extraordinary features of her companion* 

** You know,'* said the supposed Augustine, 
'< the principal part of my story ; can you, or 
will you, lend me your assistance ? If not, my 
dearest sister, you must consent to witness my 
death, rather than my shame* Yes, sister Ursu- 
la, I will not be pointed at by the finger of scorn, 
as the thoughtless maiden who sacrificed so much 
for a young man, of whose attachment she was 
not so well assured as she ought to have been* 
I will not be dragged before De Walton, for the 
purpose of being compelled, by threats of torture. 
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\o dedhffe myself A:e fenudc in faoncmr of whoa 
lie holds the Dai^gerous Castle. No doabt» he 
might be glad to give his hand is wedlock to a 
damsel whose dowery is so aii^e; but who can 
tell whether he will regard me with that respect 
wiiich every woman would wish to command, 
«r pardon that boldness of whidi I hare been 
gmky, even though its consequences have beefli 
in \as own &vow?' 

<* Nay, my darling daoghter/' answered th^ 
%nn, ^^con^oit ymirself ;-for in ail I can aid 
you, be assured I will. My means are somewbat 
more than my present situation may express, and» 
be assured, they shall be tried to the littermost 
Methinki I still hear Ihat lay wlm^yon simg to 
the other sisters and myself although I alone» 
toudied by fedings kindred to y^urs, had the 
Bddress to comprehend that it fold your own 
Me:* 

^ I am yet surprised," said Augustb% 
«peaking beneath her breath, << how I had the 
Mdness t» sing in your ears the lay, which, iii 
&et, was the history c£ my diqgiaee.'* 
K ^ Alas I that you will say so,*^ retumed^the 
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nxm; ^^tiberewas notaw^rd bntidiatrefleiiiUed 
'^ose tales of love and of hi^h-^^mited dariai^ 
irfiieh the best ndnstrels lore to celebrate, and 
&e noblest knigfats and maidens 'vroep at Once 
tind smile to bear. TheLadyAngnstaofBerkely, 
« great heiress, aeoording to the world, hijiQi m 
-hnd and movable goods, becomes the Eing^ 
Ifr&xd by the deatli of her parents; and thus is on 
the point of being given away in xnarrii^ to a 
minion of ^e King of England^ whom, in these 
"ISeottisb YGJleys, W^scrnplernottOicaUaperfiiBp- 
tory tyrant • 

<^ I must not say so, my sister,^ sod the pii- 
grim; ^ and yet, true it is, that the cousin of 
iihe obscnre parasite Gayeston, on whom the King 
wished to confer my poor hand, was neither By 
birth, merit, or circumstance, worthy of sndh as 
alliance. Meantime I heard of the fanie of 8kt 
John de Walton; and I heard of it not with the 
less interest ihst his feats of chivalry were said 
to adorn a knight, who, rich in evoy thing dbu^ 
'was poor in worldly goods, and in the sadles wi 
fortune* I saw this Sir John de Waltoli, and I 
-adcBowledge that a thought, which had already 
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intraded itself on my imaginatioii, becam^i after 
this interview, by frequent recurrence, more 
£imiliar, and more welcome to me. Methought 
tkat the daughter of a powerful English family, 
if she could ^ve away with her hand such wealth 
as the world spoke of, would more justly and 
honourably bestow it in remedying the errors of 
fortune in regard to a gallant knight like De Wal« 
ton, than in patching the revenues of a beggarly 
Frenchman, whose only merit was in being the 
•kinsman of a man who was very generally de« 
tested by the whole kingdom of England, e^- 
-cepting the in£Eituated monarch himself.'* 

** Nobly designed, my daughter,*' said the 
nun; << what more worthy of a noble heart, 
possessing riches, beauty, birth, and rank, than to 
confer them all upon indigent and chivalrous 
merit?' 

** Such, dearest sister, was my intention," re- 
plied Augustine; .^^ but I have, perhaps, scarce 
sufficiently 4eaEplained the manner in which I 
meant to proceed. By the advice of an aged min- 
strel of our house, the same who is now prisoner 
at Douglas, I caused exhibit a large feast upon 
Christmas eve, and sent invitations abroad to the 
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young knights of noble name wlio were known, 
to spend their leisure in quest of arms and ad* 
ventures. When the tables were drawn^ and the, 
feast concluded, Bertram, as had been before 
devised, was called upon to take his harp* He 
song, receiving from all who were present the 
attention due to a minstrel of so much &me* 
The theme which he chose, was the frequent 
capture of this Douglas Castle, or, as the poet 
termed it. Castle Dangerous. < Where are the 
champions of the renowned Edward the First,^ 
said the minstrel, ' when the realm of England 
cannot furnish a man brave enough, or suffi- 
ciently, expert in the wars, to defend a miser- 
able hamlet of the North against the Scottish 
rebds, who have vowed to retake it over our 
soldiers' heads ere the year rolls to an end? 
Where are the noble ladies, whose smiles used 
to give countenance to the Knights of Saint 
George's Cross? Alas! the spirit of love and of 
chivalry is alike dead amongst us — our knights 
are limited to petty enterprises-r4Uid our noblest^ 
heiresses are given as prizes to strangers, as if 
iheir own country had no one to deserve them.' — 



118' ctffiiC nJka&E^pvfs, 

li0feafoptdieliarp;aiid I shame to sdy» that I 
myael^ as if moyed to enthusiafiiii by the song 
of the miostrel, aorese) and takiag; ftcm. ipy neck 
the chain of gdd which supported a crucifix of 
special, sanctity, I made my vow, always under 
the King's pennission, that I w<mld give ny 
haad^and the inheritance of my Others, to the 
gdod knighty beix^ of noble birth and lineage 
who' should keep the Castle id Douglas in the 
Kiii^ oi England's name, for a year and a day* 
I sat down, my dearest sister, deafened with the 
jnbilee in whkh my guests expressed their ap* 
phrase -of my supposed patriotism* Yet some 
degree of pause took jdace amidst the young, 
knights, who m%ht reasonably have been sup- 
posed ready to embrace this oiBTer, although at 
the risk of being ^icumbered with Augusta of 
Berkely." 

^ Shame on the man," said Ms^r Ursulat 
^ who should thiok so ! Put you^ beafuty alonC} 
my dearest, into consideration, and A true knight 
oi^ht to have embraced the dai^ers of twenty 
Castles of Dougks, rather than let such an in- 
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talilafalcf bpportiinit|E of gaifiiiig .joxat &w^m bet 

'• ^^Jtt may be that some in reality thouglit so/* : 
said the pilgriin ; ^ biat it was supposed that the^ 
Idfig's fanmir might be lost by those who sefemed 
i0(h aaxbiia to* tbwast hi£» royal purpose upon hist . 
ward's haad. At auy xale, grealJy to my joy, the; 
•ady pexsen who avaiial himself of the offel* ]. 
had. mad£f was Sk John de Wal^n ; aiid as hi^i 
efier was guarded by a clause, saving and tesetSr 
idag 1^ kuig's approbadon, I hope he has noti 
suffiared any diminutiou of Edward's feiTOur/' 

<< Assure yourself, noble and high-epiriled. 
young lady," rqplied the nun^ *< that there la no, 
fear of thy geaer«u de^tba hurtJBg % lovee. 
with the King of Engiaud* Something we! 

bear concerning worldly passages, even in thiat 
semote nook of Saint Bride's chn&ter ; and the re*^ 
port goes among the Englisb soldiers that their: 
king was indeed offended at* your putting youF 
will in oppontion to his own; yet, on the other 
hand, diis preferred lover. Six John de Waltoui^^ 
was a man of such extensive fame, and your offes 
was so nmch in the character of better but no^ 
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fingotten times, that even a kin^ could not at 
Aa beginning of a long and stabbom war deprive 
an errant cavalier of hb bride, if slie should be 
duly won by his sword and lance." 
> ^* Ah ! dearest sister Ursula !" ughed the 
disguised pilgrim, ^* bul^ on the other hand, 
how much time must pass by in the siege, by 
defeating which that suit must needs be advan- 
ced ? While I sat in my lonely castle, tidings 
after tidings came to astound me with the nume** 
rous, or rather the constant dangers, with which 
my lover was surrounded, until at length, in a 
moment I think of madness, I resdived to set 
out in this masculine disguise; and having my* 
^If with my own eyes seen in what situation I 
had placed my knight, I determined to take such 
measures in respect to shortening the term of his 
trial, or otherwise, as a sight of Douglas Castle, 
a»d — ^why should I deny it ?— of Sir John de 
Walton, might suggest. Perhaps you, my dear* 
est sister, may not so well understand my being 
tempted into flinching from the resolution which 
I had laid down for my own honour, and that 
of my lover; but ccmsider, that my resolu-^ 
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tion was the consequence' of a moment of ezeL* 
tation, and that the course which I adopted was 
the conclusion of a long, wasting, sickening state 
^-N of uncertainty, the effect of which was to weaken 
the nerves which were once highly strung with 
love of my country as I thought; but in rieality^ 
alas ! with fond and anxious feeliiigs of a mor^ 
selfish description/' 

<^ Alas !" said sister Ursula, evincing the 
strongest symptoms of interest and compassion^ 
^< am I the person, dearest child, whom you 
suspect of insensibility to the distresses which 
ar^ llie fruit of tf ue love ? Do you supppse that 
the air which is breathed wMuu these walk has 
the property, upon the female heari^ of such 
inairellous fountains as they say change into 
stone the substances which are immersed into 
their waters ? Hear my tale, and judge if it 
can be,. thus with ode who possesses my causes 
of gprief. A^<1^ not fear for loss of time ; we 
must let our neighbours at Hazelside be settled 
for the evening, ere. I furnish you with the meant 
of escape ; and you must have a trusty guide^ 
for whose fidelity I will be responsible, to direct 

VOL. IV. ,o 
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yenor pftdi Asrcmfli dtese voodbs, and prated 
yon ia ^ase of any dangms too likely to oocar 
fai tiiese troublesome times. It will ^koB be 
hig^ an hour ere you depart; and sure I am that 
In no manner ean yon spend the thn^ better 
Aan in listening to lUstresses too similar to your 
bwn, and flowing from the sonree <if disappointed 
affection which you must needs sympathise 
^with.'' 

"* The distresses of the Lady Augusta did ncK; 
^event her being in some degree affected almoi^ 

* 

Indierously with the singular eontrost betweeft 
"the hideous coantenanoe of tins victim of tiM 
%ender passion, and Ae cause to which she im^- 
|iluted her aorrows ; but it was not a moment for 
^grring way to a sense of the ridiculous, which 
%uuld have been in the highest degree offensive 
4o lite sister of Saint Bride, whose good-will she 
%ad so many reasons to conciliate. She readily, 
tterefore, succeeded in preparmg herself to listen 
to the votary with an appearance of sympathy^ 
^hich might reward that which she had herself 
^stperienced at the hands of sister Ursula ; while 
ttie imfertunate redase^ with an agitation which 



ttade her vglinen still more coaipicttotis, narr 
tilted nearly in a wliiqier the £»lIowii^ circiui^ 
stances:— 

^^ My mkfo f tames eonuneaced long b^re J 
"wm called nster Ursula, or seeluded as a votaresy 
^irNUn these walls. My &lJier was a noble Norr 
nan, who, like many of his countrymen, sought 
and found fortune at the court of the King of 
Scotland. He was endowed with the sherilB^ 
dom of this county, and Maurice de Hattely, or 
Hautlieu, was numbered amoi^ the wealthy 
BxA powerful barons of Scotland. "Wherefori^ 
should I deny it, that the daughter of this baroa^ 
then called Margaret de HautHeu, was als# 
distinguished among the great and fidr of ths 
land ? It can be no censurable vanity which pro*> 
Vokes me to speak the truth, and unless I teK 
it myself, you could hardly suq>ect what a 
resemblance I once bore even to the lovely Liadf 
Augusta of Beikely. About this time broke oat 
those unfortunate feuds of Bruce and Balio^ 
which have been so long the curse of this coun^ 
try. My ftther, determined in his choice of partjr 
hy tibte arguments of his wealthy kinsmen at thtf 
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tH>urt of Edward? embraced with passion the fiM>- 
iion of the English interest, and became one 
of the keenest partisans at first of John Baliol, 
and afterwards of the English monarch* . Non^ 
among the Anglodsed-Scottish, as his party was 
tadled, were so zealous as he for the red crosSf 
and no one was more detested by his conn* 
trymen^ who followed the national standard of 
Stunt Andrew and the patriot Wallace. Among 
those soldiers of the soil, Malcolm Fle«iing of 
Biggar was one of the most distinguished by 
his noble birth, his high acquirements, and his 
feme in chivalry* I saw him ; and the ghastly 
spectre who now addresses you must not b^ 
ashamed to say, that she loved, and was beloved 
by, one of the handsomest youths in* Scotland, 
Our. attachment was discovered to my father 
almost ere we had owned it to each other, aj^ 
he was furious both against my lover and my? 
self; he placed me under the charge of a religious 
woman of this rule, and I was immured within 
Ae house of Saint Bride, where my fathei 
■*«Jned not to announce he would cause me to 
take the veU by force unless I agreed to wed % 
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youth bred at the English courti his nephew; 
and, as Heaven had granted him no sop, the heir» 
as he had resolved, of the house of Hautlieu. I. 
was not long in making my election. I protested 
that death should be my choice, rather than any 
other husband excepting Malcolm Flem^'f^ Nei^ 
iher was my lover less fiuthful ; he foiuM means 
to communicate to me a particular night on which 
ke proposed to attempt to storm the nunnery of 
Saint, Bride, and carry me from hence to free* 
dom and the greenwood, of which Wallace was 
generally called the king. In an evil hour — an 
hour, I think, of in&tuation and witchery — I 
suffered the abbess to wheedle the secret out of 
me, which I might have been sensible would 
^)pear more horribly flagitious to her than to 
any other woman that breathed ; but I had not 
taken the vows, and I thought Wallace and Fie* 
jning had the same charms for every body as for 
me, and the artful woman gave me reason to 
believe that her loyalty to Bruce was without a 
flaw of suspicion, and she took part in a pldt, of 
which my freedom was the object. Th^ abbess 
engaged to have the English guards remove4 
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to a dtftanee, and in appeanmee the troops wete 
withdrawn. Acoordingly, in the middle of die 
night appointed, die window of my cdl, whieh 
was two stories from the gronndy was opened 
without noise ; and never were my eyes more 
gladdened than, as ready disguised and arrayed 
for flight, even in a horseman's dress, like your-^ 
self, fidrest Lady Augusta, I saw Malcolm Fle«* 
ming ^ring into the apartment He rushed to* 
wards me ; but at the same time my father widi 
ten ci his strongest men filled the room, and 
cried their war-cry of Baliol. Blows were in- 
standy dealt <m every side. A form like a gian^ 
however, appeared in the midst of die tumult^ 
and distinguished himself even to my half-giddy 
eye, by the ease with which he bore down and 
dispersed those who fought against our freedom*. 
My &ther alone offered an opposidon wkick 
direatened to prove fatal to him ; for Wallace^ 
it was said, could foil any two martial champums 
that ever drew sword. Brushing from him the 
armed men, as a lady would drive away with her 
fan a swarm of troublesome flies, he secured me 
in one arm, used his odier for our mutual pro* 



tection, and I found myself in the act of being 
borne in safety down the ladder by which mf 
deliverers had ascended from without i — ^bat an 
^Til fiite awaited this attempt 
. ^^ My &ther, whom the Champion of Scodani} 
bad spared for my sake, or rather for Fleming'st 
gained by his victor's compassion and lenity 
t fearful advantage, and made a remorseless 
use of it* Having only his leQ hand to oppoat 
to the maniac attempts of my father, even the 
Strength of Wallace could not prevent the assail* 
ant, with all the energy of desperation^ £ron| 
lowing down the ladder, on whi^h his daugh* 
ier was perched like a dove in the grasp of ai| 
^agle. The champion saw our danger, apd ex-- 
erting his inimitable strength and agility, cleare4 
Winself and me from thp ladder, audlei^ped fre« 
of the moat of the convent, into which we mx^ 
Otherwise have been predpitated* The Qhamr 
pion of Scotiland was saved in the desperate at- 
tempt, but I, who fell among a heap of stones and 
rubbish, I, the disobedient daughter, wellnigih 
;the apostate vestal, waked only from a long be4 
.ff£ sickness, to find myself the disfigured wretch 
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which you now see me. I then learned that 
Malcolm had escaped from the firay, and short- 
ly after I heard, with feelings less keen per-* 
haps than they ought to have been, that my 
father was slain in one of the endless battles which 
took place between the contending factions. If 
he had lived, I might have submitted to the com- 
pletion of my fate ; but since he was no more, I 
felt that it would be apreferablelot to be a beggar 
in the streets of a Scottish village, than an Abbess 
in this miserable house of Saint Bride ; nor was 
even that poor object of ambition, on which my 
fiither used to expatiate when desirous of per- 
suading me to enter the monastic state, by milder 
means tl^an throwing me off the battlements, 
long open to me« The old abbess died of a cold 
caught the evening of the fray ; and the place, 
'which might have been kept open until I was 
'capable of filling it, was disposed of otherwise, 
"when the English thought fit to reform, as they 
termed it, the discipline of the house ; and, in- 
stead of electing a new abbess, sent hither two 
or three friendly monks, who have now the abso- 
lute government of the community, and wield 
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4t endrely according to the pleatore df the 
Jkiglish. But If for one, who hare had the 
Jionour to be supported by the arms of the 
Champion of my country, will not remain here 
to be commanded by this Abbot Jerome. I will 
go forth; nor do I fear to find relations and 
friendsy who will provide a more fitting pkce of 
' refuge for Margaret de Hautiieu than the con* 
vent of Saint Bride ; you, too, dearest lady, shall 
obtain your freedom, and it will be well to leave 
such information as will make Sir John de Wal* 
ton aware of the devotion with which his happy 
fate has inspired you/' 

^^ It is not, then, your own intention,'' said 

the Lady Augusta, ^^ to return into the world 

-i^in, and you are about to renounce the lover* 

in a union witii whom you and he once saw 

your joint happiness ?** 

^^ It is a question, my dearest child," said 

sister Ursula, << which I dare not ask myself, 

and to which I am absolutely uncertain what 

. answer I should return. I have not taken the 

. final and irrevocable vows ; I have done nothing 

. to alter my situation with regard to Malcolm 

g2 



He also, by the tow8 pHghted in tie 
•Cbanceiy of Heaven, is my affianoed bridegrocmi^ 
nor am I conscious that I less deserve his 6i^ 
in any respeet now, than at the moment when 
it was pledged to me; but, I confess, dearest 
lady, that rumours have reached me, which stin^ 
me to the quick ; the reports of my wounds and 
-ficars are said to have estranged the Knight of 
my choice. I am now indeed poor,** she added, 
with a si^, << and I «ai no longer possessed 
' of those personal charms, which they say attract 
^the love^ and fix the fidelity, of the other sex. 
I teach myself, therefore, to think, in my mo- 
ments o( settled resolution, that all betwixt me 
> and Malccdm Reming is at an end, saving good 
fWiriies an the part of both towards the other ; 
•and yet there is a sensation in my bosom which 
whispers, in spite of my reason, that if I absc 
lutely believed that which I now say, there would 
' be no object on earth worthy my living for in 
' order to attain it^ This insinuating prepossession 
' whispers to my secret soul, and in very opposi- 
tion to my reas<m and understanding, diat IMhl- 
• colm Flennng, who could pledge his all upon Ae 
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KXTice of lis oountry^ is incapable 0f xiouijiliibg 
die venatild affectum of an OTdinary, a «Mne# 
or a venal charaeter. Meddnhiy leere tbe d^ 
ferenoe upon his part instead of mine, ht would 
not lose liis intnest in my eje% because hi W9t 
seamed wOk honourable scars, obtained in ast 
serting tbe freedom of liis cboioe, but that &Huh 
upmoidi would, in my opinion, add to his mexst^ 
whatever they took away from his personal ctnofif 
liness. Ideas rise on my soul, as if Makolmaud 
librgaret might yet be to each o&er aU that Iheir 
affections once anticipated with so much ngeantji 
and. that a change, which took nothiiq^ from the 
honour and virtae of the beloved person, must 
ratiier add to, than diminish, the charms of the 
uzdon. Look at me, dearest Lady Augusta !-^ 
lock me-^if you have courage — fiill in the hc^ 
and tell me whetiier I do not rave whea my 
fancy is thus converting mere poSttlnliUes int^ 
Jliat which is natural and prolnb W 

The Lady of Berkdly, conscious of the x^B^^et- 
iaity, raised her eyes on the unfortunate vm^ 
4rftaid of loiAjig her own chance of deliveran^ 
^ the mode in which she sheuU con^uqt h#i^ 
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io my ease is most probaUe, of that lover Ut 
nAom you hare already done so much ?*' 
. Tbe English lady cast h» eyes agrai on her 
fijendy and could not h^ shuddering a fitde «t 
fte thought of her own beautiful countenance 
being exchanged for the seamed and scarred 
features of the Lady of Hautlieu, irregularly 
lighted by the beams of a single eye. 

<< Believe me/' she said, looking solemnly 
upwards, ^^ that even in the case which you sup* 
pose,. I would not sorrow so much for myself, as 
) would for tiie poor-spirited thoughts of the 
lorer who could leave me because those transit 
tory charms (which must in any case ere long 
take their departure) had fled ere yet the bridal 
day. It is, however, concealed by the decrees of 
Providence, in what manner, or to what extent^ 
other persons, witii whose ^dispositioo we are not 
fully acquainted, maybe aflFected by such changes^ 
1 can only assure you that my hopes go witili 
yours, and that there is no difficulty which shall 
•remain in your path in future, if it is in my 
|M>wer to remove it — Hark !'*-; 

** It is the signal of our freedom/' replied 
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* . 

Ursula, giting attrition to something resem* 
bling the •wlioop of the vighJt owL ** We nmst 
prepare to leave the oonyent in a few niiiiiites* 
Have you aay thing to take witb you ?* 
• ^^ Nothing," answ^ed the Lady of Berkely, 
^' except Ae few valuables, which I scarce know 
why^ I brought witi ae on my flight hither. 
This scroll, which I shall leave behind, gives my 
&idifial minstrel permission to saive himself, by 
iconfessii^ to Sir John de Walton who the person 
really is whom he has had within his reach/' 

<< It is strange," said the novice of Saint Bride, 

^^ through what extraordinary labyrinths this 

Love, diis Will-of-the- Wisp, guides his votaries. 

Take heed a» you descend ; this trapdoor, care^ 

fidly concealed, curiously jointed and oiled, leads 

to a secret postern, where I conceive the horses 

•already wait, which will enable us speedily to 

'bid adieu to Saint Bride's — Heaven's blessing on 

^her, and on her convent ! We can have no ad- 

•vantage from any light, until we are in the open 



au-." 



During this time, sister Ursula, to give her 
for the last time her conventual name, exchanged 



160 CA8IXS I>AK6XB0U6# 

Ler stole, or loose upper gparmenty for the more 
succinct cloak Ibid hood of a horsemaiu She led 
the way through divers passages, studiously com- 
plicated, until the Lady of Berkely, with throb- 
bing heart, stood in the pale and doubtful moon- 
%ht, which was shining with grey uncertainty 
upon the walls of the ancient building. The 
imitation of an owlet's cry directed them to a 
neighbouring large elm, and on approaching it» 
they were aware of three horses, held by one, 
concerning whom they could only see that he 
was tall, strong, and accoutred in the dress of a 
man-at-arms* 

" The sooner,'* he said, " we are gone from 
this place. Lady Margaret, it Js so much the 
better* You have only to direct the course which 
we shall hold." 

Lady Margaret's answer was given beneath 
Iier breath ; and replied to with a caution from 
the guide to ride slowly and silently for the first 
quarter of an hour, by which time inhabited places 
would be left at a distance. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Great was the astonishment of the young 
Knight of Valence and the reverend Father Je-» 
Tome, when, upon breaking into the cell, they 
discovered the youthful pilgrim's absence ; and, 
from the garments which were left^ saw every 
t^ason to think that the one*eyed novice, sister 
Ursula, had accompanied him in his escape from 
custody. A thousand thoughts thronged upon Sir 
Aymer, how shamefully he had suffered himself 
to be outwitted by the artifices of a boy and of a 
novice. His reverend companion in error felt no 
less contrition for having recommended to the 
knight a mild exercise ot his authority* Father 
Jerome had obtained his preferment as abbot upon 
the £Euth of his zeal for the cause of the English 
monarch, with the affected interest in which he 
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was at a loss to reconcile his proceedings of the 
last night A hurried enquiry took' place, from 
which little could be learned, save that the young 
pilgrim had most certainly gone off with the Lady 
Margaret de Hautlieu, an incident at which the 
females of the convent e?:pre8sed surprise, min- 
gled with a great deal of horror ; while that of 
the males, whom the news soon reached, was 
qualified with a degree of wonder, which seemed 
to be founded upon the very different personal 
sppeaxance of the two fugitives. 
, ^ Sacred Virgin," said a nun, ^' who could hair«> 
conceived the hopeful votaxesa, sister Ursula^ so 
lately drowned in tears for her father's unttrndf 
fiite, capable of eloping with a young boy, seacce 
fourteen years old ?' 

<« And, holy Saint Bride," said the Abbol Jor 
vome, ^^ what could have made so handsome M 
young man lend his arm to assist such a«nigldi« 
mare as sister Ursula in the commisMCOH of m 
great an . enormity ? Certainly he can neithcf 
plead temptation nor seductiao, but must liave 
gone, as the worldly {^urase is, — to the devil wilb 
a diahdout.'' 
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<* I must disperse the soldieni to piinue the 
iiigitives^'' said De Valence^ *< unless this letter^ 
which the pilgrim must have left behind Mm^ 
shall contain some explanation respecting eur 
mysterioiis prisoner." 

After viewing the contents with some sur- 
prise, he read aloud, — ^^ The unders^ed, late 
residing in the house of Saint Bride^ do you, 
Father Jerome, die abbot of said house, to knows 
that finding you were disposed to treat me as a 
prisoner and a spy, in the sanctuary to which you 
liad received me as a distressed person, I have 
resolved to use my natural Uberty, with which 
you liave no right to interfere, and therefore 
have withdrawnmyself from your abbacy* More* 
over, finding that the novice called in your con- 
vent sister Ursula (who hath, by monastic rule 
and discipline, a fair tide to return to the world 
unlesa she is pleased, after a year's noviciate, to 
profess herself sister of your order,) is determir 
ned to use such privilege, I joyfully take the 
opportunity of her company in this her lawful 
resolution, as being what is in conformity to the 
law of God, and the precepts of Saint Bride, 
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which give you no authority to detain any per* 
son jn your convent by force» who hath not taken 
upon her irrevocably the vows of the order. 

^* To you, Sir John de Walton, and Sir Aymei* 
de Valence, knights of England, commandii^ 
the garrison of Douglas Dale, I have only to say, 
that you have acted and are actins: aindnst me 
under a „y.tery. lie »lutiou of IT^ com- 
prehended in a secret known only to my fiiith- 
ful minstrel, Bertram of the many Lays, as whose 
son I have found it convenient to pass myself. 
But as I cannot at this time prevail upon mysel£ 
personally to discover a secret which cannot well 
be unfolded without feelings of shame, I not 
only give permission to the said Bertram the 
minstrel, but I charge and command him, that he 
tell to you the purpose with which I came ori-* 
ginaUy to the Castle of Douglas* When this is 
discovered, it will only remain to express my 
feelings towards the two knights, in return for 
the pain and agony of mind which their violence 
and threats of further severities have occasioned 
me. 

" And first, respecting Sir Aymer de Var 
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lence^ I fireely and willingly forgive him for 
laving been involved in a mistake to which I 
myself led the way, and I shall at all times be 
-^ppy to meet with him as an acquaintance^ 
4md never to think farther of his part in these 
few days' history, saving as matter of mirth and 
ridicule. 

^ ** But respecting Sir John de Walton, I must 
xequest of him to consider whether his conduct 
towards me, standing as we at present do towards 
each other, is such as he himself ought to forget, 
-or I ought to forgive; and I trust he will under- 
jstand me when I tell him, that all former con- 
nexions must henceforth be at an end between 
him and the supposed 

** Augustine/* 

<< This is madness," said the abbot, when he 
had read the letter, — " very Midsummer mad- 
ness ; not tmfrequently an accompaniment of this 
pestilential disease, and I should do well in 
requiring of those soldiers who shall first ap<> 
prehend this youth Augustine^ that they reduce 
his victuals immediately to water and bread. 
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taking care that the diet do not ^ezeeed in inea^^ 
iure ^at is necessary to sustain nature ; nay, I 
riiocdd be warranted by liie learned, did I re^ 
eommend a sufficient intermixture of flagellar 
tioii witb belts, stirmp-ieatliers, or tnrcmgle^ 
and feiliog those, with riding-wbips, switches 
and the like." : 

** Hush I my Teterend faAer,'' said De Ta* 
lence, ^^ a liglit begins to break in upon nsei 
John de Walton, if my suspicion be true, wouU 
sooner expose his own flesh to be hewn from hii 
bones, than have this Augustine's finger stung 
by a gnat. Instead of treating this youth as a 
madmsui, I, for my own part, will be eoatented 
to avow that I myself have been bewitdied and 
fasbinated ; and hf my honour, if I send out my 
attendants in quest of the fugitives, it shall be 
with the strict charge, that, when apprehended, 
they treat them witli all req)ect, and protect 
them, if they object to return to this house, to 
any honourable place of refuge which they may 
desire.'* 

<^ I hope," said the abbot, looking straj^ely^ 
confused, << I shall be first hewd in behiOf of the 



^duivch eoncendiig Aas «Adr of w ibdoctoi 
Aim? You Me youndf^ SSr Kjiig^t, that ddi 
Mftpegroce of ^.minstrel avovches neitller re^ 
lieoftuioe nor eontritioii at bos dbare in a laaitter 
-ao flagitioufl." 

^ Yoa aball be seciued an opportunity of bein|^ 

iully heard/' replied die kniglit, *^ if you shall 

:fiiid at last tl^t yoa really desire one. Mem*> 

time, I must back, without a momenf^s delay, to 

inform Sir John de Walton of the turn which af- 

.fairs have taken. IWewell, reverend &ther* By 

my honour, we may wish each other joy that w^ 

liave escaped from a troublesome charge, which 

'brought as much terror with it as the phantoms 

*0f a'fearful dream, and is yet found capable of be^ 

tag dispelled by a cure as simple as that of awa«- 

kening the sleeper. But, by Saint Bride ! both 

churchman and layman are bound to sympathise 

with the unfortunate £Sr John de Walton. I tdl 

Ihee, father, that if this letter" — touching the 

tnisinve with his finger — << is to be construed 

literally, so £ir as respects him, he is the man 

most to be pitied betwixt Ae brink of Solway 

and the place where we now stand. Suspend thy 
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curiosity, most worthy churcbmaiiy lest tibere 
should be more in this matter than I myself see ; 
so that, while thinking that I have lighted on the 
true explanation, I may not have to acknowledge 
that I have been again leading you into error.-— 
Sound to horse there ! Ho !" he called out from 
the window of the apartment; ^' and let the 
party I brought hither prepare to scour the woods 
on their return." 

<< By my faith !" said Father Jerome, *< I am 
right glad diat this young nut-cracker is going 
to leave me to my own meditation. I hate when a 
young person pretends to undenitand whatever 
passes, while his .betters are obliged to confess 
that it is all a mystery to them. Such an bi^ 
sumption is like that of the conceited fool, sist^- 
Ursula, who pretended to read with a single 
eye a manuscript, which I myself could not find> 
intelligible with the assistance of my spectacles.'* 

This might not have quite pleased the yoxOig 
knight, nor was it one of those truths which the 
abbot would have chosen to deliver in his hearing* 
But the knight had shaken him by the hand, said 
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adieu, and was already at Hazelside issuing par* 
ticular orders to little troops of the archers and 
others, and occasionally chiding Thomas Dick- 
son, who, with a degree of curiosity which the 
Jkiglish knight was not very willing to excuse, 
^ad been endeavouring to get some account of 
the occurrences of the night. 

^^ Peace, fellow !" he said, <' and ndnd thine 
pwn business, being well assured that the hour 
:will come in which it will require all the atten- 
tion thou canst give, leaving others to take care 
of their own affairs." 

. ^^ If I am suspected of any thing," answered 
Did^on, in a tone rather dogged and surly than 
otherwise, *^ methinks it were but fidr to let me 
know what accusation is brought against me. I 
need not tell you that chivalry prescribes that a 
knight should not attack an enemy undefied." 

^^ When -you are a knight," answered Sir 
Aymer -de Valerfce, " it will be time enough 
for me tb reckon with you upon the points of 
form due to you by the laws of chivalry. Mean- 
while, you had best let me know what share jrou 
have had in playing off the martial phantom which 

VOL. IV. H 
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soimded the rebellioiis slogan of Douglas in iks 
town of that name?" 

<' I know nothing of what you speak," answer- 
ed the goodman of Hazelside. 

'' See then," said the knight, <^ that you de 
not engage yourself in the affiurs of other people, 
even if your conscience warrants that you ar« 
in no danger from your own." 

So saying, he rode off, not waiting any answer* 
The ideas which filled his head were to the fol- 
lowing purpose. 

^^ I know not how it is. but one mist seems 
no sooner to clear away, than we find ourselves 
engaged in another. I take it for granted, that 
the disguised damsel is no other than the goddess 
of Walton's private idolatry, who has cost him 
and me so much trouble, and some certain degree 
of misunderstanding during these last weeks. 
By my honour ! this fedr lady is right lavish in 
the pardon which she has so frankly bestowed 
upon me, and if she is willing to be less com- 
plaisant to Sir John de Walton, why then — And 
what then ? — It surely does not infer that she 
would receive me into that place in her affection^ 
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from which she has just expelled De Walton ? 
Nor, if she did, cotdd I avail myself of a change 
in favour of myself, at the expense of my friend 
and companion in arms* It were a folly even to 
dream of a thing so improbable. But with respect 
to the other business, it is worth serious consi* 
deration. Yon sexton seems to have kept com- 
pany with dead bodies, until he is unfit for the 
society of the living ; and as to that Dickson of 
Hazelside, as they call him, there is no attempt 
against the English during these endless warsr in 
which that man has not been concerned; had 
my Hfe depended npon it, I could not have pte* 
vented myself from intimating my suspid^ns of 
bim, let him take it as he lists.'* 

So saying, the knight spurred his horse, and 
arriving at Douglas Castle without further ad- 
venture, demanded, in a tone of greater cordiality 
than he had of late used, whether he could be 
admitted to Sir John de Walton, having some- 
thing of consequence to report to him. He wag 
Immediately ushered into an apartment, in whiek 
the governor was seated at his solitary breakfast. 
Considering the terms upon which they had 
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lately stood, the governor of Douglas Dale wa$ 
somewliat surprised at the easy familiarity with 
which De Valence now approached him. 

^* Some uncommon news,'' said Sbr Jolin,' 
rather gravely, ^^ have brought me the honour 
of Sir Aymer de Valence's company/' 

<^ It is," answered Sir Aymer, ^^ what seems 
of higli importance to your interest. Sir John 
de Vt^alton, and therefore I were to blame if I 
lost a moment in communicatmg it" 

<< I shall be proud to profit by your intelli- 
gence," said Sir John de Walton* 

<< And I too," said the young knight, ^* am 
loath to lose the credit of having penetrated a 
mystery which blinded Sir John de Walton* At 
the same time, I do not wish to be thought 
capable of jesting with you, which might be the 
case, were I, from misapprehension, to give a 
&]jse key to this matter. With your permis* 
sion, then, we will proceed thus: We go to« 
gether to the place of Bertram the minstrel's 
confinement I have in my possession a scroll 
from the young person who was intrusted to the 
care of the Abbot Jerome; it is written in a de^ 
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licate female hand, and gives authority to the 
minstrel to declare the purpose which brought 
them to this vale of Douglas/' ' 
- << It must be as you say," said Sir John de 
Walton, <^ although I can scarce see occasion for 
adding so much form to a mystery which can be 
expressed in such small compass.'' 
• Accordingly the two knights, a warder lead- 
ing the way, proceeded to the dungeon to which 
the minstrel had been removed. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

• The doors of ihe strongliold being imdone, 
displayed a dungeon such as in those days held 
victims hopeless of escape, but in which the ixk*^ 
genious knave of modem times would scarcely 
have deigned to remain many hours. The huge 
rings by which the fetters were soldered together, 
and attached to the human body, were, when 
examined minutely, found to be clenched to- 
gether by riveting so very thin, that when 
rubbed with Corrosive acid, or patiently ground 
with a bit of sandstone, the hold of the fet« 
ters upon each other might be easily forced 
asunder, and the purpose of them entirely frus- 
trated. The locks also,* large, and apparendy 
very strong, were so coarsely inade, that an 
artist of small ingenuity could easily contrive to 
get the better of their festenings upon the same 
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prind^le* The daylight found its way to tht 
subterranean dungeon only at noon, and through 
a passage which was purposely made tortuous, so 
as to exclude the rays of the sun, while it pre- 
sented no obstacle to wind or rain. The doop 
trine that a prisoner was to be esteemed inno^* 
cent imtil he should be found guilty by his peers^ 
was not understood in those days of brute force, 
and he was only accommodated with a lamp or 
other alleyiation of his misery, if his demeanour 
was quiet, and he appeared disposed to give his 
jailer no trouble by attempting to make his escape 
Such a cell of confinement was that of Bertram, 
whose moderation of temper and patience had 
nevertheless procured for him such mitigations 
of his £Eite as the warder could grant He was 
pennitted to carry into his cell the old book, ta 
the perusal of which he found an amusement of 
hisL solitude, together with writing materials, and 
such other helps towards spending his time as 
were consistent witli his abode in the bosom of 
the rock» and the degree of information with 
which his minstrel craft had possessed him* He 
raised his head from the table as the knights en- 
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tered, while the goyernor observed to the young 
Jcnight : — 

*• As you seem to think yourself possessed of 
the secret of this prisoner, I leave it to you, Sir 
Ayxner de Valence, to bring it to light in the 
manner which you shall judge most expedient. 
If the man or his son have suffered unnecessary 
hardship, it shall be my duty to make amends — - 
which, I suppose, can be no very important 
matter." 

Bertram looked up, and fixed his ^yes full 
upon the governor, but read notliing in his 
looks which indicated his being better acquaint- 
ed than before with the secret of hfs imprison- 
ment. Yet, upon turning his eye towards Sir 
Aymer, his countenance evidently lighted up, 
and the glance which passed between them was 
<Hie of intelligence.' 

*« You have my secret then," said he, " and 
you know who it is that passes under the name 
of Augustine ?' 

Sir Aymer exchanged with him a look of 
acquiescence ; while the eyes of the governor, 
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glandng wildly from the prisoner to the knight 
of Valence, exclaimed, — 

*^ Sir Aymer de Valence, as you are belted 
knight and Christian man, as you have honour 
to preserve on earth, and a soul to rescue after 
death, I charge you to tell me the meaning of 
this mystery ! It may be that you conceive^ 
with truth, that you have subject of complaint 
against yne ; — If so, I will satisfy you as a knight 
may." 

The q^strel spoke at the same moment. 

** I charge this knight," he said, " by his vow 
of chivalry, that he do not divulge any secret be- 
longing to a person of honour and of character^; 
unless he has positive assurance that it is done 
entirely by that person's own consent*" 

^VLet this note remove your scruples," said 
Sir Aymer, putting the scroll into the hands of 
the minstrel; ^< and for you, Sir John de Wal-> 
ton, far from retaining the least feeling of any 
misunderstanding which may have existed be- 
tween us, I am disposed entirely to bury it in 
forgetfulness, as having arisen out of a series of 
mistakes which no mortal could have pompre* 

h2 
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hended. And do not be offended, my dear Sir 
John, when I protest, on my knightly £uith, that 
I pity the pain which I think lliis scroll is likely 
to give you, and that if my utmost efforts can 
be of the least service to you in unravelling tiiia 
tangled skein, I will contribute them with alb 
much earnestness as ever I did aught in my life* 
This fiuthful Aiinstrel will now see that he can 
have no difficulty in yielding up a secret, which 
I doubt not, but for the writing I have just put 
into his hands, he would have continued tb keep 
with unshaken fidelity.'' 

Sir Aymer now placed in De Walton's hancl 
a note, in which he had, ere he left Saint Bride's 
convent, signified his own interpretation of the 
mystery ; and the governor had scarcely read the 
iiamef it contained, before the same name was 
pronounced aloud by Bertram, who, at the same 
moment, handed to the governor the scroll whidi 
he had received from the knight of Valence. 

The white plume which floated over the 
knight's cap of maintenance, which was worn 
as a headpiece within doors, was not more pale 
in complexion than was the knight himself at 
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^ unexpected and mirprisiiig informadcNi) that 
die lady who was^ in chivalrous phrase, emprest 
of his thoughts, and commander of his actions^ 
and to whom, even in less £Eaitastic times, he 
must have owed the deepest gratitude for the 
generous election which she had made in his 
&rour, was the same person whom he had 
threatened with personal violence, and subject^ 
ed to hardships and affronts which he would not 
willingly have bestowed even upon the meaneal 
of her sex. 

Yet Sir John de Walton seemed at first scarcelf 
'to comprehend the numerous ill consequences 
which might probably follow this unhappy com^ 
plication of mistakes. He took the paper from 
the minstreFs hand, and while his eye, assisted 
by the lamp, wandered over the characters withr 
out apparently their conveying any distinct imp 
pression to his understanding, De Valence eve» 
became alarmed that he was about to lose hk 
faculties. 

. " For Heaven's sake, sir," he said, " be a 
man, and support with manly steadiness these 
^unexpected occurrences— I would fain think they 
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will readi to notUng eke — whidi the mt of mw 
could not have prevented. This £ur lady, 1 
would fidn hope, cannot be mu^ hurt or deeply 
offended by a train of circumstances, the natural 
consequence of your anxiety to discharge per** 
fecdy a duty upon which must depend the ac^ 
complishment of all the hopes she had permitted 
you to entertaiu. In God's name, rouse up, sir ; 
let it not be said, that an apprehended frown of 
a fidr lady hath damped to such a degree the 
courage of the boldest knight in England ; . be 
what men have called you, * Walton the Un* 
warering;' in Heaveii's name, let us at least is^ee 
that the lady is indeed offended, before we con- 
etude that she is irreconcilably so. To whose 
&ttlt are we to ascribe the source of all these 
errors ? Surely, with all due respect, to the 
t»price of the lady herself, which has engendered 
«uch a nest of mistakes. Think of it as a man, 
and as a soldier. Suppose that you yourself, or 
I, desirous of proving the fidelity of our senti* 
nels, or for any other reason, good or bad, at- 
tempted to enter this Dangerous Castle of Dou- 
^B8 without giving the password to the warders. 



CASTLE DAKGfiROirSi l81 

^itNild we be entitled to blame those upon duty, 
i^ not knowing our persons, they manfully 
refilled lis entraiiice, made us prisoners, and mis- 
kaniiled us while resisting our attempt, in terms 
of the orders which we ourselves had imposed 
upon them ? What is there that makes a differ- 
ence between such a sentinel and yourself, John 
de Walton, in this curious affair, which, by 
Heaven ! would rather form a gay subject for the 
ininstrelsy of this excellent bard, tiian tiie thcfiiie 
of a tragic lay ? Copie ! look not thus. Sir John 
de Walton ; be angry, if you wiU, with the lady 
%^o has committed such a piece of folly, or with 
me who have rode up and down nearly all night 
on a fooPs errand, and spoiled my best horse, in 
absolute uncertainty how I shall get another till 
my unde of Pembroke and I shall be reconciled ; 
or, lastiy, if you desire to be totally absurd in 
your wrath, direct it against this worthy minstrel 
on adcount of his rare fidelity, and punish him 
for that for which he better deserves a chain of 
gold. Let passion out, if you will; but chase 
this desponding gloom from the brow of a man 
and a belted knight'' 
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r Sir John de Walton made an effort to ^petki 
and succeeded with scnne dHBculty. 

« Aymer de Valence," he said, « in iniiBl6Bg 
a Tnadman yon do but sport with your own life;*^ 
and then remained silent. 

<* I am glad you can say so much/' replied 
his friend; ^ for I was not jesting when I said 
I would rather that you were at variance with 
me, than that you laid the whole blame on your- 
self. It would be courteous, I think, to set this 
minstrel instantly at liberty. Meantime, for Ids 
lady's sake, I will entreat him, in all honour, t9 
be our guest till the Lady Augusta de Berkely 
shall do us the same honour, and to assist us in 
our search after her place of retirement. — Good 
minstrel," he continued, ** you hear what I sayy 
and you will not, I suppose, be surprised, that, 
in all honour and kind usage, you find your-' 
self detained for a short space in this Castle of 
Douglas?* 

" You seem. Sir Knight," replied the nnnstrely 
** not so much to keep your eye upon the right 
of doing what you should, as to possess the might 
of doing what you would. I must necessarily be 
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glided by your advice, smce you have tlue power 
to make it a command." 

'^ And I trust," continued De Valence, ^ that 
when your mistress and you again meet, we shall 
have the benefit of your intercession for any 
thing which we may have done to displeasure her, 
considering that the purpose of our action was 
exactly the reverse ?' 

<^ Let me," said Sir John de Walton, <^ say a 
single word. I will offer thee a chain of gold, 
heavy enough to bear down the weight of these 
shackles, as a sign of regret for having con* 
denmed thee to suffer so many indiplities." 
' ^^ Enough said. Sir John," said De Valence; 
^^ let us promise no more till this good minstrel 
shall see some sign of performance. Follow me 
this way, and I will tell thee in private of other 
tidings, which it is important that you should 

know." 

So saying, he withdrew De Walton from the 
dxmgeon, and sending for the old knight, Sir 
Philip de Montenay, already mentioned, who 
acted as seneschal of the castle, he commanded 
that the minstrel should be enlarged from the 
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doogeon, well looked to in other respects, yet 
prohibited, though with every mark of civility^ 
from leaving the castle without a trusty attendant. 

** And now, Sir John de Walton/' he said, 
*^ methinks you are a little churlish in not or- 
dering me some breakfast, after I have been all 
night engaged in your affairs ; and a cup of mus- 
cadel would, I think, be no bad induction to a 
full consideration of this perplexed matten'* 

<< Thou knowest," answered De Walton, 
<^ that thou mayst call for what thou wilt, provi- 
ded always thou tellest me, without loss of time, 
what else thou knowest respecting the will of 
the lady, against whom we have all sinned so 
grievously — and I, alas, beyond hope of for- 
giveness !" 

^^ Trust me, I hope," said the Knight of Va- 
lence, " the good lady bears me no malice, as 
indeed she has expressly renounced any ill-will 
against me. The words, you see, are as plain 
as you yourself may read — * The lady pardons^ 
poor Aymer de Valence, and willingly, for ha- 
ving been involved in a mistake, to which she 
herself led the way ,• she herself will at all tipies 
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be Iiappy to meet with him as an acquaintahee, 
and never to think farther of these few days' his- 
tory, e:zeept as matter of mirth and ridicule.* So 
it is expressly written and set down." 

** Yes," replied Sir John de Walton, " but see 
you not that her offending lover is expressly 
excluded from the amnesty granted to the leisser 
offender ? Mark you not the conclucUng para- 
g^raph ?' He took the scroll with a trembling hand, 
and read with a discomposed voice its closing 
words. ^^ It is even so ; ' All former connexion 
must henceforth be at an end between him and 
the supposed Augustine.' Explain to me how 
the reading of these words is reconcilable to any 
thing but their plain sense of coqdemnation and 
forfeiture of contract, implying destruction of 
the hopes of Sir John de Walton ?" 
* <^ You are somewhat an older man than I, 
Sir Knight," answered De Valence, ^^ and, I 
will grant, by far the wiser and more experienced; 
yet I will uphold that there is no adopting the 
interpretation which you seem to have affixed in 
your mind to this letter, without supposing the 
preliminary, that the fair writer was distracted 
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in her. uBdergtandingv — nay, never star^ looK 
wildly, or lay your hand on your sword, I do 
not affirm this is the case. I say again, that no 
woman in her senses wonld have pardoned a 
common, acquamtance, for his behaving to her 
with nnintention^ disrespect and nnkiildness^ 
during the currency of a certain masquerade^ 
end, at the same time, sternly and irrevocably 
broke off with the lover to whom her troth was 
plighted, although his error in joining in the 
offence was neither grosser nor more protracted 
flian that of the person indifferent to her love/^ 
' ^^ Do not blaspheme," said Sir John de Wat* 
ton ; *' and forgive me, if, in justice to truth and 
to the angel whom I fear I have forfeited for 
ever, I point out to you the difference which 4 
maiden of dignity and of feeling must mako 
between an offence towards her, committed by 
an ordinary acquaintance, and on^ of precisely 
the same kind, offered by a person who is bound 
by the most undeserved preference, by the most 
generous benefits, and by every thing which can 
bind human feeling, to think and reflect ere h<r 
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1>ecoxnes an actor in any case in which it is pos- 
sible for her to be concerned." 

** Now, by mine honour/' said Aymer de Var 
lence, '^ I am glad to hear thee make some 
attempt at reason, although it is but an unrea- 
sonable kind of reason too, since its object is to 
destroy thine own hopes, and argue away thine 
own chance of h^ippiness ; but if I have, in the 
progress of this affair, borne me sometimes to* 
wards thee, as to give not only the governor, but 
even the friend, some cause of displeasure, I 
will make it up to thee now, John de Waltoii, 
by trying to convince thee in spite of thine own 
perverse logic. But &ere comes the muscadel 
and the breakfast f wilt thou take some refresh- 
ment? — or shall we go on without the spirit of 
muscadel ?'' 

" For Heaven's sake,'' replied De Walton, 
^* do as thou wilt, so thou make me clear of thy 
well intended babble." 

** Nay, thou shalt not brawl me out of my 
powers of argument," said de Valence, laughing, 
and helping himself to -a brimming cup of wine ; 

if thou acknowledgest thyself conquered, I am 
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contented to give the victory to the inspiring 
strength of the jovial liquor/' 

^^ Do as thou listest," said De Walton, 
^^ but make an end of an argument which thou 
€»nst not comprehend/' 

*^ I deny thy charge,'' answered the younger 
knight, wiping his lips, after having finished his 
draught ; *<and Ibten, Walton the Warlike, to a 
chapter in the history of women, in which thou 
art more unskilled than I would wish thee to be. 
Thou canst not deny that, be it right or wrong, 
thy Lady Augusta hath ventured more forward 
with you than is usual upon the sea of affection ; 
she boldly made thee her choice, while thou wert 
as yet known to her oiily as a flower of English 
chivalry, — ^faith, and I respect her for her frank- 
ness — ^but it was a choice, which the more cold 
of her own sex might perhaps claim occasion to 
term rash and precipitate.— Nay, be not, I pray 
thee, offended — I am far from thinking or saying 
so ; on the contrary, I will uphold with my lance, 
her selection of John de Walton against the 
mimons of a court, to be a wise and generous 
choice, and her own behaviour as alike c^did 
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and noble. But she herself is not unlikely to 
dread unjust misconstruction ; a fear of which 
may not improbably induce her, upon any occa- 
sion, to seize some opportunity of showing an 
unwonted and unusual rigour towards her lover, 
ID order to balance her having extended towards 
himi in the beginning of their intercourse, some- 
what of an unusual degree of frank encourage^ 
lAent* Nay, it might be easy for her lover so far 
to take part against himself, by arguing as thou 
dost when out of thy senses, as to make it difficult 
for her to withdraw from an argument which he 
himself was foolish enough to strengthen ; and 
thus, like a maiden too soon taken at her first 
nay-say, she shall perhaps be allowed no oppor- 
tunity of bearing herself according to her real 
feelings, or retracting a sentence issued with 
consent of the party whose hopes it destroys." 

" I have heard thee, De Valence," answered 
the governor of Douglas Dale ; " nor is it diffi- 
cult for me to admit, that these thy lessons may 
serve as a chart to many a female heart, but no^ 
to that of Augusta de Berkely. By my life, I 
say I would much sooner bet deprived of the 
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merit of those few deeds of elu?alry which thou 
sayest have procured for me such enviable dis^ 
tinction, than I would act upon them with the 
insolence, as if I said that my place in the lady's 
bosom was too firmly fixed to be shaken even by 
the success of a worthier man, or by my own 
gross fiOlure, in respect to the object of my attach- 
ment. No, herself alone shall h%ye power to 
persuade me that even goodness equal to that of 
an interceding saint, will restore me to the place 
in her affections which I have most unworthily 
forfeited, by a stupidity only to be compared to 
that of brutes*'' 

^* If you are so minded," said Aymer de 
Valence, " I have only one word more — ^for- 
give me if I speak it peremptorily — ^the lady, as 
you say, and say truly, must be the final arbi« 
tress in this question. My arguments do not 
extend to insisting that you should claim her 
hand, whether she herself will or no; but to 
learn her determination, it is necessary that you 
Aould find out where she is, of which I am un- 
fortunately not able to inform you." 

*^ How! what mean you !"^ exclaimed the 
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governor, who now only began to comprehend 
the extent of his misfortune; ^^^ whither hath 
ihe fled? or with whom?' 

<< She is fled, for what I know/' said De Va- 
lence, '* in search of a more enterprising lorer 
than one who is so willing to interpret every air 
of frost as a hilling blight to his hopes ; perhaps 
she seeks th^ Black Doaglas, or some such hero 
of the Thistle, to reward with her lands, and 
lordships, and beauty, those virtues of enterprise 
«nd courage of which John de Walton was at 
one time thought possessed. But, seriously^ 
events are passing around us of strange import. 
I saw enough last night, on my way to Saint 
Bride's, to make me suspicious of every one* I 
sent to you as a prisoner the old sexton of the 
ehurch of Douglas. I found him contumacious 
as to some enquiries which I thought it proper 
to prosecute ; but of this more at another time* 
The escape of this lady adds greatly to the diffi* 
culties which encircle this devoted castle." 

" Aymer de Valence," replied tie Walton, in 
a solemn and animated tone, *^ Douglas Castle 
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shall be defended, as we have hitherto been able, 
widi the aid of Heaven, to spread from its battle-* 
ments the broad banner of St George. Come of 
me what list during my life, I ^U die the faithful 
lover of Augusta de Berkely, even although I 
no longer live as her chosen knight. There are 
cloisters and hermitages'* 

" Ay, marry are there,'* replied Sir Aymer; 
« and girdles of hemp, moreover, and beads of 
oak ; but all these we omit in our reckonings, tiU 
we discover where the Lady Augusta is, and 
what she purposes to do in this matter." 

" You say well," replied De Walton ; " let us 
hold counsel together by what means we shall, 
if possible, discover the lady's too hasty retreat, 
by which she has done me great wrong ; I mean 
if she supposed her commands would not have 
been fully obeyed, had she honoured with them 
the governor of Douglas Dale, or any who are 
under his command." 

*' Now,*' replied Valence, ** you again speak 
like a true son of chivalry. With your per- 
mission, I would summon this minstrel to our 
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presence. His fidelity to Us mistress lias been 
remarkable ; and, as matters stand now, we must 
take instant measures for tracing the place of her 
retreat,*' 
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CHAPTER VII. 



The way is long, my cluldren* long and rough — 
The moors are dreary, and the woods axe dark; 
But he that creeps from cradle on to grave, 
Unskilled save in the velvet course of fortiuie, 
Hath missed the discipline of nohle hearts. 

Old Play. 



It was yet early in the day, when, after the 
Governor and De Valence had again summon- 
ed Bertram to their councils, the garrison of 
Douglas was mustered, and a number of small 
parties, in addition to those already dispatched 
by De Valence from Hazelside, were sent out 
to scour the woods in pursuit of the fhgitiveSy 
with strict injunctions to treat them, if over* 
taken, with the utmost respect, and to obey 
their commands, keeping an eye, however, on 
the place where 4hey might take refuge. To 
fecilitate this result, sons who were mftp of db- 



ceetioD were intrtisted with t£«r aecre tnrha the 
•apposed pilgrim and ibe fagitire mm really 
were. The whole ground, whether forest <xr 
■HXiriaDdy whhiii manj^itiiles of Dougta^ Castle^ 
was eo^rered and trayeraed by parties, whose 
madetf to detect the ft^itires wa^r equal to the 
lewazd for their safe recovery, Hbendly offered hf 
De Walton and De Vaknce. They spared not, 
meantime, to make such enquiries in aH di^ee- 
tions a&waght bring to light any raaehiimtioiis ol 
tiie Scottish insurgents which might be on foot 
in these wild districts, of which, as we haire said 
before, De Valenee, in partieolar, entertained 
rtrongr «»pidoiw. Their ixwtructbn. wete, i« 
case of finding such, to proceed agaiwt the 
peisons engaged, by' arrest aaid odnerwise, in 
the most rigerous manner, suc^ as had been 
commanded by De Waltofi limseif at tibe tane 
when tbe Black Dougias^ and hk acecmiplieer 
had been the pcineipai objects of Ids' wakeful 
suspicions. These various detachments had 
greatly reduced t&e strength of t&e garrison ; 
yet, althoagk nnm^rousy afer^ %»)& dispateh^d m 
erery direetioiiy^ tkey had net the fertue eidker 
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to &U on the tiace of the Lady of Berkely, or i» 
encounter any party whatever of the insurgent 
Scottish. 

Meantime our fugidves had, as we have seen» 
set out from the convent of Saint Bride under the 
guidance of a cavalier, of whom the Lady Au-t 
gusta knew nothing save that he was to guide 
their steps in a direction where they would not 
be exposed to the risk of being overtaken. At 
lengtli Margaret de Hautlieu herself spoke upon 
the subject. 

'< Youhave made no enquiry,** she said, "Lady 
AiJfpista, whither you are travelling, or under 
whose charge, although methinks it should much 
concern you to know." 

^^ Is it n6t enough for me to be aware,'* an- 
swered Lady Augusta, *< that I am travelling, 
kind sister, under the protection of one to whom, 
you yourself trust as to a firiend ; and why need 

I be anxious for any fiurther assurance of my 
safety?* 

*< Simply,*» said Margaret de Hautlieu, «« be- 
cause the persons with whom, from national as 
weU as personal circumstances, I stand connectrr 
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led, are perhaps not exactly the protectors to 
Jirhom you, lady, can with such perfect safety 
Intrust yourself/* 

*^ In. what sense/' said the Lady Augusta, 
** do you use these words ?" 
V « Because,'^ replied Margaret de HautUeu, 
^^ the Bruce, the Douglas, Malcolm Fleming, and 
others of that party, although they are incapable 
Df abusing such an advantage to any dishonour- 
able purpose, might nevertheless, under a strong 
temptation, consider you as an hostage thrown 
into their hands by Providence, through whom 
they might meditate the possibility of gaining 
some benefit to their dispersed and diBpirited 
party.** 

** They might make me," answered the Lady 
Augusta, ^^ the subject of such a treaty, when I 
was dead, but, believe me, never while I drew 
vital breath. Believe me also that, with what- 
ever pain^ shame, or agony, I w^uld again deli- 
ver myself up to the power of De Walton, yes, 
I would rather put myself in his hands — What 
do I say ? hh I — I would rather surrender myself 
tortile meanest archer of my native country, than 
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comiiae widi ite fotB to work nmdaiet to meirf 
Engivid — my own Englmd — thatcoiuitrywiiiell 
is the envy of every other country, and die prUt 
^ all 11^0 4»0L term themselves her natiTeBl* 

'^ I thought that your dipiee mighit prove so/* 
odd Lady Margaret; ^^andsiiioe youhave honour* 
ad me with yomr confidence, gladly would I pro* 
vide lor yonr liberty by placing yon is neitfly ia 
the titnation which you yonmelf desire, as imypoor 
means have ike power of acoomplislung* In half 
an hour we shall be in danger <tf beisgiaken by 
the English pardies, which will be instsndy dis^ 
pemed in every direction in quest of us* Now 
take notice, lady, I knowa place in which I can 
take refuge with my friends and countrymen^ 
lliose gallant Scots, who have never even in liiis 
dishonoured age bent the knee to Baal. ForiJiclr 
honour, their nicety of honour, I could in other 
days have answered widi my own ; but of late, I 
am bound to tell you, they have been put to those 
trials by which the most generous affeedons may 
be soured, and driven to a spedes of frenzy, dte 
more wild that it is founded originally on the 
nobleafc Ceetiagv. A peis<m 'who feels faims^ 



Aepri^d of Iub natural birthriglit, denoonoedy 
exposed to eonfiseation and deadi, became lie 
MYOUckes flue rights of liis king, the cause of Us 
ccmntry, eeases on his part to be nice or predse 
in estimating the degree of retaliation whidi it 
38 lawful foor him to exercise in the requital of 
auch injuries; and, believe me, bitterly should I 
Jbment haviii^ guided you into a situa&m whidi 
you might consider afflicting or degradiiig/' 

^* In a word, then,'* said the English bdy^ 
^^ what is it you apprehend I am like to suffer at 
the hands of your friends, whom I must be ezeo^ 
. oed for terming rebels ?' 

^* If/' said die sister Ursula, ^ ymtr MenAft^ 
whom I should term oppressors and tyrantSf take 
our land and our lires, seize our castles and con- 
£scate our pr<^^ty, you must confess, that the 
rough laws of war indulge mine with the privilege 
of retaliation. Thex^e. can be no fear, that such 
men, under any cireumstanooff^ would ever ex- 
ercise cruelty or insult upon a lady of your raok^ 
but it is another thing to calculate that they will 
abstain from such means of extorting «iv8ii- 
iage from your captivity as are common in war-^ 
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fare. You would not, I think, wish to be delr* 
rered up to the English, on consideration of Sit 
John de Walton surrendering the Castle of Dou- 
glas to its natural lord; yet, were you in the 
hands of the Bruce or Douglas, although I can 
answer for your being treated with all the respect 
which they hare the means of showing, yet I 
own, their putting you at such a ransom might 
be by no means unlikely." 

** I would sooner die," said the Lady Berkely, 
*^ than have my name mixed up in a treaty is6 
-disgraceful; and De Walton's reply to it would, I 
am certain, be to strike the head from: the mes^ 
v^ienger, aiid throw it from the highest tower of 
Dotiglas Castle." 

** Where then, lady, would you now go,** 
said sister Ursula, " were the choice in your 
power ?* 

" To my own castle," answered Lady Augusta, 
*' wher^, if nece3sary, I could be defended even 
agaiiist the king himself, until I could place at 
least my person under the protection of the 
Church." 

«< In that case," replied Margaret de Hautlieu, ^ 




7^^ 
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^ my {>ower of rendering you assistance is only 
precarious, yet it comprehends a choice which I 
will willingly submit to your decision, notwith- 
standing I thereby subject the secrets of my 
friends to some risk of being discovered and 
frustrated. But the confidence which you have 
placed in me, imposes on me the necessity of 
committing to you a like trust. It rests with you, 
whether you will proceed with me to the secret 
rendezvous of the Douglas and his friends, which 
I may be blamed for making known, and there 
take your chance of the reception which you 
may encounter, since I cannot warrant you of any 
thing save honourable treatment, so far as your 
person is concerned ; or, if you should fliink this 
too hazardous, make the best of your way at 
once for the Border ; in which last case I will 
proceed as &r as I can with you towards the 

m 

English line, and then leave you to pursue your 
journey, and to obtain a guard and a conductor 
among your own countrymen. Meantime, it 
will be well for me if I escape being taken, since 
the abbot would not shrink at inflicting upon me 
the death due to an apostate nun.'' 
^ 12 



•-*.-.- 
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. ^ Sueh cruelty^ my sister, could hardly btf 
inflicted tqpon one who had nerer taken the 
religions vows, and who still, according to die 
lnws of the church, had a right to make a; 
choice between the world and the veil/' 

^ Sueh choice as they gave their gallant vie- 
tims,*' said Lady Margaret, ^< who have fallen 
into English hands during these mercUess wars^ 
^— «uch choice as they gave to Wallace, Ihe 
Champion of Scotland, — such as they gave to 
Hay, the gentle and the free, — to Sommerville, 
the flower of chivalry, — and to Athol, tlie blood 
lelalion of King Edward himself--all of ^whom 
were as much traitors, under whick Mme they 
were executed, as Margaret; AEK&auai«m is an 
apostate nun, and subject io the rule of the 
cloister/* 

She spoke with some eagjiemess, for ske felt 
as if the English lady imputed to her more cold*- 
ness tkm she was, in siich doubtful circunn 
stances, conscious of manifestiJig* 

<* And after all," she proceeded, *^ you, Lady 
Augusta de Berkely, what do you venture, if 
you run the risk of falling into die bands of 
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your lover ? Wliat dreadful risk do yoa inemr ? 
You need not, methinks, fear being immiiredl 
i^tween four walls, with a basket of bread and 
a cruise of water, whicb, were I seized, would b^ 
the only support allowed to me for the short 
3pace that my life would be prolonged* Nay, 
even were you to be betrayed to the rebel ScotB^ 
.as you call thenia a captivity among die hilb^ 
aweetened by the hope of deliverance, and rear 
dered tolerable by all the alleviations which the 
.drcumstances of your captors allowed them tlie 
means of supplying, were not, I think, a lot so 
.very hard to endure." 

^' Nevertheless," answered the Lady of Berke* 
4y, *< frightful enough it must have appeared to 
,me, since, to fly from such, I threw myself upon 

your guidance." 

" And whatever you think or suspect/' an- 
invered the novice, ^^ I am as true to you as ever 

was one maiden to another ; and as sure as ever 
.aster Ursula was true to her vows, although 

tiiey were never completed, so will I be faithful 

to your secret, even at the risk of betraying my 



own." 
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' <^ Hearken, lady f' she said, suddenly pausing} 
*< do you hear that ?* 

The sound to which she alluded was the same 
imitation of the cry of an owlet, which the lady 
had before heard under the walls of the Convent; 

^^ These sounds," said Margaret de Hautlieu^ 
'^ announce that one is near, more able than I 
am to direct us in this matter. I must go for-i^ 
ward and speak with him; and this man, out 
guide, will remain by you for a little space ; 
nor, when he quits your bridle, need you wait 
for any other sigrnal, but ride forward on the 
woodland path, and obey the advice and direct 
iions which will be given you." 

** Stay ! stay ! sister Ursula !" medthe Lady 
ide Berkely — ^^ abandon me not in this moment 
of uncertainty and distress !" 

<^ It must be, for the sake of both," returned 
Margaret de Hautlieu. << I also am in uncer-- 
tainty — I also am in distress — ^and patience and 
obedience are the only virtues which can save us 
both." 

So saying, she struck her horse with die 
tiding rod, and moving briskly forward, disap- 
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peated among the boughs of a tangled thicket. 
The Lady of Berkely would have followed her 
companion, but the cavalier who amended them 
laid a strong hand upon the bridle of her pal- 
frey, with a look which implied that he would 
not permit her to proceed in that direction* 
Terrified, therefore, though she could not ex- 
actly state a reason why, the Lady of Berkely 
remained with her 'eyes fixed upon the thicker 
instinctively, as it were, expecting to see a band 
^ English archers, or rugged Scottish insur- 
gents, issue from ite tangled skirts, and doubti 
ful which she should have most considered as 
the objects of her terror. In the distress of her 
vncertainty, she again attempted to move for- 
ward, but the stern check which her attendant 
again bestowed upon her bridle, proved suffi- 
ciently that in restraining her wishes, the stran- 
ger was not likely to spare the strength which he 
certainly possessed. At length, after some ten 
minutes had elapsed, the cavalier withdrew his 
hand from her bridle, and pointing with hk 
kmce towards the thicket, through which there 
winded a narrow, scarce visible path, seemed to 
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SntiiQBfe to the lady that her road lay in that 
dixection, aad that he would no loiter prerent 
Jier followiqi it. 

. *< Do you not go with me?' said the lady^ 
Hrho baring been accustomed to ihb man's com** 
pany since they left the convent, had by degrees 
come to look upon him as a sort of protector* 
He^ however, gravely shook his head, as if to 
excuse cconplying with a request, whidi it was 
not in his power to grant; and turning his steed 
in a different direction, retired at a pace which 
Boon carried him from her sight. She had then 
pp alternative but to take the path of the thieketp 
which had been followed by Margaret de Haut» 
lien, nor did she pursue it long before coming in 
lught of a (lingular spectacle. 

The trees grew wider as the lady advanced, 
and when she entered the thicket, she perceived# 
that though hedged in as it were by an enclo- 
sure of copsewood, it was iu the interior alto* 
gether occupied by a few of the magnificent 
trees, such as seemed to have been the ancestors 
-of the forest, and which, though few in number, 
were sufficient to overshade all the unoccupied 
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ground, by tke great extent of their complicated 

brandies. Beneath one of these lay stretched 

something of a grey colour, which, as it drew 

itself together, exhibited the figure of a man 

sbeathed in armour, but strangely accoutred, and 

in a manner so bizarre, as to indicate some of the 

wild fancies peculiar to the knights of that period* 

His armour was ingeniously painted, so as to re* 

present a skeleton; the ribs being constituted 

by the corslet and its back-piece. The shieU 

represented an owl with its wings spread, a de» 

vice which was repeated upon the helmet, whidli 

appeared to be completely covered by an image 

of the same bird of ill omen. But that which 

was particularly calculated to excite surprise in 

the spectator, was the great height and thinness 

of the figure, which, as it arose from the ground, 

and placed itself in an erect posture, seemed 

rather to resemble an apparition in the act of 

extricating itself from the grave, than that of an 

ordinary man rising upon his feet. The horsey 

too, upon which the lady rode, started back, and 

snorted^ either at the sudden change of posture of 

this ghasdy specimen of chivalry, or disagreeaUy 
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affected by some odour which accompanied his 
presence. The lady herself manifested some 
alarm, for although she did not utterly believe, 
she was in the presence of a supernatural being, 
yet, among all the strange half-frantic disguises 
of chivalry, this was assuredly the most uncouth 
which she had ever seen ; and considering how 
often the knights of the period pushed their 
dreamy fancies to the borders of insanity, it 
seemed at best no very safe adventure to meet 
one accoutred in the emblems of the King of 
Terrors himself, alone, and in the midst of a wild 
forest Be the knight's character and purposes 
what they might, she resolved, however, to accost 
him in the language and manner observed in 
romances upon such occasions, in the hope even 
that if he were a madman, he might prove a 
peaceable one, and accessible to civility. 

^^ Sir Knight," she said, in as firm a tone as she 
could assume, ^' right sorry am I, if, by my hasty 
approach, I have disturbed your solitary medita- 
tions. My horse, sensible I think of the presence 
of yours, brought me hither, without my being 
aware whom or what I was to encounter.*' 
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,^' I am one/' answered the stranger, in a 
i»oIemn tone, ^^ whom few men seek to meet, 
tSl the time comes that they can avoid me no 
longer." 

** You speak, Sir Knight,** replied the Lady 
de Berkely, ** according to the dismal character 
of which it has pleased you to assume the dish 
tiiiction. May I appeal to one whose exterior 
is so formidable, for the purpose of requesting 
some directions to guide me through this wild 
wood ; as, for instance, what is the name of the 
nearest castle, town, or hostelry, and by what 
course I am best likely to reach such?** 

^^ It is a singular audacity," answered the 
Knight of the Tomb, ** that would enter into 
conversation with him who is termed the Inex- 
orable, the Unsparing, and the Pitiless, whom 
even the most miserable forbears to call to his 
assistance, lest his prayers should be too soon 
answered." 

<< Sir Knight,'* replied the Lady Augusta, 
^< the character which you have assumed, un- 
questionably for good reasons, dictates to you a 
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peculiar coune of speecli ; but althoii^k yout 
put 18 a aadone, it does not, I«lioiild sappoH^ 
jiender it neeenary for you to lefiiae those acto 
of civility to wUch you must have bound yoiiiV' 
aelf in taldng ike bigh vows of chivalry.^ 

*^ tf you will tmst to my gnidanoe," replied 
4lie giiastly figure, ^ there is only one eomfitioi 
vpoQ whidi I can grant you the informatiai 
whidi you require ; and tibat is, that you folknr 
my footsteps without any questions asked ns to 
libe tendency of our journey*'' 

^ I suppose I must submit to your eond^ 
tions,'' she answered, ^ if you are indeed pleased 
to take upon yourself the task of beii^ my guide. 
In my heart I eoneeive you to be one of themfr- 
ka|^y gentlemen of Scotland, who are now in 
mrms, as they say, for the defence of their liberties 
A rash nndertaking has brought me within the 
^here of your influence, and now the only 
&vour I have to request of you, against whom 
I never did, nor planned any evil, is the gui- 
dance whidli jrour knowledge of the country 
permits you easily to afford me in my way to the 
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fnnatiers of England. Believe that wliat I may 
see of youT liauiitB ot of your piaetioes, ftkaH be 
to me lUngg inTisible, as if tkey were actoally 
eonoealed by the sepuldire iteelf of &e king, of 
wh<mi it has pleased you to aMtme the attri- 
butes; and if a sum of money, ^lovgh to be the 
nmsom of a wealthy earl, will purehase isaA a 
favour at need, sudi a ransom wUl be frankly 
paid, and widi as much fidelity as ever it waa 
rendered by a prisoner to the knight by whom 
he was taken. Do not rejeet me, princely Bmee 
-*HEioble Douglas — if indeed it is to either of 
these that I address myself in diis my last extre* 
mity — men speak of bodi 98 fearful enemies, but 
^nerbus knights and fiiitbful friends. Let me 
entreat you to remember how mudk you wouM 
wish your own friends and connexions to meet 
with compassion, under similar cnrcumstaaoes, at 
the hands of the knights of England." 

«* And have they done bo?' replied the 
Knight, in a voice more gloomy Aan before ; 
^ or do you act wisely, while imploring the 
protection of one whom you believe to be a true 
Scottish knight, for no other reason than the 
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extreme and extravagant misery of his appear- 
ance; — ^is ity I say, well or wise to remind him 
of the mode in which the lords of England have 
treated the lovely maidens and the high-born 
dames of Scotland? Have not their prison 
cages been suspended from the battlements of 
castles, tiiat their captivity might be kept in 
view of every base burgher who should desire 
to look upon the miseries of the noblest peeresses, 
yea, eren the Queen of Scotland?* Is this a 
recollection which can inspire a Scottish knight 
vrith compassion towards an English lady ? or is 
it a thought which can do aught but swell the 
deeply sworn hatred of Edward Plantagenet, the 
author of these evils, that boils in every drop of 
Scottish blood which still feels the throb of life ? 
No; — ^it is all you can expect, if, cold and piti- 
less as the sepulchre I represent, I leave you 
unassisted in the helpless condition in which you 
describe yourself to be." 
^< You will not be so inhuman," replied the 

* The Queen of Robert tlie Brace, and the Countera of Bucfaan, 
by wbom, as one of Macduff's descent, he was crowned at Scone, 
were secured in the manner described. 
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lady ; ^< in dicing so, you must surrender every 
right to honest fame, which you have won either 
by sword or lance. You must surrender every 
pretence to that justice which affects the merit 
of supportmg the weak against the strong. You 
must make it your principle to avenge the wrongs 
and tyranny of Edward ' Plantagenet upon the 
dames and damosels of England, who have 
neither access to his councils, nor perhaps give 
him their approbation in his wars against Scot- 
land." 

<< It would not then," said the Knight of the 
Sepulchre, ^' induce you to depart from your 
request, should I teU you the evils to which you 
would subject yourself should we fall into the 
hands, of the English troops, and should they 
find you under such ill-omened protection as 
my own ?" 

" Be assured," said the lady, " the consider- 
ation of such an event does not in the least shake 
my resolution or desire of confiding in your pro- 
tection. You may probably know who I am, 
and may judge how fiur even Edward would hol4 
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hiamd£ CBtMed to exUmd panUtntesI towatfdi 



'^ Ho«r an 1 to knaw ycm,'' rejdiwcl tlM 
|^iaidyeavsber^^^ory«iiircix€iiinBtMie«s? Thef 
aittst becxtiaov&wrj indeed, if tkejr emM Ipm 
a check, eidier «€ justice or huiBsnity, vpcti Ae 
leTeogefid feelii^ «f Edward. AH wbo kneiir 
kim are weYL assared tbat it ier no ordsmury smh 
tive that will indiice kim todepartfrom tke iiuhil« 
genet eC kis eril temper* But be it as it may^ 
you, kdy, if a kuiy you be, throw yourself a^a 
bwrdea upon me, aad I must discharge myself 
ef ray tfust as Ibest may ; for this purpose yoa 
must be guided implieitly 1^ my directions^ 
which win be giren alter the feshisn &£ those 
of the spiritual world, being intimatSons, rather 
Aan detailed instruetionfl^ for your conduct, aB<{ 
expressed rather by commands than by any 
re£UM>n~or argument. In this way it is possible 
that I may be of service to you ; in any other 
case, it is most likely that I may fait you at need, 
and melt from your side like a phantom i^eh 
dreads the sqpproaeh of day/' 
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, ^ You cannot be so crael t" answered tke lady* 
<^ A gen^man, a knight, and a nobleman — and 
I persuade myadf I speak to all — ^halh duties 
whic^ be cannot abandon." 

^< He has, I grantit, and ^y are mostsacred 
to me/' answered the Spectral Knight ; ^^ but I 
have also duties whose obligations are doubly 
binding, and to which I must sacrifice those 
which would otherwise lead me to devote my- 
self to your rescue* The only question is, 
whether yon feel inclined to accept my protec- 
tion OQ the limited terms on which alone I 
can extend it, or whether you deem it belter 
that eadi go th^ own way, and limit them- 
selres to their own resources, and trust the rest 
to Providence ?' 

^^ Alas !** replied the lady, ^ beset and hard 
pressed as I am, to ask me to form a resolution 
for myself, is like calling on a wretch, in the act 
of falling from a precipice, to form a calm judg- 
ment by what twig he may best gain the chance 
of breaking his fall. His answer must neces- 



sarily be, that he will cling to that which he can 
easiest lay hold of, and trust the rest to Frovi* 
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dence. laccept therefore your offer of protection, 
in the modified way you are pleased to limit it^ 
and I put my faith in Heaven and in you. To 
aid me effectually, however, you must know my 
name and m^ circumstances." 

** All these," answered the Knight of the Sepul- 
chre, ** have already been told me, by your late 
companion; for deem not, young lady, that either 
beauty, rank, extended domakis, unlimited wealth, 
or the highest accomplishments, can weigh any 
thing in the consideration of him who wears the 
trappings of the tomb, and whose affections and 
desires are long buried in the charnel-house." 

^^ May your £gdth," said the^Lady Augusta de 
Berkely, <^ be as steady as your words appear 
severe, and I submit to your guidance, without 
the least doubt or fear that it will prove other- 
wise than as I venture to hope." 
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CHAPTER VIIL 



Like the dog following its master, when en« 
gftged in training him to the sport in which he 
desires he should excel, the Lady Augusta felt 
herself occasionally treated with a severity cal- 
culated to impress upon her the most implicit 
obedience and attention to the Knight of the 
Tomb, in whom she had speedily persuaded her- 
self she saw a principal man among the retainers 
of Douglas, if not James of Douglas himself* 
Still, however, the ideas which the lady had 
formed of the redoubted Douglas, were those of 
a knight highly accomplished in the duties of 
chivalry, devoted in particular to the service of 
the fair sex, and altogether unlike the personage 
with whom iBhe found herself so strangely united, 
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or rather for the present enthralled to. Never- 
theless, when, as if to abridge farther commu- 
nication, he turned short into one of the mazes 
of the wood, and seemed to adopt a pace, which, 
from the nature of the ground, the horse on which 
the Lady Augusta was mounted had difficulty to 
keep up with, she followed him with the alarm 
and speed of the young spaniel, which, from fear 
rather dian fondness, endeavours to keep up with 
the traek of its severe master. The simile, k is 
true, is not a very polite one, nor entirely beoo-> 
ming an age, when women were worshipped with 
Bt certain degree of devotion ; but such circum^ 
stances as the present were also rare, and the 
JjBtdy Augusta de Berkely could not but pern 
suade herself that the terrible cfaampioi^ whose 
name had been so long the theme of her anxiety,; 
^md the ti^Tor indeed of the whole Country,, 
might be able some way or other, to accompliahi 
her deliverance. She, therefore, exerted ber-^ 
self to the utmost so as to keep pace with the 
phantom-like apparition, and followed the knight, , 
as the evening shadow keeps watch upon the 
belated rustic 
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M the lady obviously safFered under the de* 
g^ee of exertion necessary to keep her palfrey 
from stumbling in these steep and broken path% 
the Knight of the Tomb slackened his pacet 
looked anxiously around him, and muttered appa^ 
rently to himself, though probably intended fot 
his companion's ear, ^< There is no occasion fot 
6o much haste." 

He proceeded at a slower rate until they seem^ 
ed ta be on the brink of a ravine, being one of 
many irregularities on the sur&ce of the ground, 
effected by the sudden torrents peculiar to that 
country, and which, winding among the trees and 
eopsewood, formed,' as it were, a net of places of 
concealment, opening into each other, so that 
there was - perhaps no place in the world so fit 
for the purpose of kmbuscade. The spot whera 
the borderer Turnbull had made his escape at the 
hunting-match, was one specimen of this broken 
country, and perhaps connected itself with the 
various thickets and passes through which the 
knight and pilgrim occasionally seemed to take 
their way, though that ravine was at a consider* 
Itble distance from Aeir present route. 
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Meanwhfle the knight led the way, as If 
rather with the purpose of bewildering the Lady 
Augusta amidst these interminable woods, than 
following any exact or fixed path. Here they 
dscended, and anon appeared to descend in the 
Same direction, finding only boundless wilder* 
llesses, and varied combinations of tangled wood* 
land scenery. Such part of the coun^as seemed 
arable, the kni^t appeared carefully to avoid ; 
yet he could not direct his course with so much 
certainty but that he occasionally crossed the 
path of inhabitants and cultivators, who show* 
ed a consciousness of so singular a presence, 
but never, as the lady observed, evinced any 
Symptom of recognition. Tlie inference was 
obvious, that the spectre knight was known in 
the country, and that he possessed adherents or 
accomplices there, who were at least so i^ his 
firiends, as to avoid giving any alarm, which 
might be the means of his discovery. The 
well imitated* cry ot the night-owl, too frequent 
a guest in the wilderness that its call should be 
& subject of surprise, seemed to be a signal ge- 
nerally understood among tlilm ; for it-M^as heard 
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H}i different parts of the wood, and the Lady- 
Augusta, expi^ienced in such journeys by her 
former travels under the guidance of the min-* 
strel Bertram, was led to obserye, that on hear** 
ing such wild notes, httr guide changed the 
direction of his course, and betook liimself to 
paths which led through deeper wilds, and mor% 
impenetrable thickets. This happened so often, 
that a new alarm came upon tbe unfortunate 
pilgrim, which suggested other motivesirf terror* 
Was she not the confidant, and almost the tool 
of some artful design, laii witb ^ n'ew t. an ex- 
tensive operation, which was destined to termi* 
Bate, as the efforts of Douglas had before done, 
in the surprise of his hereditary castle, the mas- 
sacre of the English garrison — ^and finally in the 
dishonour and death 6f that Sir John de Walton, 
iipon whose fitte she had long believed, or taught 
herself to believe, that hei^own was dependitiit? 
- It no sooner flashed across the mind of the 
Lady Augusta that she wp en|^ed in some 
such conspiracy with a Scottish insurgent, than 
«he shuddered at the consequences of ^e dark 
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transactions in which she had now become in^ 
volved, and which appeared to have a tendency 
so very different from what she had at first ap- 
prehended* 

The hours of the morning of this remarkable 
day, being that of Palm Sunday^ were thus 
4rawn out in wandering from place to place; 
while the Lady de Berkely occasionally inter* 
posed by petitiiBis for liberty, which she endea« 
soured t» express in the most moving and pathe«* 
tic manner, and by offers of wealth and treasure^ 
to which no aq^wer whatever was retorned by 
her strange guide* 

At length, as if worn out by his captive's 
impcrrtonity, the knight, conung dose up to the 
bridle rein of the Lady Augusta, said in a 
solemn tone — 

<^ I un, as you may well believe, none of 
€iose knights who Hiam through wood and 
wild seeking adventures, by which I may ob- 
tain grace in the eyes of a fair lady : Yet will 
I to a certain degree grant the request which 
*ou do«t soUdt so anxiously, and the 
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tion of thy fate shall depend upon the plea** 
sure of him to whose will thou hast express- 
ed thyself ready to submit thine own. I will 
an. our arrival at the place of our destination^ 
which is now at hand, write to Sir John de Wal-. 
ton, and send my letter, together with thy fair 
self, by a special messenger. He will, no doubt^ 
j^eedily attend our sumiQons, and thou shalt 
&ysi^f be satisfied that even he who has as yei 
appeared deaf to entreaty, and inseasible t«^ 
earthly affections, has still some sympathy fo* 
l^e^uty and for ^rtue. I will put the choice of 
safety, and thy future happiness, into thine owii 
hands, and those of the man whom thou hail 
chosen ; and thou mayst select which thou wilt 
betwixt those and misery.'' 

While he thus spoke, one of those ravines or 
clefts in the earth seemed to yawn before them, 
and entering it at the upper end, the spectrt 
knight, with an attention which he had not yet 
shown, guided the lady's courser by the rein 
down the broken and steep path by which alone 
the bottom of the tangled dingle was accessible. 

When placed on firm ground after the dangers 
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of a descent, in which her palfrey seemed to be 
anstained by the personal strength and address 
of the sing^ular being who had hold of the bridle, 
the lady looked with some astonishment at a 
place so well adapted for concealment as that 
which she had now reached. It appeared evident 
that it was used for this purpose, for more than 
one stifled answer was given to' a very low 
bugle note emitted by the Knight of the Tomb ; 
and when the same note was repeated, about 
half a score of armed men, some wearing the 
dress of soldiers, others those of shepherds and 
agriculturists, showed themselves imperfectly, 
as if acknowledging tiie summon;;. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

<< Hail to you, my gallant friends !" said the 
Knight of the Tomb to his companions, whot 
seemed to welcome him with the eagerness of 
men engaged in the same perilous undertaking* 
^ The winter has passed over, the festival o£ 
Palm Sunday is come, and as surely as the 
ice and snow of this season shall not remain to 
cbill the earth through the ensuing summer, so 
surely we, in a few hours,, keep our word to those, 
southern braggarts, who think their language of 
boasting and malice has as much force over 
our Scottish bosoms, as the blast possesses over 
the autumn fruits; but it is not so. While we 
choose to remain concealed, they may as vainly 
seek to descry us, as a housewife would search 
for the needle she has dropped among the wither- 

k2 
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ed foliage of yon gigantic oak. Yet a few hours, 
and the lost needle shall become the extermi- 
nating sword of the Genius of ^Scotland, avenging' 
ten thousand injuries, and especially the life of 
the gallant Lord Douglas, cruelly done to death 
as an exile froih his native country." 

An exclamation between a yell and a groan 
hurst from the assembled retainers of DougUts, 
vpon being reminded of the recent death of theii^ 
chieftain ; while they seemed at the same time 
sensible of the necessity of making little noise^ 
lest they should give the alarm to some of the* 
amnerous English parties which were then tra^ 
▼erting different parts of the forest The accla- 
vation, so cautiously uttered, had scarce died 
away in silence, when the Knight of the Tomb, 
or, to call him by his proper name. Sir James 
Douglas, again addressed his handful of fiedthfiiL 
followers. 

i *^ One effort, my friends, may yet be made ta 
end our strife with the southron without blood- 
shed. Fate has within a few hours thrown into 
toy power the young heiresa of Berkely, for. 
whose sake it is said Sir John de Walton keeps 
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vniik vaeh obstinacy the castle which is mine by 
inheritance. Is there one among you who dare 
go, as the honourable escort of Augusta de 
Berkely, bearing a letter, explaining the terms 
on which I am willing to restore her to her lover, 
to freedom, and to her English lordships 7* 

^^ If there is none other," said a tall man, 
dressed in the tattered aUire of a woodsman, and 
being, in factf no other than the very Michael 
TumbuU, who had already given so extraordi^ 
Bary a proof of his undaunted manhood, '^ I 
will gladly be the person who will be the lady'0 
benchman on this expedition." 

<< Thou art never wantii^,". said the Doun 
glas, <^ where a. manly deed is to be done ; bnt 
remember, this lady must pledge to us her word 
and oath that she ^will hold herself our faitii&l 
prisoner, rescue or no rescue ; that she will con* 
sider herself as pledged for the life, freedom, and 
fEor usage of Michael Tumbull; and that if Sir 
John de Walton refuse my terms, she must hold 
herself obliged to return with TumbuU to our 
presence, in order to be disposed of at our plea* 
sure." 
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Tbere was much in these conditions, which 
struck the Lady Augusta with natural doubt and 
horror; nevertheless, strange as it may seem, the 
declaration of the Douglas gave a species of deci- 
sion to her situation, which might have otherwise 
been luiattainable ; and from the high opinion 
which she entertained of the Douglas's chivalry, 
she could not bring herself to think, that any part 
which he might pky in the approaching drama 
would be other than that which a perfect good 
knight would^ under all circumstances, main- 
tain towards his enemy. Even with respect to 
De Walton, she felt herself relieved of a pain- 
M difficulty. The idea of her being discover- 
ed by the knight himself, in a male disguise, 
hadjpreyed upon her spirits; and she felt as i£ 
guilty of a departure from the laws of woman- 
hood, in having extended her favour towards him 
beyond maidenly limits ; a step, too, which might 
tend to lessen her in the eyes of the lover for 
whom she had hazarded so much* 

** The hearty slie said, is liglitly priied» 

That is but lightly won ; 
And long shall mourn the heartless iBan» 

That leayes his lore too soon.*' 
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On the other hand, to be brought before him as a 
prisoner/ was indeed a circumstance equally per- 
l^exing^and unpleasing, but it was one which was 
beyond|her control, and the Douglas, into whose 
hands she had fellen, appeared to her to represent 
the deity in the play, whose entrance was almost 
sufficient to bring its perplexities to a conclu- 
sion; she therefore not unwillingly submitted 
t6 take what oaths and promises were required 
by the party in whose hands she found herself, 
and accordingly engaged to be a true prisoner, 
whatever might occur. Meantime she strictly 
obeyed the directions of those who had her mo- 
tions at command, devoutly praying that cir« 
cumstances, in themselves so adverse, might 
nevertheless work t6gether for the safety of her 
lover and her own freedom. 

A pause ensued, during which a slight repast 
was placed before the Lady Augusta, who was 
wellnigh exhausted with the fetigues of her 
journey. 

Douglas and his partisans, meanwhile, whis- 
pered together, as if unwilling she should hear 
their conference ; while, to purchase their good- 
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vill^ if possible, she studiously avoided ererf 
appearance of listening* 

After some conyersadon, TuinbuU, wko ap» 
peared to consider the lady as peculiarly liis 
charge, said to her in a harsh voice, ^^ Do not 
fear, lady, no wroi^ shall be done yon; never-. 
thelesB, you must be content for a q>ace to be 
blindfolded." 

She sulmiitted to this in silent terror; and tbe 
trooper, wrapping part of a mantle rmmd her 
bead, did not assist her to remount her palfrey^ 
but lent her his arm to support her in this bUnd* 
ed state* 
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CHAPTER X. 

' The ground which they traversed was, as 
Lady Augusta could feel, v^ry broken and un« 
even, and sometimes, as she thought, encum- 
bered with ruins, which were difficult to snr* 
mount The strength of her comrade assisted 
her forward on such occasions ; but his help 
was so roughly administered, that the lady once 
or twice, in fear or suffering, was compelled to 
groau or sigh heavily, whatever was her desire to 
suppress such evidence of the apprehension which 
she underwent, or the pain which she endured* 
Presently, upon an occasion of this kind, she was 
distinctly sensible that the rough woodsman was 
removed from her side, and another of the party 
substituted in his stead, whose voice, more gentle 
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than that of his companion^ she thought she had 
lately heard. 

" Noble lady/' were the words, " fear not the 
slightest injury at our hands, and accept of my 
ministry instead of that of my henchman, who 
has gone forward with our letter ; do not think 
me presuming on my situation, if I bear you 
in my arms through ruins where you could not 
easily move alone and blindfold." 

At the same time, the Lady Augusta Berkely 
felt herself raised from the earth in the strong 
arms of a man, and borne onward with the ut-* 
most gentleness, without^ the necessity of ma* 
king those painful exertions which had been 
formerly required* She was ashamed of her 
Mtuation ; but, however delicate, it was no time . 
to give vent to complaints, which might have 
given offence to persons whom it was her inte- 
rest to conciliate* She, therefore, submitted to 
necessity, and heard the following words whis- 
pered in her ear. 

. '^ Fear nothing; there is no evil intended ' 
you ; nor shall Sir John de Walton, if he loves 
you as you deserve at his hand, receive any harm 
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on our part We call on him but to do justice 
to durselves and to you; and be assured you 
wiU best accomplish your own happbess by aid- 
ing our views, which are equally in favour of 
your wishes and your freedom." 

The Lady Augusta wovtld have made some 
answer to this, but her breath, betwixt fear and 
the speed with which she was transported, refused 
to permit her to uise intelligible accents. Mean- 
time she began to be sensible that she was en- 
closed within some building, and probably a ruin- 
ous one — for although the mode of her transport-^ 
ation'no longer permitted her to ascertain the 
nature of her path in any respect distinctly, yet 
the absence of the external air-^which was, how- 
ever, sometimes excluded, and sometimes admit- 
ted in furious gusts — ^intimated that she was con- 
ducted through buildfngs partly entire, and in 
other places admitting the wind through wide 
rents and gaps. In one pWe it seemed to the lady 
as if she passed through a considerable body of 
people, all of whom observed silence, although 
there was sometimes heard among them a mur- 
mur, to which every one present in sdme degree 
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contributed, although the general sound did not 
exceed a whisper. Her situation made her at- 
tend to every circumstance, and she did not fail 
to observe that these persons made way for him 
who bore her, until at length she became sen-- 
sible that he descended by the reg^ular steps of a 
stair, 'and that she was now alone, excepting his 
company. Arrived, as it appeared to the lady, 
<m more level ground, they proceeded on their 
singular road by a course which appeared nei- 
titer direct nor easy, and through an atmosphere* 
which was close to a smothering degree, and 
felt at the same time damp and disagreeable, as 
if from the vapours of a new made grave. Her 
guide again spoke. 

^^ Bear up, Lady Augfusta, for a little longer^ 
and continue to endure that atmosphere whidi^ 
must be one day common to us all. By tiie> 
necessity of my situation, I must resign my pre«* 
sent office to your original guide, and can only^ 
give you my assurance, that he, nor any one ebe,* 
shall offer you the least incivility or insult — ' 
and on this you may rely, on the fidth of a man 
tf honour*'' 
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He placed her, as he said these words, upon the 
soft turf, and, to her infinite refreshment, made 
her sensible that she was once more in the op^n 
air, and free from the smothering atmosphere 
which had before oppressed her like thai; of a 
charnel-house. At the same time, she breathed 
ia a whisper an anxious wish that she might be 
permitted to disencumber herself from the folds 
of the mantle, which excluded almost the power 
of breathing, though intended only to prevent 
her seeing by what road she travelled. She im- 
mediately found it unfolded, agreeably to her 
request, and hastened, with uncovered eyes, to 
take note of the scene around her. 

It was overshadowed by thick oak trf^es, among 
which stood some remnants of buildings, or what 
might have seemed such, being perhaps ike same 
in which she had been lately wandering. A dear 
fountain of living water bubbled forth from under 
the twisted roots of one of those trees, and of-i 
fered the lady the opportunity of a draught el 
the pure element, and in which she also batheil 
her face, which had received more than o^ 
scratch in the course of her journey, in spite of 
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the care, and almost the tenderness, with which 
she had latterly been borne along. The cool- 
water speedily stopt the bleeding of those tri-. 
fling injuries, and the application served at the 
same time to recall the scattered senses of the 
damsel herself. Her first idea. was, whether an 
attempt to escape, if such should appear pos- 
sible, was not advisable. A moment's reflec-v 
taon, however, satisfied her that such a scheme 
was not to be thought of ; and such second 
thoughts were confirmed by the approach of the 
gigantic form of the huntsman, Turnbull, the 
rough tones of whose voice were heard before 
his figure was obvious to her eye* 

** Were you impatient for my return, fair 
lady? Such as I," he continued in an ironical 
tone of voice, *^ who are foremost in the. chase of 
teild stags and silvan cattle, are not in use to 
lag behind, when fair ladies, like you, are the 
objects of pursuit ; and if I am not so consttfit 
in my attendance as you might expect, believe 
me, it is because I was engaged in another mat- 
ter, to which I must sacrifice for a little even 
the duty of ii,ttending on you." 
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'^ •* I offer no resbtance," said the lady ; ** for- 
bear, however, in discharging thy duty, to aug-> 
ment my uneasiness by thy conversation, for thy 
jsiaster hath pledged me his word that he will 
not suffer me to be alarmed or ill treated/' 

<<'Nay, fiiir one,*' replied the huntsman, *< I 
ever thought it was fit to make interest by soft 
i^ords with fair ladies ; but if you like it not, I 
have no such pleasure in hunting for fine holy* 
day terms, but that I can with equal ease hold 
myself silent. Come, then, since we must wait 
tipon this lover of yours ere morning closes, 
end learn his last resolution touching a matter 
which is become so strangely complicated, I will 
hold no more intercourse with you as a female, 
but talk to you as a person of sense, although an 
Englishwoman." 

« You will," replied tiie lady, " best fulfil the 
intentions of those by whose orders you act,- by 
holding no society with me whatever, otiierwise 
than is necessary in the character of guide." 

The man lowered his brows, yet seemed to as* 
sent to what the Lady of Berkely proposed, and 
remained silent as tiiey for some time pursued 
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their course, each pondering oyer their own sl&re 
d meditation, which probably turned upon mat^ 
iers essentially different. At length the loud 
blast of a bugle was heard at no great distance 
from the unsocial fellow-travellers. ^ That is 
the person we' seek," said TurnbuU; ^ I know 
his blast from any other who frequents this 
forest, and my orders are to bring you to speech 
ofhiin." 

The blood started rapidly through the lady's 
reins at the thought of being thus unceremo* 
niously presented to the knight, in whose favoor 
die had confessed a rash preference more agree, 
able to the manners of thos'e times, when exag* 
gerated sentiments often inspired actions of ex* 
travagant generosity, than in our days, when 
every thing is accounted absurd which does not 
tuin upon a motive connected with the inmiediate 
selfish interests of the actor himself When 
Tumbuil, therefore, winded his horn, as if in 
answier to the blast which they had heard, dia 
lady was disposed to fly at the first impulse' o£ 
shame and of fear. Tumbull perceived her in^ 
tentioB, and caught hold of her with no very 



gentle grasp, saying — ^^ Nay, lady, it is to be 
understood that you play your own part in th/e 
.dxama, which, unless you continue on the stage» 
•will conclude, unsatis&ctorily to us all, in a comt^ 
rbat at entrance between your lover and me, when 
it will appear which of us are most worthy of 
your £Bivour." 

<< I will be patient," said the lady, bethinking 
her that even this strange man's presence, and 
,the compulsion which he appeared to use towards 
her, was a sort of excuse to her female scruples, 
for coming into the presence of her lover, at least 
at her first appearance before him, in a disg^uise 
which her feieluigs c6nfessed was not extremely 
.decorous, or reconcilable to the dignity of her 



The moment afiter these thoughts had passed 
through her mind, the tramp of a horse was 
beard approaching ; ^and Sir John de Walton, 
pressing through the trees, became aware of the 
presence of his lady, captive, as it seemed, in the 
grasp of a Scottish outlaw, who was only knowQ 
to him by his former audacity at the huntingio 
match. 
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His surprise and joy only supplied the lan^M 
Urith those hasty expressions — ^* Caitiff, let go 
thy hold ! or die in thy profane attempt to eon- 
iirol the motions of. one whom the very sun in 
heaven should be proud to obey/' At the same 
lime, apprehensive that the huntsman might 
hurry the lady from his sight, by means of some 
entangled path — such as upon a former occasion 
had served him for escape — Sir John de Walton 
dropt his cumbrous lance, of which the trees 
did not permit him the perfect use, and, spring- 
ing from his horse, approached Turnbull with 
his drawn sword. 

The Scottishman, keeping his left hand still 
upon the lady's mantle, uplifted with his right 
his battle-axe, or Jedwood staff, for the purpose 
of parrying and returning the blow of his anta- 
gonist, but the lady spoke, 
t " Sir John de Walton," she said, " for hea- 
ven's sake, forbear all violence, till yon hear 
upon what pacific object I am brought hidier, 
and by what peaceful means these wars may be ' 
put an end to. This man, tliough an enemy of 
yours, has been to me a civil and respectful 
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guardian ; and I entreat you to Jbrbear hini while 
he speaks the purpose for which he has brought 
me hither/' 

'' To speak of compulsion and the Lady de 
Berkely in the same breath, would itself be 
eause enough for instant death/' said the GoTer* 
XLor of Douglas Castle ; <^ but you command^ 
lady, and I spare his insignificant life, although 
I have causes of complaint against him, the least 
of which were good warrant, had he a thousand 
-lives, for the forfeiture^of them all." 

« John de Walton," replied TumbuD, " this 
lady well knows that no fear of thee operates in 
zny mind to render this a peaceful meeting; and 
were I not withheld by other circumstances of 
great consideration to the Douglas, as well as 
thyself, I should have no more fear in fadng the 
. utmost thou couldst do, than I have now in level- 
ling that sapling to the earth it grows upon." 

So saying, Michael Tumbuli raised his battle* 
axe, and struck from a neighbouring oak-tree a 
branch, wellnigh as thick as a man's arm, which 
(with all its twigs and leaves) ruiahqiA to. the 
ground between De Walton and the ^Scotdbr 

VOL, IV, L 



Bum, gMng a fingnbur iattaaet of the kfteimaw 
^ Us weapon, and tbe streog^ and 4leztieritj 
with which he used it 

^ Let there be truce, then, betveem iis» good 
fellow," said Sir JUm de Waltan, ^^ sinoe it is 
the lady's pleasure that saek shooU be the case^ 
«iid iet me iaiow what thoa hast to say to me 
Tespe c t iii g her ?' 

<< Oi thatsttl^ect,'' said TumbuU, <'my wardsi 

are few, but, mark them. Sir Englishman. The 

Lady Augusta Beilcely, wandedo^iiL this ooxu- 

try, has become a prisoner 'o£ 42ie Aoble Lord 

Domglas, the rightfiii inheritor of the castle and 

lonlsh%», and hefesds himself obliged to attach 

4o the libeorty of 4his lady the following cond^ 

tioDS, being in all lespects such as good and law- 

'feliparfere entitles a knight to exact That is ts 

-say, in all honour and safety the Ladty Aagosta 

shall be delivered to Sir John de Walton, or 

Hhose whom he dball name for the purpose of 

receiving hec On Ihc other hand, the Castle 

^ Douglas itself, teg^iier with all cut-posts or 

^gsrrisoi^ therepmto bebnging, shall be 'made 

and aturendered by Sir John de WaUoOf 
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in tbe same sitmrtioii, and canttimng the same 
provisions and artillery, as are now wi&ia their 
walls ; and die space of a montii of truce sfaaU 
^be permitted to Sx James Doi^las and Sir JohA 
de Walton iarther to regulate the terms of mxx^ 
render on both parts, haring first plighted dieir 
Im^kdy word and oath, that in the exchange of 
tbe hiwourable lady for die fcuresaid caafle, lies 
the full import of the present agreement, and 
tint every other subject of dispute eliaU, at ihe 
pleasure of the noble kni^bts foresaid, be ho^ 
nounMy compounded and s^eed betwixt them ; 
er, at their pleasure, settled kai^itly by single 
combat, aeeordijig to usi^ and in a £ur field, 
before any haooerable pearson, that may possess 
power enough to preeode/' 

It is not easy to eonoei^w ti^ astonoahment 
of Sir John de Walton at keaxing the contents 
ti£ diis extttoffdinary cartel ; he. looked towtords 
line Lady of B^kely with that aspect of despair 
with which a eriminal may be supposed to see his 
guardian ai^pel {prepare £sr departure. Thnoug^ 
bar mind also similar ideas flowed^ips ii»^j 
aoatained a concession of wfadt she had acm^ 
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sidered as the summit of her wishes, but under 
conditions disgraceful to her lover, like the che* 
rub's fiery sword of yore, which was a barrier 
between our first parents and the blessings of 
paradise. Sir John de Walton, after a moment's 
hesitation, broke silence in these words : — 

*^ Noble lady, you may be surprised if a con- 
dition be imposed upon me, having for its object 
your freedom ; and if Sir John de Walton, al*" 
ready standing under those obligations to you, 
which he is^proud of acknowledging, should yet 
hesitate on accepting, with the utmost eagerness, 
what must ensure your restoration to freedom 
and independence ; but so it is, that the words 
now spoken have thrilled in mine ear without 
reaching to my understanding, and I must pray 
the Lady of Berkely for pardon if I take time 
to reconsider tiiem for a short space." 

** And I," replied Turnbull, " have only power 
to allow you half an hour for the consideration 
4>f an offer, in accepting which, methinks, you 
should jump shoulder-height, instead of asking 
any time %r reflection. What does tiiis cartel 
4ezact, save what your duty as a knight implidt^ 
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ly obliges you to ? You have engaged yourself 
to become the agent of the tyrant Edward, in 
kolding Douglas Castle, as his commander, to 
the prejudice of the Scottish nation, and of the 
Kjiight of Douglas Dale, who never, as a comr 
munity or as an individual, were guilty of the 
least injury towards you; you are therefore pro- 
secuting a fake path, unworthy of a good knight; 
On the other hand, the freedom and safety of 
your lady is now proposed to be pledged to 
you, with a full assurance of her liberty and 
honour, on consideration of your withdrawing 
from the unjust line of conduct, in which you 
have suffered yourself to be imprudently enga- 
ged. If you persevere in it, you place your 
own honour, and the lady's happiness, in the 
hands of men whom you have done every thing 
in your power to render desperate, and whom, 
thus irritated, it is most probable you may find 
such." 

** It is not from thee at least,'' said the knight, 
^fthat I shall learn to estimate the manner in 
which Douglas will explain the laws of war, or 
De Walton receive them at his dictating." 
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<^ I ant Mt, the»/' said Tumbdl^ ^^reeareA 
« a fiiencDy messeBger ? Farewell, and tliiidB 
«f tUs ladjr'as beiag in any bands but dioae 
whicb are safie, wh&e yon make np at letsvre 
yonr mind np<m the message I liave bcev^^Iit 
yon. Come, madam, we nnist be gone." 

Sasa}ring, be seized upon tbe lady's band, andfc 
piQlled her, as if to force ber to witbdraw. Tbe 
hdy bad stood motionless, and almost senseless, 
wbile these leeches were exdbanged between 
die warriors ; but when she felt the grasp of 
Michael Tumball, she exclaimed, like one al- 
most beside herself with fear — ^ Help me, De 
Walton r 

The knight, stung to instant rage, assaulted 
the forests with the utmost fiiry, and dealt him 
with his long sword, almost at unawares, two or 
three heary blows, by which he was so wound- 
ed that be sunk badkwards in the thicket, and 
De Walton was about to dispatch him, when he 
was prevented by the anxious cry of the lady — 
" Alas ! Dc Walton, what bare you done ? This 
man was only an amba8sad<»', and should bate 



pBflBed free from injurjr while be eonfiaed hioH 
9dBF to the defiyerjr of vhat lie was ehaarged wilh ; 
and if than hast slain him^ who knows how 
fnghtful may prcnre the TeDgeaooe exacted !'' 

The voice of the ktdy seemed to recover the 
kimtsnuai from the effects of the blows he haid 
received; he sprung on his feet^ saying — ^^ Never 
Hund me, nor think of my becomiitg the means 
i)i makii^ mischief. . The knight, in his haste, 
spoke without giving me warning and defiance^ 
which gave him an advantage which, I thinly 
he would otherwise have scorned to have taken 
in such a case. I will renew &e combat ott 
fiurer terms, or call another champion, as the 
knight pleases." With these words he disap- 
peared. 

<< Fear no^ empress of De Walton's thoughts^'' 
answered the knight; ^ but believe, that if we 
regain togedier the shelter of Douglas Castle, 
and the safeguard of Saimt Geoi^e's Crosc^ thoa 
mayst laugh at all* And if yon can but pard<H% 
what I shall never be able to foi^ive myself, the 
mole-like blindness whidi did not recognise the 
sun while under a tempocary eclipse^ die task 
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cajmot be named too hard for mortal valour to 
acUeve which I shall not willingly andertake» 
to wipe out the memory of my grievous fault.'' 

^^ Mention it no more," said the lady ; <^ it is 
not at such a time as this, when our lives are for 
the moment at stake, that quarrels upon slighter 
topics are to be recurred to. I can tell you, if 
you do not yet know, that the Scots are in arms 
in this vicinity, and that even the earth has 
yawned to conceal them from the sight of your 
garrison." 

** Let it yawn, then,", said Sir John de Wal- 
4x>n, <* and suffer every fiend in the infernal 
abyss to escape from his prison-house and rein- 
force our enemies — still, fairest, having received 
in thee a pearl of matchless price, my spurs 
shall be hacked from my heels by the basest 
scullion, if I turn my horse's head to the rear 
before the utmost force these ruffians can assem- 
ble, pither upon earth or from underneath it. 
In thy name I defy them all to instant combat" 

As Sir John de Walton pronounced these last 
words, in something of an exalted tone, a tall 
cavalier, arrayed in black armour of the simplest 
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fonn, stepped fortli from that part of the thicket 
where Tumbull had disappeared. '^ I am/' he 
said, ^^ James of Douglas, and your challenge is 
accepted. I, the challenged, name the arms our 
knightly weapons as we now wear them, and 
our place of combat this field or dingle called the 
Bloody Sykes, the time being instant, and the 
combatants, like true knights, foregoing each ad-, 
rantage, on either side.'^ 

<^ So be it, in God's name," said the English 
knight, who, though surprised at being called 
upon to so sudden an encounter with so formi- 
dable a warrior as young Douglas, was too proud 
to dream of avoiding the combat. Making a sign 
to the lady to retire behind him, that he might 
not lose the advantage which he had gained by 
setting her at liberty from the forester, he drew 
his sword, and with a deliberate and prepared 
attitude of offence moved slowly to the encoun- 
ter. It was a dreadful one, for the courage and 
skill both of the native Lord of Douglas Dale, 
and of De Walton, were among the most re- 
nowned of the times, and perhaps the world of 
chivalry could hardly have produced two knights 

l2 
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more fiunons. Their bloira fell as if urged hy 
gmae m^lity engine, where they were m^ tmi 
ptnied witih equal strength and dexterity; nor 
seemed it Hkely, in the coarse of ten nBinatesT 
enoounter, lliat an advant^e woold be gained 
by either combatant o^er the other. An instant 
ihey stopped by mutually implied aasenti as it 
seemied, for die purpose of taddng breath, during 
which Douglas said, ^^ I b^ that dus noUe lady 
may understand thJEit her own £reed<Mn is no way 
cwicerned in tlie present coatest, which entirdy 
regards the injustice done by thn Sir John do 
Walton, and by his nation of England, to &» 
memory of my iather and to my own natural 

<< You are generous, Sir Knight,''-replied the 
lady; ** but in what circnmstances do youLplaee 
me^ if you deprive me of my protector by death 
or ciq[>tiyity, and leave me akme in a foreign 
land?' 

<^ If such should be the event of the com- 
bat,'' replied Sir James, ^ the Douglas himseli^ 
lady, will safely restore thee to thy native land; 
for never did his sword do an injury for which 
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be was not williD^ to- aia&e amende mA tiie 
stone weapon ; and if Sit Jfihn de Walton will 
make the lightest adn^saba that he Temmaeem 
mamtnnnig the present strife, were it onlyl^ 
yiel£ng np a feadter from the phime of ki& heK 
met^ Dao^BB wiU renounce erery purpose o& 
Ills part which can toudi the lady's honour oc 
safety, and the oombat may be saspended xmiB 
the Badomd quarrel again brings us togetilierJ' 

Sir John de Walton pondered a mMnent, and 
the lady, although die did not speak, looked al 
bim with eyes whidi plainly expressed horn 

w 

much she wished that he would choose the less 
bttaordons altematiTe* But the knight's own 
scruples preyented his bringing tiMt case to so 
favourable an arfaitrement. 
. '' Ncrer shall it be said of Sb John de Wal- 
ton/' he replied, ^* that he compromised, in the 
digbtest degree, his own lumour, or that of his 
country. This hattle may end in my defeat, or 
mther death, and in that ease my eardily pio>^ 
specta are dosed, and I reoign to Poi^las, widi 
my last breatib, the charge of the Lady Angusli^ 
tmstmg that he wiU defend her with his Ufe^ 
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and find the means of replacing lier witb safety 
in the halb of her fiidiers. But while I siurive, 
•he may hare a better, but unll not need another 
protector than he who is honoured by being her 
own choice ; nor will I yield up, were it a plume 
from my helmed impljring that I have main- 
tained an unjust quarrel, either in the cause of 
England, or of the fairest of her daughters. 
Tims £ar alone I nill concede to Douglas — an 
instant truce, provided the lady shall not be in- 
terrupted in her retreat to England, and the 
eombat be fought out upon another day* The 
castle and territory of Douglas is the property 
of Edward of England, the governor in his name 
Is the rightful goremor, and on this point I will 
fight while my eyelids are unclosed/^ 

^* Time flies," sud Douglas, ^< without wait- 
ing for our resolves; nor is diere any part of his 
motions of such value, as that which is passing 
with every breath of vital air which we pre* 
sentlydraw* Why should we adjourn till to-*morv 
row tiiat which can be as well finished to-day? 
Will our swords be sharper^ or our arms stronger 
4o wield them, than they are at this moment ? 
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Douglas will do all whicli knigbt can do to sue- 
eour a lady in distress ; but he will not grant to 
lier knight the slightest mark of deference, which 
Sir John de Walton vainly supposes himself able 
to extort by force of arms.'' 

With these words, the knights engaged once 
more in mortal combat, and the lady felt uncer- 
tain whether she should attempt her escape 
through the devious paths of the wood, or abide 
the issue of this obstinate fight* It was rather 
her desire to see the fete of Sir John de Walton, 
than any other consideration, which induced her 
to remain, as if fascinated, upon the spot, where 
one of the fiercest quarrels ever fought was dis- 
puted by two of the bravest champions that ever 
drew sword. At last the lady attempted to put 
a stop to the combat, by appealing to the beUs 
which began to ring for the service of the day, 
which was Palm Sunday. ' 

" For Heaven's sake," she said — " for your 

•own sakes, and for thaf of lady's love, and the 

duties of chivalry, hold yoUr hands only for an 

hour, and take chance, that where strength is so 
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eqnalf meaos wm he mwd of ooBTertiBg the 
trace into a srikl peaee« Think iim is ndn 
Sbndsyv end wiU you defile with blood eseh » 
pecnfier feetinl of Chrigtk ni ly ? Intemut your 
fead at least so fer ae to pass to Ae neatest 
dnvchy bearing- w^ yoo branches^ not n the 
osteBtatiot» mode of earthly eonqnerors, bat as 
rendering due homage to the rales of the blessed 
ehardi, andtheinstitationsof onrholyreSgion.*^ 
^ I was on my road, fair ladj^ for that par* 
poae, to the holy church of Doaglas,'* said the 
Eaglwhanan, <^ when I was so fortunate as to 
meet yon at this place; nor do I ol^ct to pro- 
ceed diither even now, holding truce fisr an 
hour, and I fear not to find there fiiexids to 
whom I can commit you with assarance of 
nfety, in case I am unfortunate in the combat 
which is now broken c^, to be resumed after the 
service of the day." 

" I also assent,'* smd the Douglas, *« to a truce 
for such short space; nor do I fear that there 

™*y e good Christians enough at the church, 
who will mtt «^ *v • 

'^^ see tjieir master overpowered by 

/ 
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odds. Lei m go thitker, and each take llie cbance. 
of wlial Heaven shall please to saad us.** 

From these words, Sir John de Walton little 
doubted that Douglas had assured himself of a 
party among those who dbould there assemble ; 
but he doubted not of so many of the garrison 
being present as would bridle erery attenqiEt 
at rising ; and the risk, he tkoa^bt, was worth 
incurring^ since he should thereby secure an 
opportunity to place Lady Augusta de Berkely 
in safety, at least so £Eur as to make her liberty 
depend on the ey ent of a general conflict, instead 
of the precarious issue of a combat between him- 
self and Douglas. 

Both these distinguished knights were in- 
wardly of opinion, that the proposal of the lady, 
though it relieved them from their present 
conflict, by no means bdund them to abstain 
from the consequences which an accession %f 
force might add to their general strength, and 
each relied upon his superiority, in some degree 
provided for by their previous proceedings. Sir 
John de Walton made almost certain of meeting 
with several of his bands of soldiers, who were 



SM 
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soonriiig the conntiy and traverring the woo^ 
by his direction ; and Douglas, it may be sup« 
posed, had not ventured himself in person where 
a price was set upon his head, unthout being 
attended by a sufficient number of proved adhe«- 
rentB^ placed in more or less connexion with 
eadi other, and stationed for mutual support. 
Each, therefore^ entertained well-grounded hopes, 
that, by adopting tiie truce proposed, he would 
ensure himself an advantage over his antagonist, 
altiiough neither exactly knew in what manner or 
to what extent tiiis success was to be obtained. 
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CHAPTER XL 

His talk was of anotber world — Ids bodements 
Strange, doubtful, and mysterious ; tbose wbo beard bim 
Listen'd as to a man in feverisb dreams, 
Wbo speaks of otber objects tban tbe present, 
And mutters like to bim wbo sees.a yision. 

Old Play. 

On the same Palm Sunday when De Walton 
and Douglas measured together their mighty 
swords, the minstrel Bertram was busied with 
the ancient Book of Prophecies, which we have 
already mentioned as the supposed composition 
of Thomas the Rhymer, but not without many 
Anxieties as to the fate of his lady, and the events 
which were passing around him. As a minstrel, 
he was desirous of an auditor to enter into the ' 
discoveries which he should make in that mystic 
volume, as well as to assist in passing away the 
time; Sir John de Walton had furnished him, 
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in Gilbert Greenleaf the archer, with one who 
was well contented to play the listener <' from 
mom to dewy eve/' provided a flask of Gascon 
wine, or a stoup of good English ale, remained 
on the board. It may be remembered that De 
Walton* when he dismisBed the minstrel from 
the dungeon, was sensible that he owed him 
some compensation for the causeless suspicion 
which had dictated his imprisonment, more par- 
ticularly as he was a valued servant, and had 
shown himself the fiiithf ul confidant, of the Lady 
Augusta de Berkely, and the person who was 
moreover likely to know all die motives and cir- 
enmstances ai her Scottish journey* To secure^ 
hob good wishes was, therefore^ p<^tie; and Da 
Walton bad intiBated to his £dthfiil archer that 
he was to lay aside all suspicion of Berlraa^ but 
at the same time keep him in ^hl^ and, if pos«? 
sSde, in good humour with the govemOT of the 
castle, and his adherents. Greettleaf adeord^ 
ii^ly had no doubt in his own mind, that the' 
oidy way to please a minstrel was te listen with' 
p«kienee and coomi^ndation to the lays whiekhe 
liked best to sing, or the tales which he moit 
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loved to tell; md in CHrder U> ensure tke execu- 
tion of liis master's commands^ he judged it 
necessary to demand of the builer sueh store of 
good liquor, as could not ftil to enliance the 
pleasure of his society. . 

Having thus fortified himself with tiie mean» 
of bearing a long interview with the minstrel, 
Gilbert Greenleaf proposed to con&r upon him 
the bounty of an early breakfast, whidi, if it 
pleased him, they might wash down with a cup 
of sack^ and, having his mast^^'s commands to 
show the tninstrel any thing about the castle 
which he might wish to see, refresh their over 
wearied spirits by attending a part o£ the garri- 
son of Dot^las to the service of the day, which, 
as we have already seen, was of peculiar sanctity. 
Against such a proposal, the minstrel, a good 
Christian by precession, and, by his connexion, 
with the joyous science, a good fellow, having- 
no objections to offer, the two comrades, who 
had formerly little good-will towards each other,, 
commenced their morning's repast on that fated 
Palm Sunday, with all mtoner of cordiality and 
good fellowshjp* 
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. << Do not beliere, worfJiy minstrel^'' said the 
archer, *' that my master in any respect dispa- 
rages your worth or rank in referring you for 
company or conversation to so poor a man as 
myself. It is true, I am no officer of this garri- 
son; yet for an old archer, who, for these thirty 
years, has lived by bow and bowstring, I do not 
(Our Lady make me thankful !) hold less share in 
the grace of Sir John de Walton, the Earl of 
Pembroke, and other approved good soldiers, 
tiban many of those giddy young men on whom 
commissions are conferred, and to whom confi-' 
deuces are intrusted, not on account of what 
tkey have done, but what their ancestors have 
done before them. I pray you to notice among 
them one youth placed at our head in De Wal- 
ton's absence, and who bears the honoured name 
of Aymer de Valence, being the same with that 
of the Earl of Pembroke, of whom I have spo- 
ken ; this knight has also a brisk young page, 
whom men call Fabian Harbothel." 

'^ Is it to these gentlemen that your censure 
applies?' answered the minstrel; '' I should 
have judged differently, having never, in the 



CASTLE DANGEBOUS. (Sfil 

course of my experience, seen a young man 
more courteous and amiable than the young 
knight you named/' 

^< I nothing dispute that it may be so/' said the 
archer, hastening to amend the false step which 
he had made; ^^ but in order that it should be 
so, it ;will be necessary that he conform to the 
usages of his uncle, taking the advice of expe- 
rienced old soldiers in the emergencies which 
may present thenselres ; and not believing, that 
the knowledge, which it takes many years of 
observation to acquire, can be at once conferred 
by the slap of the flat of a sword, and the magic 
words, < Rise up, Sir Arthur* — or however the 
case may be." 

*^ Doubt not. Sir Archer," replied Bertram, 
** that I am fully aware of the advantage to be 
derived from conversing with men of experience 
like you : it benefiteth men of every persuasion, 
and I myself am ofib reduced to lament my want 
of sufficient knowledge of armorial bearings, 
signs, and cognizances, and would right fain have 
Ay assistance, where I am a stranger alike to 
the names of places, of persons, and description 



«f haamea aad emblema bjr wbieh gteat fEunilieB 
are distiiijruitlied from each other, so absolatriy 
necessary to the accompUshment of my presenl 
task*" 

^* PemK>]it aad bamieBB," answered tiie ait^er, 
*' I hare seen right many, and can assign, as it 
a scddier's wont, the name of die leader to the 
emblem wider which he musters. his^^foUawers; 
neverthelesB, worthy minstrel, I cannot presume 
to understand ndiat you call prophecies, with or 
under warranted authority of old painted books, 
expositions of dreams, oracles, revelations, mo^ 
eadoas of damned spirits, judtdak, astrologicals, 
and other gross and palpable offences, whereby 
men, pretending to have the asristanoe of the 
devil, do impose upon the common, pec^e, in 
spite of the warnings of the Privy Council ; no^ 
however, that I suspect you, worthy minstrel, of 
busyii^ yoursdf with these attempts to explain 
futurity, which are das^perous attempts, and may 
be truly said to be penal, and part of treason." 

^^ There is something in what you say,'' re* 
plied die minstrel ; << yet it applkth not to books 
And manuscriptB such as Ihava been oaosdting; 
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part of irbkk diiHgs therein written kaving al- 
ready come to pass, authorize us surely to expect 
Ike OQB^letion of tke rert; nor would I have 
much difficulty in showing you from this volume, 
that enough has been already proved true^ to 
entitle us to look with certainty to the accom- 
plishment of that which remains." 

^ I should be glad to hear that," answered 
die udier, who entertained little more tiian a 
solifiei^s belief respecting prophedes and augur 
Ties, but yet cared not bluntly to contradict the 
minstrel upon such subjects, as he had been in- 
structed by S^ John de Walton to eomply iriidi 
his hinnour. Accordingly the minstrd began 
-to recite rerses, which, in our time, the aUest 
mterpreter could not make sense out of. 

'< Wben tlie code crows, keey well Ida oomb. 

For the fox and the fuhnart they are false both. 

When the raven and the rook have rounded togedier, 

And the kid in hia eUif flhall accord to the aame^ 

Then shall ihey be bold, and soon to battle thereafter. 

llhen the birds of the raven ruga and reives, 

iknd iIk Jeal mat of JLotUaga aie levping on their horse ; 

Then shall the poor people be spoiled full near. 

And the Abbeys be burnt truly that stand upon Tweed ; 

Xicf^ ahdl bam Md di^ and great tnf auilw ; 
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Hmk aluJl no poor nun who m^ whose man lie ia : 
llien duU die land be lAwleea, for loTe there ia none. 
Then £deet ahall lunre foot folly fiye yeara ; 
Then truth aniclyahall be tint, and noneahaHlippettto oilier; 
The one oounng ahall not trust the othe^, 
Not the aon the fother, nor the fother the aon ; 
For to haye hia gooda he would hare him hanged,** 
kc»f kc»9 Ice. 



Tbe archer listened to these mystic prognose 
ticadons, whidi were not the less wearisome that 
they were, in a considerable degree, unintelli- 
gible ; at the same time subduing his Hotspur- 
like disposition to tire of the recitation, yet at 
brief intervals comforting himself with an appli- 
cation to the wine-flagon, and enduring as he 
might what he neither understood nor took inte- 
rest in. Meanwhile the minstrel proceeded with 
his explanation of the dubious and imperfect 
vaticinations of which we have given a sufficient 
specimen. 

^' Could you wish,*' said he to Greenlea^ '^ a 
more exact description of the miseries which 
have passed over Scotland in these latter days ? 
Have not these the raven and rook, the fox and 
the fttlmart, explained ; either because the nature 
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of the birds or beasts bear an individual resem- 
blance to those of the knights who displays them 
on their banners, or otherwise are bodied forth by 
actual blazonry on their shields, and come openly 
into the field to ravage and destroy? Is not the 
total disimion of the land plainly indicated by 
these words, that connexions of blood shall be 
broken asimder, that kinsmen shall not trust 
each other, and that the father and son, instead 
of putting faith in their natural connexion, shall 
seek each other's life, in order to enjoy his inhe- 
ritance ? The leal men of Lothian are distinctly 
mentioned as taking arms, and there is plainly 
allusion to the other events of these late Scot-^ 
tish troubles. The death of this last William is 
obscurely intimated under the ty^e of a hound^ 
which was that good lord's occasional cognizance. 

' The lioimd tliat was banned tlien muixled eball be, 
Wbo loved bim worst sball weep for bia wreck ; 
Yet sball a wbelp rise of tbe same race, 
Tbat rudely sball roar and rule tbe wbole northy 
And quit tbe wbole quarrel of old deeds done, 
f Tbougb be from bis bold be kept back awbile. 
True Tbomas told me tbis in a troublesome time, 
^la 41 bonrest morning at Eldoun bills,* 

TOL. IV. H 
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M Xhis hath a meaning, Sir Archer/' eoati- 
nned the muigtrel, ^' and which, flies as direedy 
to its mark as one of your ownarreivBy althovgli 
there may be some want of wisdom m mftlfifig 
the direet explication. Beings howeyer, upon 
assurance with you, I do not hesitate to tell you, 
that in my opinion this lion's whelp that waits 
its time, means this same celebrated Scottish 
prince, Robert the Bruce^ who, though repeat? 
edly defeated, has still, while hunted with bloods 
hounds, and surrounded by enemies of every 
sort, maintained his pretensions to the crown 
of Scotland, in despite of King Edward, now 
reigning*" 

^ Minstrel,'' answered the soldier, << you are 
my guest, an^'"^ have sat down together aa 
friends to tUs simple meal in good comrade^ 
^hip ; I must tell thee, however, though- 1 am 
loath to disturb our harmony, that thou art^ the 
first who hast adventured to speak a word before 
<7ilbert Greenleaf in favour of that outlawed 
traitor, Robert Bruce, wbo has by his seditions 
so long disturbed the peace of this realm* Take 
my advice, and be silent on this topic; for, 
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t^eliev^e me, the sword of a true English arch^ 
will spriag frotn its scabbard wiAout consent of 
its master, should it hear aught said to the dis* 
paragement of bonny St George and his ruddy 
cross; nor shall the authority of Thomas th^ 
Rhymer, or any other prophet in Scotland, Eng» 
'land, or Wales, be considered as an apology for 
such unbecoming predictions." 

^* I were loath to giye offence at any time,** 
said the minstrel, ^^ much more to provoke you 
to anger, when I am in the very act of experien>- 
dng your hospitality. I trust, however, you will 
remember that I do not come your uninvited 
guest, and that if I speak to you of future events, 
I do so without having the least intenti<m to add 
my endeavour to bring them to pass ; for, God 
knows, it is many years since my sincere prayer 
•has been for peace and happiness to all men, and 
*particiilarly honour and happiness to the land of 
•Bowmen, in which I was born, and which I am. 
abound to remember in my prayers beyond aU 
other nations in the world." 

^^ It is well that you do so," said the archer ; 
^ for so you shall best maintain your boundMi 
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« 

duty to the Mr land of yoar birth, which is the 
richest that the sun shines upon* Something, 
Jiowever, I would know, if it suits with your 
pleasure to tell me, and that is, whether you find 
any thing in these rude rhymes appearing to 
affect the safety of the Castle of Douglas, where 
we now are ? — for, mark me. Sir Minstrel, I have 
observed that these mouldering parchments, 
when or by whomsoever composed, have so far a 
certain coincidence with the truth, that when 
such predictions which they contain are spread 
abroad in the country, and create rumours of 
plots, conspiracies, and bloody wars, they are 
very apt to cause the very mischances which 
they would be thought only to predict.'^ 

" It were not very cautious in me," said the 
minstrel, *^ to choose a prophecy for my theme, 
which had reference to any attack on this gar- 
riison; for in such case I shotdd, according to 
your ideas, lay myself under suspicion of endea- 
vouring to forward what no person could more 
heartily regret than myself/' 

" Take my word for it, good friend,** said Ae 
archer, << that it shall not be thus with thee ; for 
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I neither will myself conceive ill of thee, nor 
report thee to Sir John de Walton as meditating 
hann towards him or his garrison, — nor, to speak 
truth, would Sir John de Walton be willing to 
believe any one who did. He thinks highly, 
and undoubtedly deservedly, of thy good faith 
towards thy lady, and would conceive it unjust 
to suspect the fidelity of one who has given evi« 
dence of his willingness to meet death rather 
than betray jthe least secret of his mistress/' 

** In preserving her secret," said Bertram, 
<^ I only discharged the duty of a faithful ser- 
vant, leaving it to her to judge how long such a 
secret ought to be preserved ; for a fEuthful ser« 
vant ought to think as little of the issue towards 
himself of the commission which he bears, as the 
band of flpx silk concerns itself with the secret 
of the letter which it secures. And, touching 
your question — I have no objections, although 
merely to satisfy your curiosity, to unfold to you 
that these old prophecies do contain some inti- 
mations of wars befalling in Douglas Dale, be- 
tween an haggard, or wild hawk, which I take 
to be tike cognizance of Sir John de Walton, and. 
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the three stars, or martlets, wUch s the oogni* 
zance of the Douglas ; and more particulars I 
could tell of these onslaughts, did I know where- 
abouts is a place in these woods termed Bloody 
Sykes, the scene also, as I comprehend^ of 
slaughter and death, between the followers of 
the three stars and those who hold the part of 
the Saxon, or King of England." 

" Such a place," replied Gilbert Greenleai^ 
^^ I have heard .often mentioned by that name 
among the natives of these parts ; nevertheless 
it is in vain to seek to discover the precise spot^ 
as these wily Scots conceal from us with care 
every thing respecting the geography of their 
country, as it is called by learned men ; but we 
may here mention the Bloody Sykes, Bottom- 
less Myre, and other places, as portentous names^ 
to which their traditions attach some signification 
of war and slaughter. If it suits your wish, how* 
ever, we can on our way to die church, try to 
find this place called Bloody Sykes, which I 
doubt not we sha,ll trace out long before the 
traitors who meditate an attack upon us will Snd 
a power sufficient for the attempt." 
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Accordingly the minstrel and archer, tiie latter 
of whom was by this time reasonably well re- 
freshed with wine, marched out of the Castle of 
Douglas, without waiting for others of the gar- 
rison, resolving to seek the dingle bearing the 
ominous name of Bloody Sykes, concerning 
which the archer only knew that by mere acci- 
dent he had heard of a place bearing such a 
name, at the hunting-match made under the 
auspices of Sir John de Walton, and knew that 
it lay in the woods somewhere near the town^of 
Douglas, and in the vicinage of the castle. 
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CHAPTER Xir. 

Matipmr, I caxuot cbooae ; aometimes lie angers om 
With telling me of tlie moldwarp and the ant. 
Of tlie dreamer Merlin, and his prophecies ; 
And of a dragon and a finless fish, 
A dipt-wingM griffin and a moulten raven, 
A couching lion, and a ramping cat. 
And such a deal of skimble-skamble stuff, 
As puts me from my £uth. 

King Henry IV* 

The conversation between the minstrel and 
the ancient archer naturally pursued a train 
somewhat resembling that of Hotspur and Glen-* 
d6wer, in which Gilbert Ghreenleaf by degrees 
took a larger share than was apparently consist* 
ent with his habits and education : but the truth 
was, tiiat as he exerted himself to recall the re« 
cogrnizances of military chieftains, their war-crie8|| 
emblems, and otiier. types by which tiiey distin- 
guished themselves in battie, and might undoubt- 
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edly be indicated in prophetic rhymes, be began 
to experience tbe pleasure which most men en-> 
tertain when they find themselves unexpectedly 
possessed of a faculty which the moment calls 
upon them to employ, and renders them import-* 
ant in the possession of. The minstreFs sound 
good sense was certainly somewhat surprised at 
the inconsistencies sometimes displayed by his 
companion, as he was carried off by the willing- 
ness to make show of his newly discovered faculty 
on the one hand, and, on the other, to call to 
mind the prejudices which he had nourished 
during his whole life against minstrels, who, 
with the whole train of legends and &bles, were 
the more likely to be false, as being generally 
derived from the " North Countrie.'* 
'. As they strolled from one glade of the forest 
to anojther, the minstrel began to be surprised at 
the number of Scottish votaries whom they met, 
and who seemed to be hastening to the church, 
and, as it appeared by the boughs which they, 
carried, to assist in the ceremony of the day. To 
each of these the archer put a question respect*, 
ing the existence of a place called Bloody Sykes,. 

m2 
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and wliere it was to be fbond — ^but all seemed 
^ther to be ignorant on the subjeet, or deabous 
of evading it, for wbidi they found some pretext 
in the jolly ardier^s manner of inteirogadon, 
which savoured a good deal of the genial break- 
fast. The general answer was, that they knev 
no such place, or had other matters to attend to 
upon the mom of a boly-tide than answering 
frivolous questions. At last, when, in one or two 
instances, the answer of the Scottish almost ap^ 
proached toaullenness, the minstrel remarked ity 
observing that there was ever some mischief on 
foot when the people of this country could not 
find a civil ansvrer to their betters, whicb is usih 
ally so ready among them, and that they appear- 
ed to be making a strong muster for the service 
of Palm Sunday. 

*^ You will doubtless, Sir Archer," continued 
the minstrel, <' make your report to your knight 
accordingly ; fot I promise you, that if you da 
not, I myself, whose lady's freedom is also conr 
cemed, will feel it my duty to place before Sk 
John de Walton the drcnmstancas which make 
me entertain suspicion of this extraordinary conr- 



&ienee of Socttidi men, and the sarluicis wkick 
has r^laoed their wonted courtesy q£ rnann^w." 

^^ Tush, Sir Minslarel," r^ied the ardiei^ 
displeased at Bertxam's interference, '' believe 
me, that armies have ere now depended on my 
report to the general, which has always beea 
perspicuous and dear, according to the duties of 
war. Your walk, my worthy Mend, has been m 
a separate department, such as affidrs of peace, 
old songs, prophecies, and the like, in wMeh it 
k £ur from my thoughts to contend with you ; 
but credit me, it will be most for the reputation 
of both, that we do not attempt to interfere mtk 
wbat amcems each other/' 

'< It is &r firom my wish to do so," relied the 
minstrel; ^^ but I would wish that a speedy setwn 
diould be made to the castle, in order to ask fiir 
John de Walton's opini<m of that whidi we have 
but just seten." 

<< To this," replied Greenlea^ ^ there can be 
as ckbgedion ; but, would you seek die governor 
at the hour which now is, you will find bim 
most readUly by going to the church -df Douglas 
te wUdi he regularly wends on occaaiana ancb 
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as the present, with the principal part of his offi-» 
cers, to ensure, by his presence, that no tumult 
arise (of which there is no little dread) between 
the English and the Scottish. Let us therefore 
hold to our original intention of attending the 
service of the day, and we shall rid ourselves of 
these entangled woods, and gain the shortest road 
to the church of Douglas.'' 

^^ Let us go then with all dispatch," said ilie 
minstrel; "and with the greater haste, that it 
appears to me that something has passed on this 
very spot this morning, which argues that the 
Christian peace due to the day has not been in- 
violably observed, What mean these drops of 
blood?' alluding to those which had flowed from 
die wounds of TurnbuU — " Wherefore is the 
earth impressed with these deep dints, the foot^ 
steps of armed men advancing and retreating, 
doubtless, according to the chances of a fierce 
and heady conflict ?' 

" By Our Lady," returned Greenleaf, "I must 
own that thou seest clear. What were jny eyes 
made of when they permitted thee to be the first 
discoverer of these signs of conflict ? Here am 



GiSTLE DANGEROUS. 277 

feathers of a blue plume, which I ought to re- 
member, seeing my knight assumed it, or at least 
permitted me to place it in his helmet, this morn- 
ing, in sign of returning hope, from the liveli- 
ness of its colour. But here it lies, shorn from 
his head, and, if I may guess, by no friendly 
hand. Come, friend, to the church — to the 
church — ^and thou shalt have my example of the 
manner in which De Walton ought to be sup- 
ported when in danger.'* 

He led the way through the town of Douglas, 
entering at the southern gate, and up the very 
street in which Sir Aymer de Valence had 
chaiged the Phantom Knight. 

We can now say more fully, that the church 
of Douglas had originally been a stately Gothic 
building, whose towers, arising high above the 
walls of &e town, bore witness td the grand- 
eur of its original construction. It was now 
partly ruinous, and the small portion of open 
space which was retained for public worship 
was fitted up in the famQy aisle, where its de- 
ceased lords rested from worldly labours and the 
strife of war. From the open ground in the 
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front of tile building, their eye couU punue a 
ooBsiderdble part of the couBeof theiiverDeiH 
gkfl, which approached the town fitom the souIIh 
west, bordered by a line of hills faaEitastically di* 
verafied in their appearance, and in inaay places 
covered with copsewood, which descended to- 
wards the Talley, and formed a part of the taa* 
gled and intricate woodland by ndiich the town 
was surrounded. The river itself, sweepinground 
the west side of the town, and from thowe north- 
ward, supplied that laige inuadalion or artifidal 
piece of water which we have already mentioia"* 
ed. Several of the Scottish people, bearing 
willow branches, ot those of yew, to re|^reseat 
the palms which were the symbol of the day, 
aeemed wanderii^ in the churchyard as if te 
attend the approach of some person of peeulia]: 
sanctity, or processiim of monks and firiais, oeme 
to render the homage due to the solemnity. At 
the moment almost that Bertram and his comp^ 
nion entered the churchyard, the Lady of Berha* 
ly, \vho was in the ad; of following Sir Johii 
de Walton into the church, after having wit? 
nessed his conflict with the young Knight aC 
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Donglas, caught a glimpse of lier fedthfiil rnixt^ 
Btrel, and instandy detennined to regain the 
company of that old servant of her hous9 and 
confidant of her fortunes, and trust to the chance 
afterwards of being rejoined by Sir John de 
Walton, with a sufficient party to provide £ar 
her safety, which she in no respect doubted it 
would be his care to collect. She darted away 
accordingly from the path in which she was ad* 
vandng, and reached the place where Bertram^ 
with his new acquaintance Greenleaf, were ma* 
king some enquiries of the soldiers of the Eng-* 
lish garrison, whom the service of the day had 
brought there. 

Lady Augusta Berkely, in the mean time, had 
an opportunity to say privately to her fidthfnl 
attendant and guide, *^ Take no notice of me, 
friend Bertram, but take heed, if possible, that 
we be not again separated from each other.'^ 
Having given him this hint, she observed tliat 
it was adopted by the minstrel, and that he 
presently afterwards looked round and set his 
eye upon her, as, muffled in her pilgrim's cloak, 
the slowly withdrew to another part of the 
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cemetery, and seemed to lialt until, detaching 
himself from Greenleaf, he should find an oppor-* 
tunitjr of joining her. 

Nothing, in truth, could have more sensibly- 
affected the faithful minstrel than the singular 
^ mode of commumcation which acquainted him 
that his mistress was safe, and at liberty to choose 
her own motions, and, as he might hope, dispo- 
sed to extricate herself from the dangers which 
surrounded her in Scotland by an immediate re- 
treat to her own country and domain. He would 
gladly have approached and joined her, but she 
took an opportunity by a sig^ to caution him 
against doing so, while at the same time he re- 
maineil somewhat apprehensive of the conse- 
quences of bringing her under the notice of his 
new friend, Greenleaf, who might perhaps dunk 
it proper to busy himself so as to gain some 
favour with the knight who was at the head of 
the garrison. Meantime the old archer con* 
tinned his conversation with Bertram, while the 
minstrel, like many other men similarly situated, 
heartily wished that his well-meaning compa- 
nion had been a hundred fathoms under ground. 
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SO Us evanishment had given him license to join 
his mistress ; but all he had in his power was to 
approach her as near as he could, without crea« 
ting any suspicion. 

** I would pray you, worthy minstrel," said 
Greenleaf, after looking carefully round, ^^ that 
we may prosecute together the theme which we 
were agitating before we c^me hither; is it not 
your opinion, that the Scottish natives have fixed 
this very morning for some of those dangerous 
attempts which they have repeatedly made, and 
which are so carefully guarded against by the 
governors placed in this district of Douglas by 
our good King Edward, our rightful sove-* 
reign ?" 

*^ I cannot see,** replied the minstrel, " on 
what grounds you found such an apprehension, 
or what you see here in the churchyard different 
from that you talked of as we approached it^ 
when you held me rather in scorn, for giving 
way to some suspicions of the same kind/' 

*« Do you not see," added the archer, " the 
numbers of men, with strange faces, and in va« 
nous disguisements, who are tLronging about 
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ancient mins, whidi are usually so soli- 
tarjr ? Yonder, tat example, sits a boy, who seeaas 
to shun observation, and wbose dress, I will be 
sworn, bas never been sbaped in Scotland.** 

** And if he is an En^ish pilgrim,*' replied 
the minstrel, observing that the archer pointed 
towards the Lady of Berkely, ^ he surely affords 
less matter of suspioon.'* 

^ I know not that,'* said dd Greenkaf, <<but 
I think it will be my duty to inform Sir John 
de Walton, if I can reach him, that there are 
many persons here, who in outward appearance 
neidier belong to Ike garrison, nor to this part 
<rf the country.** - ,^ 

^' Consider,** said Bertram, <^ before you h»« 
iBss with accusation a poor young man, and sub- 
ject him to the oonsequenoes which must neoes* 
sarily attend upon suq)icions of this, nature, how 
vaany drcumstanoes call forth men peculiarly to 
devotion at this period. Not oaalj is lUs the time 
of the triumphal entrance of the founder of the 
Christian religion into Jerusalem, but uSie day 
^**^lf is called Dominica Confitaitium, or the 
finaday of Confessow, and the palm-tree, ortibe 
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box and yew, which are used as its substitutes^ 
and which are distribute to the priests, are burnt 
solemnly to ashes, and those ashes distributed 
among the pious, by the priests, upon the Ash- 
Wednesday of the succeeding year, all which 
rites and ceremonies in our country are observed, 
by order of the Christian church ; nor ought you, 
gentle archer, nor can you without a crime, per- 
secute those as guilty of designs upon your gar- 
rison, who can ascribe their presence here to their 
desire to discharge the duties of the day ; and 
look ye at yon numerous procession approaching 
with banner and cross, and, as it appears, consist- 
ing of some churchman of rank, and his attend- 
ants ; let us first enquire who he is, and it is pro- 
bable we shall find in his name and rank sufficient 
security for the peaceable and orderly behaviour 
of those who^n piety has this day assembled at 
the church of Douglas." 

Greenleaf accordingly made the investigation 
recommended by his companion, and received 
information that the holy man, who headed the 
procession, was no other than the diocesan of 
the district, the Archbishop of Glasgow, irtio 
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had come to give his countenance to the rites 
with which the day was to be sanctified* 

The prelate accordingly entered the walls of 
the dilapidated churchyard, preceded by his cross- 
bearers, and attended by numbers, with boughs of 
yew and other evergreens, used on the festivity 
instead of palms. Among them the holy father 
showered hU blessing, accompanied by signs of 
the cross, which were met with devout excla- 
mations by such of the worshippers as crowded 
around him : — ** To thee, reverend feither, we 
apply for pardon for our offences, wMch we bum- 
bly desire to confess to thee, in order that we 
may obtain pardon from heaven.*' 

In this manner the congregation and the 
dignified clergyman met together, exchanging 
pious greeting, and seemingly intent upon no- 
thing but the rites of the day. The acclama- 
tions of the congregation mingled with the deep 
voice of the officiating priest, dispensing the 
sacred ritual ; the whole forming a scene which, 
conducted with the Catholic skill and ceremo- 
Bial, was at once imposing and aiSFecting. 

The archer, on seeing the zeal with which 
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the people in the churchyard, as well as a num- 
ber who issued from the chiurch, hastened proudly 
to salute the bishop of the diocese, was rather 
ashamed of the suspicions which he had enter- 
tained of the sincerity of the good man's pur- 
pose in coming hither. Taking advantage of a 
fit of devotion, not perhaps very common with 
old Greenleaf, who at this moment thrust him- 
self forward to share in those spiritual advan- 
tages which the. prelate was dispensing, Ber- 
tram slipped clear of his English friend, and, 
gliding to the side of the Lady Augusta, ex- 
changed, by the pressure of the hand, a mutual 
congratulation upon having rejoined company. 
On a sign by the minstrel, they withdrew to the 
inside of the church, so as to remain unobserved 
amidst the crowd, in which they were favoured by 
the dark shadows of some parts of the building* 
The body of the church, broken as it was^ 
and hung round with the armorial trophies of 
the last Lords of Douglas, furnished rather the 
appearapce of a sacrilegious desecrated ruin, than 
the inside of a holy place ; yet some care appear* 
^ to have been taken to prepare it for the ser** 
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yice of Ae day. At the lower end hung Ae 
great escatdieoa of the Earl of Dougia^ who 
had lately died a prisoner in England ; around 
Aat esctttcheon were placed the smaOer shields 
of his »xteen ancestors^ and a deep black sha- 
dow was diffused by the whole mass^ unless 
where relieved by the glance of the coronets, or 
the glknmer of bearings particularly gay in em« 
Uazonry. I need not say, timt in other respects 
the interim of tiie church was much dismantled, 
it beio^ the very same place in which Sir Aymer 
de Valence held an interview with the old sex- 
ton; and who now, dnmring into a separate comer 
some of the straggling parties whom be had col« 
lected, and brought to tiie church, kept on tii^ 
alert, and appeared ready for an attack as well 
at mid^*day as at the witching boar of midnigtit* 
This was the mm^ necessary, as the eye of 1% 
John de Walton seemed buried in searching 
firom <me place to anotiiery as if unaUe to find 
the object he was in quest o^ which the readei^ 
wfll easiLy understand to be the lady Augusta ^ 
Be*kely, of whcMn he bad lost ^ht in the prefr- 
«^Ae multitude. Attheeastem|wrtof thi» 
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cburch was fitted up a temporary altar, by tbe 
ride ei which, arrayed in his robes, t^e Arch-^ 
i»ah<^ of Glasgow had taken his place, with 
such priests and attendants as composed his 
episcopal retinue. His suite was neither nume* 
rous nor richly attired, nor did his own appear* 
ance present a splendid specimen of the weiilth 
and dignity of the episcopal order. When hei 
laid 4own, however, his golden cress, at the 
stern command of the King of England, that oi 
simple wood, which he assumed instead thereof, 
did not possess less authority, nor command less 
awe among the dergy and people of the diocese. 
The various persons, natives of Scotland, now 
gathered aroimd, seemed to watch his motions, 
as those of a descended saint, and the English 
waited in mute astonishment, apprehensive that 
at some unexpected signal an attack would be 
made upon them, either by the powers of eartli 
or heaven, or perhaps by both in combination. 
The truth is, that so great was the devotion of 
^le Scottish clergy of the higher ranks to th^ 
interests of the party of Brace, ttent the English 
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liad become jealous of permittuig them to intem 
fere even with those ceremonies of the church 
which were placed under theur proper manage- 
ment, and thence the presence of the Arch- 
bishop of Glasgow, officiating . at a high festival 
in the churdi of Douglas, was a circumstance 
of rare occurrence, and not unattended both 
with wonder and suspicion. A council of the 
church, however, had lately called the distin- 
guished prelates of Scotland to the discharge 
of their duty on the festivity of Palm Sunday, 
and neither English nor Scottish saw the cere- 
mony with indifference^ An unwonted silence 
which prevailed in the church, filled, as it ap- 
peared, with persons of different views, hopes, 
wishes, and expectations, resembled one ^of those 
solemn pauses which often take place before a 
strife of the elements, and are well understood 
to be the forerunners of some dreadful concus- 
sion of nature. All animals, according to their 
various nature, express their sense of the ap- 
proaching tempest; the cattle, the deer, and 
Pther inhabitants of the walks of the forest^ 
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tnthdraw to the inmost recesses x>f their pas- 
tures ; the sheep crowd into their fold ; and the 
dull stupor of universal nature, whether animate 
or inanimiate, presages its speedily awaking into 
general convulsion and disturbance, when the 
lurid lightning shall hiss at command of the 
diapason of the thunder. 

' It was thus that, in deep suspense, those who 
had come to the church in arms at the summons 
of the Douglas, awaited and expected every 
aoQoment a signal to attack ; while the soldiers oi: 
the English garrison, aware of the evil disposi- 
tion of the natives towards them, were reckoning 
every moment when the well-known shout q£ 
^^ Bows and bills !'* should give signal for a gene- 
ral conflict, and both parties, gazing fiercely upon 
each other, seemed to expect the fatal onset* 

Notwithstanding the tempest, which appeared 
every moment ready to burst, the Archbishop of 
Glasgow proceeded with the utmost solemnity to 
perform the ceremonies proper to the day; he 
.paused from time to time to 'survey the throng, 
;as if to calculate whether the turbulent passions 

vol-. IV* N 
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<if tliose aroaad him would be BO long kept iinder 
as to admit of his duties beii^ brought to a close 
in apmnner beeomiiig the time and phoe. 

The preiate had just conduded die sernoe^ 
when a perscm advanced towards him with a 
aolemn and moumfiil aspect, and asked if the 
rererend fiither could devote a few moments to 
administer comfort to a dying man who was lying 
wounded close by. 

Hie churdiman ngnified a ready aoquiescencei 
amidst m stillness whichy when he surteyed the 
lowering brows of one party at least of those who 
irere m ihe diurch, boded no peaceable tannins^ 
tion to this fiited day. The fi^her motioned^ to 
the messenger to show him the way, and proceed^ 
ed on his mission, attended by some of those who 
were understood to be followers of the Douglass 

There was something peculiarly striking, if 
not suspicioos, in the interview which followed. 
In a subterranean vault was deposited the person 
ixt a large tall man, whose blood flowed copiously 
ihrough twoor diree ghastly wounds, and stream- 
ed amongst the trasses of straw on which he lay ; 
whUe his features eiddbited a mixture of stem- 
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nefls and ferocity, which seemed prompt to kindlt 
into a still more sarage expreiision. 

The reader will probably conjecture that tha 
person in question was no other than Michael 
Tumbull) who, wounded in the rencounter of th^ 
morning, had been left by some of his friends 
upon the. straw, which ^ras arranged for him by 
way of couch, to live or die as he best couhL 
The Prelate, on entering the vault, lost no time-in 
calling the attention of die wounded man to the 
etate of his spiritual affairs, and assisting him to 
such comfort as the doctrine of the churdi directed 
should be administered to departing sinneriu The 
words exchanged between them were of that 
grave and severe character which passes between 
the ghosUy iather and his pupil, when one world 
is rolling away from the view of the sinner, and 
another is displaying itself in all its terrors, and 
thundering in the ear of the penitent that retri* 
bution which the deeds done in the fledh must 
needs prepare him to expect. This is oneef the 
most solemn* meetbgs which can teke place be* 
tween earthly beings ; and the courageous cbsifm 
racter of the Jedwood forester, as well as the be- 
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nevolent and pious expression of the old churcli- 
man^ considerably enhanced the pathos of the 
scene* 

" TumbuU/' said the churchman, ** I trust 
you will believe me when I say, that it grieves 
my heart to see thee brought to this situation by 
wounds which, it is my duty to tell you, you 
must consider mortal/' 

. ^< Is the chase ended then ?" said the Jedwood 
man, with a sigh. ^^ I care not, good father, for 
I think I have borne me as becomes a gallant 
quarry, and that the old forest has lost no credit 
by me, whether in pursuit, or in bringing to bay ; 
and even in this last matter, methinks this gay 
jKnglish. knight would not have come off with 
such advantage had the ground on which we 
Stood been alike indifferent to both, or had I been 
aware of his onset ; but it will be seen, by any 
one who takes the trouble to examine, that poor 
Michael Tumbull's foot slipped twice in the 
mel^e, otherwise it had not been his &te to be 
lying here in the dead-thraw;* while yonder 



* Qr death agony. 
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southron would probably Imve died like a dog, 
« upon this bloody straw, in his place." 

* The bishop replied, advising his penitent to 
turn from vindictive thoughts respecting the 
death of others, and endeavour to fix his atten- 
tion upon his own departure from existence, 
which seemed shortly about to take place, 

** Nay,'* replied the wounded man, " you, 
father, undoubtedly know best what is fit for me 
to do ; yet methinks it would not be very well 
with me, if I had prolonged to this time of day 
the task of revising my life, and I am not the 
man to deny that mine has been a bloody and a 
desperate one. But you will grant me I nev€fr 
bore malice to a brave enemy for having done 
me an injury, and show me the man, being a 
Scotchman born, and having a natural love for 
his own country, who hath not, in these times, 
rather preferred a steel cap to a hat and feather, 
OT who hath not been more conversant with 
drawn blades than with prayer-book; and you 
yourself know, father, whether, in our proceed- 
ings a^inst the English interest, we have not 
^uniformly had the countenance of the sincere 
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&then of the Scotti^lL Qiurcb^ and whether we 
have not be«a exhorted to take arms aiid make 
use oi them for the honour of the King^ of Scot- 
knd, and the defence of our own rights." 

^^ Undoubtedly i" said the prelate, <^ such have 
been our exhortations towards our oppressed 
countrymen, nor do I now teach you a different 
doctrine ; nevertheless, having now blood around 
me, and a dying man befcMre me, I have need to 
pray that I have not been misled from the true 
path, and thus become the means of misdirecting 
others. May Heaven forgive me if Uave done 
so, since I have only to plead my sincere and 
honest intention in excuse for the erroneous 
counsel whidi I may have given to you and 
others touching these wars. I am conscious that 
in encouraging you iso to stain yotir swords in 
blood, I have departed in some degree fir<mi the 
character of my profession, which enjoins that 
we neither shed blood, nor aire the occasion of its 
being shed* May Heaven enable us to obey 
our duties and to repent of our errors, especially 
such as have occasioned the death or distress of 
our fellow-creatures I And, above dll> may this 
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dying Christian become aware of his errors, and 
repent with sincerity of haying done to others 
that which he would not willingly hare suffered 
at their hand !" 

" For that matter/' answered Tumbull, " the 
time has never been when I would not exchange 
a blow with the best man who ever lived ; and 
if I was not in constant practice of the sword, it 
was because I have been brought up to the use 
of the Jedwood-axe, which the English call a 
partisan, and which makes little difference, I 
understand, from the sword and poniard." 

^^ The distinction is not great,'' said the bi- 
shop ; ^< but I fear, my friend, that life taken 
with what you caQ the Jedwood-aze, gives you 
no privilege over him who commits the same" 
deed, and inflicts the same injury, with any 
other weapon." 

" Nay, worthy fether," said the penitent, " I 
must own that the effect of the wef^ons is the 
same, as far as concerns the man who suffers ; 
but I would pray of you information, why 9 Jed<» 
wood man ought not to use, as is the custom of 
hi9 country, a Jedwood-axe, being, as is implied ' 
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in the name, the offensive weapon proper to his 
country r 

<< The crime of mnrder/' said the bishop, 
<< consists not in the weapon with which the 
crime is' inflicted, but in the pain which the mur- 
derer inflicts upon his fellow-creature, and the 
breach of good order which he introduces into 
heaven's lovely and peaceable creation ; and it is 
by turning your repentance upon this crime that 
you may fairly expect to propitiate Heaven for 
your offences, and at the same time to escape 
the consequences which are denounced in Holy 
Writ against those by whom man's blood shall 
be shed/' 

<^ JBut, good father," said the wounded man, 
^ you know as well as any one, that in»this com- 
pany, and in this very church, there are upon the 
watch scores of both Scotchmen and English- 
men, who come here not so much to discharge 
the religious duties of the day, as literally to 
bereave ^ach other of their lives, and give a new 
example of the horror o£ those feuds which the 
two extremities of Britain nourish against each 
other. What conduct, then, is a poor man like 
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me to hold ? Am I not to raise this hand against 
the English, which methinks I can still make a 
tolerably efficient one— or am I, for the first time 
in my life, to hear the war-cry when it is raised, 
and hold back my sword from the slaughter? 
Methinks it will be difficult, perhaps altogether 
impossible, for me to do so ; but if such is the 
pleasure of Heaven, and your advice, most reve- 
rend father, unquestionably I must do my best 
to be governed by your directions, as of one who 
has a right and title to direct us in every <Klem- 
ma, or case, as they term it, of troubled con- 
science." 

* " Unquestionably," said the archbishop, " it 
is my duty, as I have already said, to give no 
occasion this day for the shedding of blood, or 
the breach of peace ; and I must charge you, as 
my penitent, that upon your soul's safety, you do 
not minister any occasion to affray or bloodshed, 
either by maintaining such in your own person, 
or inciting others to the same ; for by following 
Tt different course of advice, I am certain that 
"you, as well as myself,* would act sinfully and 
out of character.*' 

n2 
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<^ So I will endeavcur to tibink, rererend fbiher/' 
answered the huntsman ; ^< nerertheless I h(^ 
it will be remembered in my &your, that I am 
the firBt person bearing the surname of TurnbuU^ 
together with the proper name of the Prince of 
Archangels himself, who has at any time been 
able to sustain the affront occasioned by the pre- 
sence of a southron with a drawnsword, and was 
not thereby provoked to pluck forth his own 
weapon, and to lay about him/' 

^^ Take care, my son," returned the Prelate 
of Glasgow, ^^ and observe, that even now thou 
art departing from those resolutions which, but 
a few minutes since, thou didst adc^t upon seri- 
ous and just consideration; wherefore do not be^ 
O my son ! like the sow that has wallowed in the 
mire, and^ having been washed, repeats its act <d 
pollution, and becomes again yet fouler than it 
was before." 

*^ Well, reverend father," replied the wounded 
man, << although it seems almost unnatural for 
Scottish men and English to meet and part with- 
out a buffet, yet I will endeavour most faithfully 
not to minister any occasion of strife, aor, if 
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foaihle^ to snaick at any such oecasioa as AaiH 
be ministcired to me" 

<^ In doii^ so,'' Fetorned die bishi^ ^ thou wilt, 
best atone for the injury which thou hast done to 
tiie faiw of Heaven upon former occasions, and 
iSkovL shalt prevent the causes for strife betnixt 
thee and thy brethren of the soudtem land, and 
shalt eschew the temptation towards that bio9d<- 
guiltiness which is so rife in this our day and 
generation. And do not think that I am iDq)osing 
upon 'thee, by these admonitions, a duty more 
difficult than it is in thy covenant to bear, as a 
man and as a Christian. I myself am a man, and 
a Scotchman, and, as sudi, I feel offended at the 
unjust conduct of the English towards our coon* 
try and sovereign; and thinking as you do your-^ 
sel^ I know what you must suffer when you are . 
obliged to submit to national insults, unretaliated- 
and unrevenged. But let us not c<mceive our- 
selves the agents of that retributive vengeance* 
which Heaven has, in a peculiar degree, decla- 
red to be its own attribute. Let us, while we 
see and feel the injuries inflicted on our own 
country, not forget that our own raids, ambus-, 
cadiss, and surprisals, have been at least equally 
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fiUal to the English as their attacks and forays 
hare been to us ; and, in short, let the mutual 
injuries of the crosses of Saint Andrew and of 
Saint George be no longer considered as hos- 
tile to the inhabitants of the opposite district, at 
least during the festivals of religion ; but as they. 
ue mutually dgiis of redemption, let them be, 
in like manner, intimations of forbearance and 
peace on both sides." 

<< I am contented,'' answered Tumbull, <^ to 
abstain from all offences towards others, and shall 
even end^vour to keep myself from resenting 
those of others towards me, in the hope of bring- 
Big to pass such a quiet and godly state of things 
as your words, reverend frtther, induce me to 
expect" Turning his face to the wall, the Bor-^ 
derer lay in stern expectation of approaching 
death, which the bishop left him to contemplate. 

The peaceful disposition which the prelate had 
inspired into Michael Tumbull, had in some 
degree diffused itself among those present, who 
heard with awe the spiritual admonition to su** 
pend the national antipathy, and remain in truce 
^nd amity with each other. Heaven had, h<nv-r 
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ever, decreed that the national quarrel, in-^hidi 
so much blood had been sacrificed, should that 
day again be the occasion of deadly strife. 

A loud flourish of trumpets, seeming to pro- 
ceed from beneath the earth, now rung through 
the church, and roused the attention of the sol- 
diers and worshippers then assembled. Most of 
those who heard these warlike sounds, betook 
themselves to their weapons, as if they considered 
it useless to wait any longer for the signal of 
conflict. Hoarse voices, rude exclamations, the 
f attle of swords against their sheathes, or their 
clashing against other pieces of armour, gave an 
awful presage of w onset, which, however, was 
for a time averted by the exhortations of the arch- 
bishop* A second flourish of trumpets having 
taken place, the voice of a herald made prdda-' 
matidn to the following purpose : — - 

*• That whereas there were many noble pur- 
suivants of chivalry presently assembled in the 
Kirk of Douglas, and whereas there existed 
among them the usual causes of quarrel and 
points of debate for their advancement in chi- 
valry, therefore the Scottish knights were ready 
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to figM any number <if the English who might 
be agreed, either upon the superior beauty of 
their ladies, or upon the national quarrel in any 
of its branches, or upon whatsoever point might 
be at issue between them, which should be 
deemed satisfactory ground <^ quarrel by both; 
and the kn^hts who should chance to be worsted 
in such dispute, i^ould renounce the prosecution 
thereof or die» bearing arms therein thereafter, 
with such other conditions to ensue upon tiieir 
defeat as might be agreed upon by a council of 
the knights present at the Kirk of Douglas afore* 
said. But foremost of all, any number of Scot- 
tish knights, from one to twenty, will defend die 
quarrel which has already drawn blood, touching 
the freedom of Lady Augusta de Berkely, and 
the renditi<m of Douglas Castle to the owner 
here present. Wherefore it is required that tiie 
English knights do intimate tiieir consent that 
such trial of valour take place, which, acc(M*ding 
to the rules of chivalry, they cannot refuse, with- 
out losing utterly the reputation of valour, and 
incurring the diminution of such ^tiier degree 
of estimation as a courageous pursuivant of arms 
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would willingly be held in, both by the good 
knights of his own country, and those of others.'^ 

This unexpected gage of battle realized the 
worst fears of those who had looked with suspi • 
eion on the extraordinary assemblage this day 
of the dependants of the House of Douglas. 
After a short pause, the trumpets again flourished 
lustily, when the reply of the English knights 
was made in the following terms : — 

** That God forbid the rights and privileges of 
England's knights, and the beauty of her damsels, 
shoidd not be asserted by her children, or that 
such English knights as were here assembled, 
should show the least backwardness to accept 
the combat offered, whether grounded upon the 
superior beauty of their ladies, or whether upon 
the causes of dispute between the countries, for 
either or all of which the knights of England 
here present were willing to do battle in the 
tenns of the indenture aforesaid, while sword 
mid lance shall endure. Saving and excepting 
>the surrender of the Castle of Douglas, whidi 
can be rendered to no one but England's king^ 
or those acting under his orders." 
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CHAPTER XIIL ^ 

Cry the wild war.Aote» let the champions pass, 

Do bravely each, and God defend the right ; 

Upm Saint Andrew thrioe can they thus cry. 

And thrioe they shout on height. 

And then marked them on the Englishment 

As I have told you right. 

Saint George the bright, our ladies* knight. 

To name they were full fain ; 

Our Englishmen they cried on height, 

And thrice they about again. 

Old Ballad. 

The eztraordinaiy crisis mentioned in the 
preceding chapter, was the cause, as may be 
supposed, of the leaders on both sides now 
throwing aside all concealment, and displaying 
their utmost strength, by marshalling their 
Tespective adherents; the renowned ICnight of 
Douglas, with Sir Malcolm Fleming and other 

distinguished cavaliers, were seen in close con- 
sultation. 
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Sir John de Walton, startled by the first flou- 
rish of trumpets, while anxiously endeavouring 
to secure a retreat for the Lady Augusta, was in 
a moment seen collecting his followers, in which 
he was assisted by the active friendship of the 
Knight of Valence. 

The Lady of Berkely showed no craven spirit 
at these warlike preparations; she advanced, 
closely followed by the faithful Bertram, and a 
female in a riding-hood, whose face, though care<* 
fully concealed, was no other than that of the 
unfortunate Margaret de Hautlieu, whose worst 
fears had been realized as to the faithlessness of 
her betrothed knight. 

A pause ensued, which for some time no one 
present thought himself of authority sufficient to 
break. 

At last the Knight of Douglas stepped for- 
ward and said, loudly, ^< I wait to know whether 
Sir John de Walton requests leave of James of 
Douglas, to evacuate his castle tdthout further 
wasting that daylight which might show us to 
judge a fair field, and whether he craves Dou- 
glas's leave and protection in doing so ?* 
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The Knight of Walton drew his swonL << I 
hold the Castle of Douglas/' he said, «' in spite 
of all deadly, — and nerer will I ask the proteo* 
tion from any one which my own sword is ooox'* 
patent to afford me i^ 

'< I stand by you. Sir John,'' said Aymer de 
Valence, << as your true comrade, against what- 
ever odds may oppose themselves to us«" 

** Courage, noble English," said the voice of 
Greenleaf ; *^ take your weapons, in God's name* 
Bows and bills ! bows and bills ! — A messenger 
brings us notice that Pembroke is in full march 
hither from the borders of Ayrshire, and will be 
ivith us in half an hour. Fight on, gallant £ng« 
lish t Valence to the rescue ! and long life to 
the gallant Earl of Pembroke t" 

Those English within and around the church 
BO longer delayed to take arms, and De Walton, 
crying out at the height of his voice, ^^ I implore 
the Douglas to look nearly to the safety of the 
ladies," fought his way to the church door ; the 
Scottish finding themselves unable to resist the 
impression of terror which affected them at the 
sight of this renowned knight, seconded by his 
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'brother-in««rmSy both of whom had been so long 
the t^TOT of the district In the meantime, it 
IS possible that De Walton might altogether have 
forced his way out of ftie church, had he not been 
met boldly by the young son of Thomas Dickson 
of Hazelside, while his fieither was receiving from 
Douglas the charge of preserving the stranger 
ladies from all harm from the fight, which, so 
long suspended, was now on the point of taking 
place. 

' De Walton, in the meantime, cast his eye upon 
the Liady Augusta, with a desire of rushing to 
&e rescue ; but was forced to conclude, that he 
provided best for her safety by leaving her under 
the protection of Douglas's honour. 

Young Dickson, in the meantime, heaped blow 
on blow, seconding with all his juvenile courage 
every effort he could make, in order to attain the 
prize due to the conqueror of the renowned De 
Walton. 

*^ Silly boy," at length said Sir John, who had 
for some time forborne the stripling, ^^ take, theUi 
thy death from a noble haodj since thou preferrest 
that to peace and length of days." 
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<^ I care not," said the Scottish youth, with 
his dying breath ; ^ I have lived long enough, 
since I have kept you so long in the place where 
you now stand/' 

And the youth said truly, for as he fell never 
again to rise, the Douglas stood in his place, 
and without a word spoken, again engaged with 
De Walton in the same formidable single com- 
bat, by which they had already been distin- 
guished, but with even additional fury. Aymer 
de Valence drew up to his friend De Walton's 
left hand, and seemed but to desire the apology 
of one of Douglas's people attempting to second 
him, to join in the firay ; but as he saw no person 
who seemed disposed to give him such oppor- 
tunity, he repressed the inclination, and remained 
an ujiwilling spectator. At length it seemed as if 
Fleming, who stood foremost among the Scottish 
knights, was desirous to measure his sword with 
De Valence. Aymer himself, burning with the 
desire of combat, at last called out, <^ Faithless 
Knight of Boghall f step forth and defend your- 
self gainst the imputation of having deserted 



CASTLE DANGEROUS. $09 

your lady love, and of being a manswom disgrace 
to the rolls of chivalry !'' 

*' My answer," said Fleming, ^< even to a less 
gross taunt, hangs by my side.'* In an instant 
his sword was in his hand, and even the practised 
warriors who looked on felt difficulty in di^ 
covering the progress of the strife, which rather 
resembled a thunder-storm in a mountainous 
country, than the stroke and parry of two swords, 
offending on the one side, and keeping the de- 
fensive on the other. 

Their blows were exchanged with surprising 
tepidity ; and although the two combatants did 
not equal Douglas and De Wakon in maintain* 
ing a certain degree of reserve, founded upon 
a respect which these knights mutually enter- 
tained for each other, yet the want of art was 
supplied by a degree of fury, which gave chance 
at least an equal share in the issue. 

Seeing their superiors thus desperately engft* 
ged, the partisans, as they wjere accustomed^ 
stood still on either side, and looked on with the 
reverence which they instinctively paid to their 
commanders and leaders in arms* One or two 
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«f die women were in the meanwUie attracted 
aocordiiig to the nature of die 8ex, byeompassioA 
ipr dMie who had already experienced the ca« 
•■altieB of war. Yoni^ IKckaon, breadiing bif 
lart MMWg die feet of die combatantB, was in 
aoine sort rewned firom die tmnnlt by die Lady 
de Beikefy, in wbom die acd<HL seemed leas 
s liang e, owing to the pilgrim's dreas which she 
still idained, and wha in Tun endeavoured to 
aolicit die attention of die boy's fiaither to dM 
task in which she was engaged. 

^ Comber yourself no^ lady, abont diat wluch 
is boodcos," said old Dickson, '< and distract not 
yoor own attention and mine book preserving 
yon» whom it is die Dooglas^s wish to rescue^ and 
iHiom, so {dease God and Ssint Bride, loonsider 
as placed by my chieftain under my charge. Be^ 
Beve me^ this youdi's death is in no way forgot* 
ten, though diis be not die time to remember it» 
A time will come for reocdlecdon, and an hour 
fiff revenge." 

So said the stem old man, revertii^ his eyes 
fi»a die bloody corpse which lay at his fee^ a 
■Midel of beauty and atrengdu Having takms 
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one more anxious look, he turned rounds and 
placed himself where he could best protect the 
Lady of Berkely, not again turning his eyes on 
his son's body. 

In the interim the comb^ continued, without 
the least cessation on either side, and without a( 
decided advantage. At length, however, fate' 
seemed disposed to interfere; the Knight of 
Fleming, pushing fiercely forward, and brought 
by chance almost dose to the person of the Lady 
Margaret Hautlieu, missed his blow, and his foot 
sliding in the blood of the young victim, Dick-i 
son, he fell before his antagonist, and was in 
imminent danger of being at his mercy, when 
Margaret de Hautlieu, who inherited the soul of 
a warrior, and, besides, was a very strong, as well 
as an undaunted person, seeing a mace of no great 
weight lying on the floor, where it had been 
dropt by the fallen Dickson, it at the same instant 
caught her eye, armed her hand, and intercepted 
or struck down the sword of Sir Aymer de 
Valence, who^would otherwise have remained the 
master of the day at that interesting moment 
Jleming had more to do to avail himself oCan 
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unexpected chance of recovery^ than to make a 
oommentary upon the manner in which it had 
been so gingularly brought about ; he instantly 
seeovered the advantage he had lost, and was able 
in ihe ensuing close to trip up the feet of his 
antagonist, who fell on the pavement, while the 
voice of his conqueror, if he could properly be 
tenned such, resounded through the church with 
the &tal words, ^< Yield thee, 'Aymer de Valence 
—rescue or no rescue — ^yield thee ! — yield thee!" 
lie added, as he placed his sword to the throat of 
the fallen knight, ^* not to me, but to this noble 
Lady — ^rescue or no rescue." 

With a heavy heart the English knight per^^ 
ceived that he had fairly lost so favourable an 
opportunity of acquiring fame, and was obliged 
to submit to his destiny, or be slidn upon the 
spot. There was only one consolation, that no 
battle was ever more honourably sustained, being 
gained as much by accident as by valour* 

The fate of the protracted and desperate com* 
bat between Douglas andDe Waltondid not mudi 
longer remain in suspense; indeed, the number 
of conquests in single combat achieved by the 
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Douglas in these wars, was so great, as to make 
it doubtful whether he was not, in personal 
strength and skill, even a superior knight to 
Bruce himself, and he was at least acknowledged 
nearly his equal in the art of war. 

So however it was, that when three quarters 
of an hour had passed in hard contest, Douglas 
and De Walton, whose nerves were not actually 
of iron, began to show some signs that their hu-» 
man bodies were feeling the effect of the dread- 
ful exertion. Their blows began to be drawn 
more slowly, and were parried with less celerity* 
Douglas, seeing that the combat must soon come 
to an end, generously made a signal, intimating 
to his antagonist to hold his hand for an instant.- 

^' Brave De Walton," he said, << there is no 
mortal quarrel between us, and you must be 
sensible that In this passage of fums, Douglas^ 
tboi^h he is only worth his sword and his doak, 
has absttdned from taking a decisive advantage 
when the chance of arms has more than once 
offered it My fiither's house, the broad do- 
mains around it, the dwelling, and the graves of 

VOL. IV. o 
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■ly aneeitorSy form a reasonable reward for a 
knight to fight for, and eall upon me in an im- 
perative voice to prosecute tlie strife which has 
•aeh an object, while you are as welcome to the 
noble lady, in all honour and safety, as if you 
had receired her from the hands of King Ed- 
ward himself; and I give you my word, that the 
utoost honours which can attend a prisoner, and 
a careful absence of every thing like injury or 
insult, shall attend De Walton when he yields 
«p the castle, as well as his sword, to James of 
Ibuglas/' 

<< It is the fieite to which I am perhaps doom-* 
ed,** replied Sir John de Walton ; ^< but nev^ 
ivill I voluntarily embrace it> and never shall it 
be said that my own tongue, saving in the last 
extremity, pronounced upon me the fatal sen« 
tenoe to sink the point of my own^ sword. Pem* 
broke is upon the march with hki whole anay» 
to rescue the garrbon of Douglas. I hear the 
tramp of his horse's feet even loow; and I will 
maintain my ground while I am within reach of 
support; nor do I fear diat the breath which 
now begins to faU will not last long enougk to 
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ujphold tbie struggle till the arrival of the ex^ 
pected succour. Come on, then, and treat ne 
net as a child, but as one who, whether I stand . 
or &11, fears not to encounter the utmost force 
of my knightly antagonist" 

^^ So be it then," said Douglas, a darkscone 
hue, like the lurid colour of the thunder-doud^ 
changing his brow as he spoke, intimating that 
lie meditated a ^edy end to the contest, whea9 
just as the noise of horses' feet drew nigh, a 
Welsh knight, known as such by the diminutive 
size of his steed, his naked limbs, and his bloody 
spear, called out loudly to the combatants to hold 
their handst 

^* Is Pembroke near ?" said De Walton* 

^* No nearer than Loudon Hill," said the Pres- 
tantin ; << but I bring his commimds to John' de 
Walton." 

<^ I stand ready to obey them throi^h every 
danger," answered the knight* 

^^ Woe is me," said the Welshman, ^ that 
my mouth should bring to the ears of so brave 
• man tidings so unwelcome ! The Earl of 
•Pembroke yesterday received iaibimatioa that 
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tlie Gacde of Donglas was attacked bjr the son 
of tlie deoeaaed Earl, and the whole inhabitants 
of the district Pembroke, on hearing this, re- 
solred to mardi to yonr support, noble kmght^ 
with all the forces he had at his disposaL He 
did so, and accordingly^ entertained every assu- 
rance of relieving the castle, when unexpectedly 
he met, on Loudon HiU, a body of men of no 
very inferior force to his own, and having at thdv 
head that £unons Bruce whom the Scottish rebels 
acknowle^;e as their king* He marched in- 
standy to the attack, swearing he would not even 
draw a comb through his grey beard nndl he had 
rid England of this recurring plague. But the 
fiite of war was against us.'' 

He stopt here for lack of breath. 

^ I thought so r exclaimed Douglas. «' Ro- 
bert Bruce will now sleep at night, since he has 
paid home Pembroke for the slaughter of his 
friends and the dispersion of his army at M^th-* 
uen Wood. His men arc, indeed, accustomed 
to meet with dangers, and to conquer them! 
those who follow him have been trained under 
Wallace, besides being partakem of the peril* 
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of Bruce himself* It was thought that the waves 
had swallowed them when they shipped them- 
selves from the west; but know, that the Bruce 
was determined with the present reviving spring 
to awaken his pretensions, and that he retires 
not from Scotland again while he lives, and while 
a single lord remains to set his foot by his sove- 
reign, in spite of all the power which has been so 
feloniously employed against him." 

** It is even too true/' said the Welshman 
Meredith, ** altliough it is said by a proud 
Scotchman. — The Earl of Pembroke, complete- 
ly defeated, is unable to stir from Ayr, towards 
^hich he has retreated with great loss ; and he 
sends his instructions to Sir John de Walton, to 
make the best terms he can for the surrender of 
the Castle of Douglas, and trust nothing to his 
support," 

The Scottish, who heard this unexpected news, 
joined in a shout so loud and energetic, that the 
ruins of the ancient church seemed actually to 
rock, and threaten to fall on the heads of those 
who were crowded within it. 

The brow of De Walton was overclouded at 
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the news of Pembroke's defeat, althougli in some 
respects it placed him at liberty to take measures 
or the safety of Lady Berkely. He could not, 
faoweyer, claim the same honourable terms which 
had been offered to him by Douglas before die 
news of the battle of Loudon Hill had arrired. 

^** Noble knight," he said, ^^ it is entirely at 
your pleasure to dictate the terms of surrender 
of your paternal castle ; nor have I a right to 
claim from you those conditions which, a little 
while since, your generosity put in my offer. 
But I submit to my fate ; and upmi whatever 
terms you think fit to grant me, I must be con« 
tent to offer to surrender to you the weapon, of 
which I now put the point in the earth, in evi- 
dence that I will never more direct it against 
you until a fair ransom shall place it once more 
at my own disposal." 

<< God forbid," answered the noble James of 
Douglas, ^^ that I should take such advantage of 
l^e bravest knight out of not a few who have 
feimd me work in battle ! I will take example 
from the Knight of Fleming, who has gallantly 
bestowed his captive in guerdon upon a noble 



i 
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damsel here present ; and in like manner I trans* 
fer my claim upon the person of the redoubted 
Knight of Walton, to the high and noble Lady 
Augusta Berkely, who, I hope, will not scorn 
to accept from the Douglas a gift which the 
chance of war has thrown into his hands.*' 

Sir John de Walton, on hearing this tmex-^ 
pected decision, looked up like the traveller who 
discovers the beams of the sun breaking through 
and dispersing the tempest which has accompa^ 
nied him for a whole morning. The Lady of 
Befkely recollected what became her rank, and 
showed her sense of the Douglas's chivalry* 
Hastily wiping off the tears which had unwill^ 
ingly flowed to her eyes, while her lover's safety 
and her own were resting on the precarious issue 
of a desperate combat, she assumed the look 
proper to a heroine of that age, who did not feel 
averse to accept the importance which was oott'^ 
ceded to her By the general voice of the chivalry 
•f the period. Stepping forward, bearing her 
person gracefully, yet modestly, in the attitude 
0I a lady accustomed to be looked to in 
eokies like the present, she addressed the 
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ence in a tone which might not have misbecome 
the Croddess of Battle dispersing her influence 
at the close of a field covered with the dead and 
the dying. 

^< The noble Douglas," she said, '^ shall not 
pass without a prize from the field which he has 
£0 nobly won. This rich string of brilliants, 
which my ancestor won from the Sultan of Tre- 
bisond, itself a prize of battle, will be honoured 
by sustaining, imder the Douglases armour, a 
lock of hair of the fortunate lady whom the vic- 
torious lord has adopted for his guide in chivalry ; 
fmd if the Douglas, till he shall adorn it with 
that lock, will permit the honoured lock of hear 
which it now bears to retain its station, she on 
whose head it grew will hold it as a signal that 
poor Augusta de Berkely is pardoned for having 
gaged any mortal man in strife with the Knight 
of Douglas." 

« Woman's love," replied the Douglas, " shall 
not divorce this locket from my bosom, which I 
will keep tUl the last day of my life, as emble- 
matic of female worth and female virtue. And, 
not to encroach upon the valued and honoured 



CASTLE DANGEROUS. $21' 

province of Sir John de Walton, be it known to 
all men, that whoever shall say that Lady Au- 
gusta de Berkely has, in this entangled matter, 
acted otherwise tluui becomes the noblest of her 
sex, he will do well to be ready to maintain such 
a proposition with his lance, against James of 
Douglas, in a fair field." 

This speech was heard with approbation on 
all sides ; and the news brought by Meredith of 
the defeat of the Earl of Pembroke, and his sub- 
sequent retreat, reconciled the fiercest of the 
English soldiers to the surrender of Douglas 
Castle. The necessary conditions were speedily 
agreed on, which put the Scottish in possession 
of this stronghold, together with the stores, both 
of ar«^s and ammunition, of every kind, which 
it contained. The garrison had jt to boast, that 
they obtained a free passage, with their horses 
and arms, to return by the shortest and safest 
route to the marches of England, without either 
suffering or inflicting damage. 

Margaret of Hautlieu was not behind in act- 
ing a generous part ; the gallant Knight of Va- 

4 

lence wad allowed to accompany his friend De 



\ 



SM CAgTtS DilKOEROUS» 

Walton and the Lady Angusta to England, uid 
without Tansom* 

Hie venerable prelate of Glasgow, seeing 
irhat appeared at one time likely to end in a 
general conflict^ terminate so anspiciousljr for 
his country, contented himself with bestowing 
his blessing on the assembled multitude, and 
retiring with those who came to assist in the 
service of the day. 

This scffrender of Douglas Castle upon the 
Fislm Sunday of 19th March, 1806-7, was the 
beginning of a career of conquest which was 
uninterrupted, in which the greater part of the 
strengths and fortriesses of Scotland were yield* 
ed to those who asserted the liberty of their 
country, until the crowning mercy was gained 
in the celebrated field of Bannockbum, where 
the English sustained a defeat more disastroue 
tiian is mentioned upon any other occasion in 
tlieir annals* Little need be said of the &te of 
the persons of this story. King Edward wa» 
greatly enraged at Sir John de WalUm for ha« 
ving surrendered the Castle of Douglas, seco-^ 
ring at the same time his own object, the eimed 
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lumd of the heiress of Berkely, The knights 
to whom he referred the matter as a subject of 
enquiry, gave it nevertheless as their opinion 
that De Walton was void of all censure, having 
disdiai^ed his duty in its ftdlest extent, till the 
commands of his superior officer obliged him to 
surrender the Dangerous Casde* 

A singular renewal of intercourse took place, 
many months afterwards, between Margaret 
of Hautlieu and her lover. Sir Malcolm Fle- 
ming. The use which the lady made of her 
freedom, and of the doom of the Scottish Parlia- 
ment, which put her in possession of her fietther's 
inheritance, was to follow her adventurous spi- 
rit through dangers not usually encountered by 
those of her sex ; and the Lady of Hautlieu was 
not only a daring follower of the chase, but it 
was said that she was even not daunted in the 
batde-^Id. She remained £edthfal to the politi- 
cal principles which she had adopted at an early 
period ; and it seemed as if she had formed the 
gaUant resolution of shaking the god Cupid from 
her horse's mane, if not treading him beneath 
her horse's feet. 
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The Fleming, although he had vanished from 
the neighbourhood of the counties of Lanark and 
Ayr, made an attempt to state his apology to 
the Lady de Haudieu herself, who returned his 
letter unopened, andlremained to all appearance 
resolved never again to enter upon the topic of 
their original engagement. It chanced, how- 
ever, at a later period of the war with England, 
while Fleming was one night travelling upon the 
Border, after the ordinary &shion of one, who 
sought adventures, a waiting-maid, equipped in 
a £Emtastic habit, asked the protection of his arm 
in the name of her lady, who, late in the even- 
ing, had been made captive, she said, by certain 
ill-disposed caitiffs, who were carrying her by 
force through the forest The Fleming's lance 
was, of course, in its rest, and woe bedde the 
faitour whose lot it was to encounter its thrust ; 
the first fell, incapable of farther combat, and 
another of the felons encountered the same fate 
with little more resistance. The lady, released 
from the discourteous cord which restrained her 
liberty, did not hesitate to join company with 
the brave knight by whom she had been reseued ; 
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and although the darkness did not permit her to 
recognise her old lover in her liberator, yet she 
could not but lend a willing ear to the conver* 
sation with which he entertained her, as they 
proceeded on the way. He spoke of the fallen 
caitiffs as being Englishmen, who found a plea- 
sure in exercising oppression and barbarities upon 
the wandering damsels of Scotland, and whose 
cause, therefore, the champions of that country 
were bound to avenge while the blood throbbed 
in their veins* He spoke of the injustice of the 
national quarrel which had afforded a pretence 
for such deliberate oppression; and the lady, 
who herself had suffered so much by the inter- 
ference of the English in the affidrs of Scot- 
land, readily acquiesced in the sentiments which 
he expressed on a subject which she had so much 
reason for regarding as an afflicting one. Her 
answer was given in the spirit of a person who 
would not hesitate, if the times should call for 
such an example, to defend even with her hand 
the rights which she asserted with her tongue. - 
Pleased with the Sentiments which she ex- 
pressed, and recognising in her voice that secret 
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duurni, wliich) once impressed upon tke humaii 
Hearty is rarely wrought out of the rememlnraiioe 
by ^ long train of subsequent events, he almost 
persuaded bimself that the tones were feimiliar 
to him, and had at one time formed the key to 
his innermost affections. In proceeding on their 
journey, the Imight's troubled state of mind was 
augmented instead of being diminished. The 
scenes of his earliest youth were recalled by cir- 
eulnstaaces so slight, as would in ordinary cases 
have produced no effect whatsoever ; the senti- 
mentB appeared similar to these which his lile 
had been devoted to enforce^ and he half per- 
suaded himself that tke dawn of day was to be 
to him the beginning of a fortune equally sin* 
gular and extraordinary. 

In the midst of this anxiety. Sir Maloofan 
Fleming had no anticipation that the lady whom 
he had h^etofore rejected was again thrown 
into his path, after years of absence; still les% 
when daylight gave him a partial view of kk 
fi|hr companion's countenance, was he prctpared 
to beUeve that he was once again to term Um- 
fdf tke champion of Margaret de HaiitlJM, bat 
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it was 8o« The lad]c» on that direful moraing 
when she retired from the church of Douglas, 
had]|not resolved (indeed what lady ever did ?) to 
renounce, without some struggle, the beauties 
which she had once possessed, A long process 
of time, employed under skilful hands, had sue* 
ceeded in obliterating the scars which remained 
as the marks of her fall. These were now con- 
siderably effaced, and the lost organ of sight no 
longer appeared so great a blemish, concealed, 
as it was, by a black ribbon, and the arts of the 
tirewoman, who made it her business to shadow 
it over by a lock of hair. In a word, he saw the 
same Margaret de Hautlieu, with no very dif- 
ferent style of expression from that which her 
face, partaking of the high and passionate ekeir 
racter of her soul, had always presented. It 
seemed to both,, therefore, that their fette, by 
bringing them together after a separation which 
appeared so decisive, had intimated its Jlai thai 
their fortunes were inseparable from each other. 
By the time that the summer sen bad climbed 
high in the heavens, the two travellers rode 
apart from their retinue, conversing together 
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"With an eagerness whicb marked the important 
matters in diftsussion between them; and in a 
short time it was ma4e generally Imowa through 
Scotland, that Sir Malcolm Fleming and the 
Lady Margaret de Hautlieu were to be united 
at the court of the good King Robert, and the 
husband invested with the honours of Biggar 
and Cumbernauld, an earldom so long known in 
the family of Fleming. 



The gentle reader is acquainted, that these 
are, in all probability, the last tales which it mil 
be the lot of the Author to submit to the public. 
He is now on the eve of visiting foreign parts ; a 
ship of war is commissioned by its Royal Master 
to carry the Author of Waverley to climates in 
which he may possibly obtain such a restoration 
of health as may serve him to spin his thread to 
an end in his own country. Had he continued 
to prosecute his usual literary labours, it seems 
indeed probable, that at the term of years he 
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lias already attained, the bowl, to use the pa- 
thetic language of Scripture, would have been 
broken at the fountain; and little can one, who 
has enjoyed on the whole an uncommon share 
of the most inestimable of worldly blessings, be 
entitled to complain, that life, advancing to its 
period, should be attended with its usual pro- 
portions of shadows and storms. They have 
affected him at least in no more painful manner 
than is inseparable from the discharge of this part 
of the debt of humanity. Of those whose rela- 
tion to him in the ranks of life might have insured 
him their sympathy under indisposition, many 
are now no more ; and those who may yet follow 
in his wake, are entitled to expect, in bearing 
inevitable evils, an example of firmness and pa- 
tience, more especially on the part *of one who 
has enjoyed no small good fortune during the 
course of his pilgrimage* 

The public have claims on his gratitude, for 
which the Author of Waverley has no adequate 
means of expression ; but he may be permitted 
to hope, that the powers of his mind, such as 
they are, may not have a different date from 
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•f hifl b«dy ; and that he may agaia meet 
ki§ pitniw?ing friends^ if BOt exactly in Iiis old 
hMon of litemtnre, at least in some branch, 
which may 210I call Carth the remark, that — 

SvperfluoitB h^ the yeteran on the stage* 

ABBOTSFoas, S^teMer, IdSU 
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